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A. APPENDIX # thi 

PAMPHLET well ſpeedily be 
publiſhed, being a Continuation of 
the Account of the EARTH. 
2 AK ES that have happened 
From the foregoing Account to this 
Time. 
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HE late Earthquakes abroad in America, and 
Sicily, with that we had here laſt September, 
- made ſo much diſcourſe amongſt all ſorts of people, that 
l endeavoured the ſerious improvement of 'em, in a 
ſermon on that occaſion z which at the deſire of many, 
8 now enlarged, with many hiſtorical paſſages of other 
Earthquakes, and moral reflections, relating to our 

own country. | 


As to the authors I have cited, I have conſulted the 
opinals as to the moſt of em; and am well ſatisfied 
of the truth of thoſe few others, which I had not the 
lure, or opportunity to look into. In ſome chrono- 
logical differences between hiſtorians, I have mentioned 
that year, which I thought the moſt probable : but if 
tie matter of fact be truly related, though I ſhould 
4 2 miſtake 


„ PR EF ACE. 
miſtake the year, the reader is not much concerned. in 
Philoſophically to diſcuſs the nature of Earthquakes, 
many others (whom I need not name, have attempted. 
ſuch a narration concerning the late extraordinary one 
in Sicily, 1 am informed. we may expect ſhortly from 

the learned Malpighius. 


We cannot wonder if the concernedneſs of the Hea. 
then world, upon any ſuch violent motions of the 
earth did degenerate into ſuperſtition. gs mul- 
tiplicity of Gods, they knew not to which of em to 
aſcribe ſuch events ; and therefore we read of the an- 
cient Romans, that upon thoſe occaſions, they never 
addreſſed their prayers and vows to any one particular 
deity, as in other caſes they were wont to do, left (faith 
Varro) they ſhould miſtake ; becauſe they knew not 
by whoſe influence the earth was ſhaken. To that mo- 
deſty or ignorance of the Romans, we may oppoſe the 
vanity of the Greeks, who boaſted they could foret! 
Earthquakes, as is pretended to have been done by 
Pythagoras. But when Earthquakes happened, thej 
were all wont to quit their * civil and common affair, 
and betake themſelves to their devotions, and by 
prayers, and ſacrifices, endeavour to appeaſe the anger 
of the Gods. 


concerning the late Earthquakes in Sicily, it hath 
been' obſerved, that + Meſſina received leſs damage 
than ſome other cities. The people in that country be. 


x iam & qui vi, & per quem Deorum, Dearùmve Terra tremuit, incertvit 
eſſet. Aul. Gell. No&, Att. La c. 28. | 
| 2 Diog. Laert, in Vit. Pherec. See more inftances : La Mothe le Vayer, Let. 
| LXXV. des Tremb, de Terra. 
I 3 Anno 3861 Crebris Terrz motibus undique nunciatiz, tam multz ſunt h. 
dictæ feriæ Rome, ad placandos Celeſtes, ut nec ſenatus haberi, nec adminiſtra 
Reſpublica poſſet, Conſulibus Sacrificando, Expiandogq z occupatis. Leſcoloper i 
Ciceron. p. 229. Imperante gordiano tertio, fuit terrz motus couſque gra, pa 
. cjvitates etiam tertæ hiatu cum populis deperirent : ob quæ facrificia per ton 
urbem totumq 8 orbem terrarum ingentia celebrata ſunt, Hiſt. Auguſt. Scriptoles. 
Jul. Capitol. Gordianus tertius, Tom. 2. $9. } Go 
4 Preſent State of Europe, March 1693. p. 86. : 
| : ing 
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ſuperſtitious, the monks made advantage of 
eee and ſpread abr ad a report at the time 

of the Earthquake, that the B. Virgin had revealed to 

young girl of nine years old, (her particular favourite) 

that by means of her interceſſion, ſhe had obtained, 

har the city of Meſſina, which is under her protection, 
ould not be ſwallowed up: This for a little while 
omewhat revived their ſpirits. But the interteſſion of 
6. Agatha could not procure the ſame favour for the 
city of Catanea, whereof ſhe is patroneſs. For when 
the Earthquake began, the people flew to the cathe- 
iral, where one of the canons carried about the relicks 
of the ſaint : But neither the relicks, nor the prayers of 
the faint, could ſtop the thunderbolt which fell upon 
thatcity ; but it was overturned as in a moment, and 
not one houſe left ſtanding. And beſides wounded and 
maimed that were digged out of the ruins, eighteen 
thouſand are ſuppoſed to have periſhed there. The 
kingdom of Naples hath had a ſhare in that Earth- 
quake, as well as the iſland of Malta. —. — 


Our great difficulty in reflecting on ſuch providences, 
vill be to avoid the two extreams, of atheiſm on the 
one hand, and ſuperſtition on the other; not to make too 
little, or too much of ſuch events; not to overlook 
the divine agency, and warning thereby, as if they had 
no meaning; nor on the other hand, to be bold and 
poſitive, and particular in determing what they ſignify, 
and what we may expect to follow. I have given di- 
vers inſtances of other publick calamities which have 
been preceded by Earthquakes. If national repentance, 
and reformation do not prevent it, we have reaſon to 
expect ſuch, from moral Prognoſtications, had we no 
ſuch call, as by the late Earthquakes, to conſider our 


Ways, 


Few, we may fear, do practically acknowledge 


God's government, and own his agency in theſe things. 


The 


J  PREPACE: "LY 
The moſt are confident, and careleſs, as if they carried 


late Earthquake here, September the 8th, it is this, 


. - + 7 Ezek., . 15. 


nothing in them either of preſage, or admonition; q 
at leaſt nothing but good news. We have been told u 
5 print, that if any thing can be collected from thy 


that as we had a long and calm ſerenity of weather after 
it, ſo a laſting peace and tranquillity was ſettled in the 
world by the conduct and victorious arms of Kin 
William. How little ground we have to expect this 
without reformation, I leave to the conſideration of al 
who ſeriouſly believe God's government of the world, 
and know what he hath done to other nations, and 


people. 


1 may promiſe myſelf the concurrence of all god 
men in our improvement of the late Earthquakes, which 
I endeavour to perſuade to, viz. thankfully to own 
our publick national mercies, while other countries ar 
made deſolate, That trembling of the earth in Eng: 
land, tis true, was not a prodigy in one ſenſe, beczule 
we were not deſtroyed by it: but then it had not been 
a warning, but an execution, as to us, not the ſignal, but 
the judgment. Upon the account of a deliverance 
from a threatening Earthquake, An. Chriſt. 365, we 
find the city of © Alexandria obſerved an annual feaſt, 
in commemoration of it. 


| When ſome are made examples, and ſigns to us, God 
expects we ſhould own his goodneſs that we are ſpared, 
and take heed that we provoke not his anger, by tit 
like and future tranſgreſſions. When our Saviour ex- 
horts us to remember Lot's wife, we may ſuppoſe it 
was not the miracle, ſo much as the moral he intended, 
God's judgment. on Jeruſalem, he ſaid, ſpall be an in. 
ſtruction and an no unto the nations round 4. 


- - « Philoſophical Diſcourſe of Earthquakes. by C. H. 4to 
5 Sozomen, I. 6. c. 2. Amm. Marcell. Sieur. 4 
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PREFACE wit 


; the proud Aſſyrian; Speak unto Pharaoh, and to 


dc multitude, N bo art thou like in thy greatneſs ? 
in e the Aſſyrian. was à cedar in Lebanon, with fair 
he nber, &c. In like manner he argues with Ni- 
is, e, from his ſeverity on No, or Alexandria; Be- 
ter , I am againſt thee ; art thou better than populous 
he ., that was fituate among the rivers ? The puniſh» 
ns Wen: of one people, or perſon, ſhould be a warn- - 
is We unto all. The Greek word for puniſhment, 
al With fignify example. With what terror doth God 
d, eaten not to ſpare Iſrael, becauſe they continued 


their ſecurity and rebellion, * though he. had deſtroyed 
E Amorite before them ? May we not fear, leſt he 
A of us, as Jer. xlix. 12, 13. For thus ſaith the 
md, Behold, they whoſe judgment was not to drink of 
cup, have aſſuredly drunken, and art thou be that 
ult altogether go unpuniſbed? Thou ſhalt not go un- 
iſhed, but thou ſhalt ſurely drink of it. For I have 
um by myſelf, ſaith the Lord, that Bozrah ſhall be- 
me 4 deſolation, a reproach, a waſte, and a curſe, 
ud all the cities thereof ſhall be perpetual waſtes. God 
ath favoured us hitherto, and we conſider it not; 
e hath loved us, and hated others, as he loved Ja- 
db, and hated Eſau z and yet we are ready to ſay, 
herein hath he loved us * ? Behold, ſaith the Lord, 
us not Eſau Jacob's brother ? yet I loved Jacob, and 
| 1 Eſau; I laid his mountains, and his heritage 
uſe, &c. ; 


but however God may in ſovereignty deal with us, 
to publick deliverance and preſervation, and a 
Pod and ſpeedy iſſue of the preſent war (whereas we 
r of another Earthquake in Sicily, the laſt month) 


lMaggdey ua, Matth. i. 19. "oh 
A 6, 9. See Jerom. iv. 25 7 — Ezek. XXiil, 5.— 31. 
| Malachi 1. 2 3. 0 


vet 
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„ So was Pharaoh warned by what had been done 
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25 Fan 1: tat in 8 e that no dn 

cular perſon, without repentance, - ſhall long ef 
, juſtice, 1 Kings xix. 17. They. that eſcape the ſwans 
Hazael, ſhall Febu flay ; and they that eſcape the fon 
Jebu, ſhall mw ay; that is, they ſhall periſh in a 
| | ther world; for the prophet Eliſha denounced ei 
nal judgment on thoſe who eſcaped a "OT mi 
if they continued in their ſins. 
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PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS 
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FEARTHOUAK 


ES, 


INTRODUCTION. 


which gave occafion to this diſcourſe. The deſign there» 
of propoſed from that paſſage of the Pſalmiſt, My fleſh 
trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy 
judgments. | 7:1 


T HAT the late Earthquakes may be conſider- 


be proper to premiſe a ſhort narrative, or hi- 
ſtorical account of them, according to the order of time 
wherein they happened. And therefore 1 begin with 
that of Jamaica. 5 F 
In the year 1692. on the 7th of June, there happen- 
ed a dreadful Earthquake in the iſland of Jamaica, which 
made great Ruins and devaſtations throughout the whole 
country; but eſpecially inthe capital town of Port-Royal, 
Which was almoſt ſwallowed up and overflowed by the 
lnking of the earth, and irruption of the ſea, To 
letters from the miniſter of the place (publiſhed by au- 
thority ) give a particular account of it ; that it threw 
born moſt of the houſes, churches, ſugar and indigo- 
| works, mills and | ridges, throughout the whole iſland, 
that it tore the rocks and mountains, (others tell us that 

it levelled ſome mountains, and reduced them to 12 
. 2 t 


tn biftorical, particular account of the late Earthquakes, ; 


| ed, and improved to the beſt purpoſes, it will 
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led rogues, whom they call privateers, fell to break- 
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"AS... + N 
that it deſtroyed ſome whole plantations, and threw 
them into the ſea; but Port-Royal had much the great. 

eſt ſhare in this terrible judgment. 
It is added, by a farther account in the Gazette of 
Thurſday, Auguſt 18. that on the harbour- ſide the 
| houſes all ſunk down in a minute's time, from the depth 
of three to five fathom water: in the ſtreets next the 
' wharf, the earth opened itſelf wide and deep, and in- 
ſtantly guſhed out an inundation of water, ſo that mul. 
titudes were drowned: Among other accidents of the 
Earthquake, the Swan-Frigate lying at the wharf for 
careening, was driven in among the houſes, and there loſt. 
The miniſter in his letter ſaith farther, that ſuch wx 
the deſperate wickedneſs of the people there, that he 
was afraid to continue among them. That on the ſame 
day of the Earthquake, as ſoon as night came on, ſome 


ing open ware-houſes, and houſes deſerted, to rob and 
rife their. neighbours, whilſt the earth trembled unde 
them, and ſome of the houſes fell upon them in the ad. 
And thoſe audacious whores who remained {jill upon 
the place, were as impudent and drunken as ever. And 
that ſince the Earthquake, when he was on ſhore to 
pray with the bruiſed and dying people, and to chriſten 
children, he met with too many drunk and ſwearing, 

The day when this calamity befel the town and iſland, 
was very clear, affording not any ſuſpicion of the leaſt 
evil; but in the ſpace . three minutes, about half an 
hour after eleven in the morning, Port-Royal, the fair- 
eſt town of all the Engliſh plantations, the beſt empo- 
rium and mart of this part of the. world, exceeding in 
riches, and abounding in all good things, was ſhaken 
and ſhattered to pieces, and covered, for the greateſt 
part, by the ſea; the wharf, and two whole ſtreets be- 
yond it, intirely ſwallowed by the ſea. 


He, with the preſident of the council, running to 
fave themſelves, made towards Morgan's fort, becauſe 
a wide open place; he thought to be there ſecureſt from 
che falling houſes: but as he was going, he ſaw the earth 

173 8 | bHpen, 
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[3] 
open, and "ſwallow up a multitude of people, and the 
ſea mounting in upon them over the fortifications. He 
tells us farther, that their large and famous burying- 
place, called the palliſados, was deſtroyed by the Earth- 
uake ; and that the ſea waſhed away the carcaſes of 
hoſe that were buried out of their graves ; their tombs 
being daſhed to pieces by the motion and concuſſion : 
that the whole harbour, one of the faireſt he ever ſaw, 
was covered. with the dead bodies of people of all con- 
ditions, floating up and down without burial, That 
in the opening of the earth, the houſes and inhabitants 
ſinking down together, ſome of theſe were driven u 
again by the ſea, which aroſe in thoſe breaches, and 
did wonderfully eſcape. Some were ſwallowed up to 
the neck, and then the earth ſhut upon them, and 
ſqueezed them to death: and in that manner ſeveral 
were left buried with their heads above ground, only 
ſome heads the dogs have eaten ; others are covered 
with duſt and earth by the people, which yet remain in 


. the place, to avoid the ſtench. So that by the open- 
j ing of the earth, and the fall of the houſes, and the 
d nundation of the waters, it is thought 1500 perſons 
0 ae loſt, and many of good: note. 
n After he was eſcaped in a ſhip, he faith, he. could 
not ſleep all night for the returns of.the Earthquake al- 
d, molt every hour, which made all the guns in the ſhip 
iſ to jar and rattle ; and he ſuppoſeth the whole town of 
an Port-Royal will ſhortly be ſwallowed up. of the ſea, the 
ir. houſes falling, and the ſea encroaching daily. That 
4 there were ſad accounts of miſchiefs done by the Earth- 
3 quake in other parts of the iſland : as from St. Anne's, 
" they heard of above 1000 acres of woodland changed 
* into ſea, carrying with it whole plantations. 
be. His own preſervation was very remarkable and unex- 
op pected: after he had prayed with the people, and given 
i them ſerious exhortations to repentance, (in which exer- 
= ſes he ſpent near an hour and half) he was deſired by 


lome merchants to retire to ſome ſhip in the harbour, 
5 nom he accompanied, paſſing over the tops of ſome 
3 | B 2 houſes, 


two minutes: it was about two a-clock ; ſome reck 
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houſes, which lay levelled with the ſurface of the water, 
got firft into a canoe, and then into a lohg-boat, which 
put kim on board a ſhip. | 


| Of the Barthquike in England. 


N the 8th of September following, 1692. an 
| Earthquake was felt at London, and in ſeveral 
parts of Eſſex, Kent, Suſſex, Hampſhire, Sc. as Sheer. 
neſs, Sandwich, _— — HC pores th, Sc. the 
people leaving their houſes in many places, leſt th 

ſhould fall: on their heads ; but it laſted not = 


ed at London it was about four minutes paſt two. lt 
was felt in moſt parts of the Dutch and Spaniſh Nether- 
lands, as alſo in Germany and France. It affected places 
moſt on the fea-coafts, and near great rivers. It went 
not beyond 52 degrees and 40 minutes of northern la- 
titude: how far it reached to the ſouth and eaſt is not 
yet certainly known ſor want of good intelligence: 
we have already traced it beyond Paris, to the 48th 

of north latitude; and beyond the Rhine, 
on the eaſt, to Francfort: ſo that we know at pre- 
ſent of 260 miles ſquare ſhaken by it. The time of 
its happening here in England, and beyond the ſeas, 
ſeems to vary ſome minutes; but that may eaſily be 
accounted for by the difference of meridians. So that 
_ - the inflamed damp, faith Mr. Ray, which cauſed this 
Earthquake, was lodged deep in the earth, the ca- 


verns that contained it, paſſing under the bottom of 
the ſea. EE 2 | 


See Mr. Ray's Phyſico- Theol. diſcourſe of the deluge. Dit. 
2. p. 


p. 209. 
» Thus Dr. T. Robinſon in a letter to Mr. Ray, dated Sep- 
tember 22. 1692. 


D. 


[5] 


Of the Earthquakes in Sicily and Malta. 
HE following account of the earthquakes in 
Sicily, was publiſhed by authority here, viz. 
from Meſſina, January 20, 1692-3, they write, that 
ſeveral Earthquakes had happened in that iſland, which 
were moſt violent in the ſouthern parts of it, and have 
laid in heaps many cities and villages. ' Catanea was 
ſhaken on the gth inſtant, and on the 11th quite de- 
ſtroyed, not one houſe left ſtanding; and near 20,000 
perſons periſhed in that city alone. N 
Auguſta was almoſt deſtroyed at the ſame time, and 
400 barrels of powder · that were in the caſtle, took 
fire at the ſame time, by lightening, or ſome other ac- 
cident, and blew up about 1000 people, who were 
got in there for their ſecurity. 925 a 
The ancient Saragoſſa hath fared no better; and 


the cities of Modica, Jaci and Noto, and all the vil- 


lages from mount tna to cape Paſſaro have ſuffer- 
ed extremely. Tis computed that above 100,000 
_ have been deſtroyed by theſe Earthquakes. 
alermo felt the ſhock on the the 11th, and the vice- 
king retired, with all his family, on board the gallies 
in that port. Moſt of the inhabitants of this city lay 
in the fields without the gates, . 

A letter from Naples, Feb. 3. mentions, that by the 
ſhock on the '11th-of the laſt month, 37 cities and 
towns and large villages were quite deſtroyed, and 
130,000 perſons. | 

By other letters (in the Gazette of Thurſday March 
16.) we have this account from Meſſina, Feb. 3. 
That they hear every day of the lamentable effects of 
the late Earthquakes, and give the following lift of 
places, and perſons deſtroyed, viz. 


Calatagirone, about a fourth part of the city ruined, 
and 1500 perſons killed. | 


( Ry Luochuela, 


7 


Luochuela, quite deſtroyed, with maſt of the inha. 
bitants, the number not know. 
Mineo, a royal city, moſt of it fallen, and 3000 
killed. 
Militello, quite deſtroyed, with many of che inha- 
bitants, the number not known. 
Ss very much ſhattered, but few perf Ons 
ed 
Scordia, the palace fallen down, and 20 killed. 
Francofome, much ſhattered. 
Sentini, quite ruined, and 3000 killed. 
Carlontini, quite deſtroyed, with many of the inhar 
bitants, the number not known. 
Auguſta, quite deſtroyed, and 5000 killed. 
Siragoſa, above half ruined, and 6000 killed. 
Noto, quite ruined, and 7000 killed. | 
Specaſurno, quite ruined, and 3000 killed, 
Scichilo, quite ruined, and 8000 killed. | 
Santa Croce, 100 killed. 
Modica, quite deftroyed, and 1000 killed. 
Raguſa, greateſt part of it ruined, and 7066 killed. 
_  Cefomaro, 200 killed, 
Biſcuti, 100 killed. 
Chiuramonte, wholly deſtroyed, and 300 ll, 
. Monteruſſo, 200 killed. 
. Giamantano, 3oo killed. 
Bucchin, 160 killed, 
Patuzzolo, quite ruined, and 1000 killed, 
Scodia, 100 killed. 
| Paſceni, quite ruined, and 600 killed. 
* Furla, quite ruined, and 800 killed. 
S⸗ciorti, quite ruined, and 2000 killed. 
=» Vizzmi, quite ruined, and 3000 killed, 
5 Licodia, 400 killed. 
Catanea, wholly deſtroyed, and 18, ooo killed. 
Jaci, much ruined, and 1 800 killed. 


In all 73, 680 perſons killed. 
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In another letter from Naples, dated March 3. pub- 
liſhed in the Gazette of the 3d of April, there is an 
account from Palermo, that the vice-roy of Sicily had 
ſent commiſſioners to take an exact account of the da- 
mage occaſioned by the late Earthquakes in that 
iland ; and they had found that the ruins of the 
towns and villages, as well as loſs of people, was 
ter and more deplorable, than was at firſt reported; 
and that there had periſhed 100,000 perſons. 


A more particular account of this terrible Earth- 
quake in Sicily, was printed at Rome, aud ſince print- 
ed here from the Italian copy; part whereof I ſhall 
inſert. The author profeſſeth he cannot give himſelf, 
nor others, all the ſatisfaction he could wiſh, there be- 
ing ſo many little places, and even ſome conſiderable 
towns, ſo utterly deſtroyed, that there are no inhabi- 
tants left, to give us an account of the manner how 
theſe places were ſwallowed up. So that of theſe we 
can have no other narrative, but what people at a 
diſtance, and in a hurry themſelves, for fear of ſink- 
ing into the ſame ruin, have been able to give us. 
The Earthquake diffuſed itſelf into all. the three 
diſtricts, or diviſions, into which the iſland of Sicily 
IS uſually divided; Valli di Noto, Mazaro, and Mono. 
The greateſt ſhock of all was from mount Ætna to cape 
Paſſaro, the Pachmus of the ancients. In all this vaſt 
tract of land, nothing ſtood the ſhock, but all fell under 
the weight of a general ruin. | | 
It was on the yth of January, 1692-3, about 10 
at night, that mount Etna began to utter thoſe hide- 
ous roarings, which ſeldom but uſher in ſome tragedy 
of the nature of what followed. Thoſe loud bellow- 
ngs continued till the gth, and about 12 O clock be- 
gan to ceaſe, Within an hour after, the inhabitants 
ot Catanea, which is the next town to the mountain, 
gan to perceive. a ſhaking under them, about three 
minutes together. This did little hurt, other than to 
alright the people, and give them fears of ſome fur- 
| B 4 * - (hey 


7 


121 Re 
ther hurt. 9 le ſhake, and for an hour before, 
there was not the leaſt noiſe heard from mount tua, 
but within leſs than a minute after the ſhake was over, 
not only did the noiſe redouble, infinitely more terri- 
ble than before, but the whole top of the mountain 
All this was but the fore-runner of the horrideſt ſhake 
df all, which fell out on the 11th, which affected the 
whole iſland, though not equally. And by the en. 
acteſt computation can be made, the whole period of 
t laſted not above ſix minutes, from Meſſina: north- 
= ports to Cap Coio, the fartheſt point of Sicily to the 
Catanea is thought to be the firſt that fell under the 
weight of this heavy calamity. This city is as anci- 
ent as moſt in Sicily, ſeated in a pleaſant and rich foil, 
inhabited by ſeveral of the gentry thereabouts, endow- 
ed with an univerſity, and containing about 24,000 
ſouls, was ſunk out of ſight in a moment. There 
happened to be ſome fiſher- boats at that time in the 
bay that Jies ſouth of the town, and within a league's 
diſtance, who give an account, that they ſaw the city 
fink down, with the noiſe, as it were of ſome thou- 
ſand pieces of great ordnance diſcharged all at once. 
After it was thus vaniſhed out of their fight, the fiſh- 
Ermen fay, that, ſome minutes after, to the eaſtward, 
near where the city ſtood, there roſe up a little moun- 
tain, which lifting itſelf ſeveral times a conſiderable 
height, above the ordinary level of the ground there- 
touts, ſunk at laſt likewiſe out of their fight. They de- 
Elare alſo, that during all this horrid tragedy, they ex- 
Cted every moment to be ſwallowed up in the bay, 
y reaſon of the ſtrange violent agitations of the lea. 
And ſcarce was this heaving up of the imaginary moun- 
; ain on the ſouth- ſide of Catanea over, but they felt the 
fea calm. | 
It is thought there hath not eſcaped of the inhabi. 
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tants of Catanea above 2000 in all, ſome of thoſe ef. I ti 
caping after the firſt ſhake, on the gth, others on the Wl far 
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ing of the 11th, who took the warning, But 
hey — ſort of people only, who had 
the opportunity to make ſo happy an eſtape, the reſt 
falling under the univerſal ruin. In the place where 
3 1 — diſtance, a great 
lake, with ſome great s of rubbiſh, appearing 
* and there 3 . _—_ ü | 
The ſame ſhake that utterly deſtroyed Catanea, did 
lay in heaps more than half of Saragoſſa, ] the an- 
dent Syracuſa, once the greateſt city of Sicily; and, 
if we will believe Strabo and others, the largeſt, once, 
in the world, and may contend with any in Europe 
for antiquity. The leaſt computation that can be made 
of the loſs of, the inhabitants of it, is above 7000: 
And ſome hundreds were digged out of the ruins alive, 
but-lame and bruifed ; ſo that few of them, it is 
thought, will recover. Moſt of the magiſtrates and 
people of beſt faſhion, ran into the great church 
for ſhelter, where they met with death, by the fall 
of the ſtone roof, and the ſteeple both together. 
The city of Noto (which once contended for the 
pre-eminence with Syracuſa itſelf) had yet a worſe 
fate : ſcarce any part of it is now ſtanding, though 
ſituated on an high rock, almoſt inacceſſible on all ſides, - 
but by one narrow paſſage. The mighty hardneſs of 
the rock ſeemed to have ſecured it from the hazard of 
Exrthquakes ; but it felt the ſhake of the gth ; and, 
on the 11th of January, it was, in a moment, laid in 
heaps; the number of the inhabitanss is computed 
bout 7000, and very few are eſcaped. ©. 7 oo 
Auguſta, a city well fituated, and, adorned with 
large and ſafe harbours; a place of good trade for 
Corn. The inhabitants reckoned near 6000, of whom 
ve have account- of none left; many killed on the 
ch, more on the 1oth, and the reſt buried by the 
vver-turning of the town on the 11th. 
Lentini, the ancient Leontium, famous for a beau- 
fiful lake on which it ſtood; a place of about 3000 
families, and a place of a tolerable trade by fiſhing, 
| , an 
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Ilth a fifth part of the town was over-turned, and two 
monaſteries z and, it is thought, no fewer than 2000 
ſouls were deſtroyed. _ TI 
| Mineo felt both the ſhake of the gth and 11th; on 
the former, the heavens were ſerene, ſcarce a cloud ap- 
pearing above the horizon; but on the 11th, there 
was a ſtorm of thunder and lightning for ſix hour, 
At both times ſeveral houſes, and a large church were 
over- turned, and it is thought near 4000 of the inha- 
habitants periſhed. - ; : | 
Monreal, or Morreal, was ſhaken and ſhattered; 
and Palermo, the ſeat of the vice-roy, but not above 
100 people killed. Paſceni, conſiſting of about 200 
families, the richeſt of any little town in Sicily, hath 
not one ſingle houſe left ſtanding, nor one ſingle per- 
fon ſaved. Patuzolo, a bigger town, underwent the 
fame fate ; the number of inhabitants about 1000 at 
 deaſt : It is not known that any are ſaved. 
J So for Furla, whoſe inhabitants we reckoned to 
be near 1000 ſouls. The like for Sciorti, which, by 
the ſhake of the 11th, is a vaſt heap of ruins, only a 
church, belonging to a Benedictine nunnery, is en. 


tire: we know of none of the inhabitants ſaved, and 


they are reckoned to amount to 2000 ſouls. - 
The ſame fate befel Militello, no inconſiderable 
town, probably containing about 6000 people, where- 
of no one is left to give tidings how its calamity came 
4 about. tt | 

Luochela fared ſomewhat better: many, about ha 
of the people, left the town on the ſhake of the gi 
of January, when a great part of the houſes el 
Ihe caſtle was ſwallowed up in- a moment, in ſigh 


0 


111 

of the people; and a conſiderable lake is in the place 
where 2 caſtle ſtood. The reſt of the town and in- 
bitants were utterly deſtroyed on the 11th. Of 
2000 people, one half periſhed. | 1 g 
There was little damage done in Palonia, another 
vel built town, but that, beſides feeling the ſhock of 
the gth, and the church ſhattered, the dome was 
thrown down on the 11th, which broke the high altar 
v pieces, and cruſhed to death ſome 300 people, with 
the prieſt that was ſaying maſs. The like almoſt 
for Buchino, a conſiderable village. 

Scodia, a burgh, about the bigneſs of the other, 
ms greatly ſhaken on the 11th, and about 150 peo- 
ple killed by the fall of the church, in the time of 
ma, In a deep lake, within two miles of it (two 
niles about) by the ſhake of the 11th, there opened 
1 large Caſma near the midſt of the lake, which ſwal- 
byed up the water (which by that of the gth was leſ- 
kned) and left the whole channel dry land, which con- 


00 inues ſo. , 

ath Another village, called Chivramonte, had its houſes 
et- ſattered by the ſhake of the gth, but overturned al- 
the I ugether on the 11th, and the inhabitants buried in 


de ruins, computed between 3 and 400. þ 
Monteruſſo was conſiderably ſhaken on the gth , 


| to Wu, on the 11th, 200 people, who fled into the caſtle, 
„ by Were, with jt, buried in the ground; and the place 
ly 2 'Y it ſtood is now a pool of water, of a briniſh 
 en- 


The beautiful town of Vizzini, containing about 
3500 ſouls, though it lay on a riſing hill, made up of 
rableWWithing but hardeſt ſtones, of the nature of marble 
s yet ſhaken on the gth, and ſwallowed, with the 
came labitants, on the 11th, who thought the danger 
Wi then been over. | | 
it hai The large village of Modica, containing about 
e gtii400 people, was ſo ſuddenly ſwallowed up on the gth, 
s fell. no one perſon eſcaped. Since this hundred Years, 
fist village hath twice changed its ſeat by Earth- 
oo quakes, 
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quakes, the people till now ſaving themſelves. Sever 
rivers and rivulets near this and other places in Sicily 
are covered by hills, in the form of a vault, or natury 
bridge, thrown over them by the Earthquake. 
' This Earthquake cauſed the fall of ſome houſes'x 
Biſenti, and the bruiſing to death of about 100 perſon, 
Franeofonte ſuffered more by lightning and thunde 
for three days, than by the ſhake of the Earthquake. 
Carlontini, a town of good trade, and well inha 
bited, containing about 4000 people; a fixth part of 
them periſhed in the Earthquake on the x 1th ; the ref 
eſcaped by the warning on the qt. 
-  Raguſa, a beautiful town; its | ſituation, buildings 
churches, monaſteries, and territories about it, con. 
bine to make it a ſort of terreſtrial paradiſe ; felt many 


ſhakings on the 8th, with lighining and thunder: buſi 
on the 11th, the biggeſt ſtreet in the town, the toyn 
houſe, two churches, and many houſes were over . 
turned, or ſwallowed up. The leaſt calculation of 5 
people that periſhed is 8900, of whom the citizens of ® 
the beſt quality make up a great part of that number f .. 
- - Specafurno, a town of confiderable bigneſs, on tht 
fide of a hill, all planted with vineyards, and well ini. 
| habited, fell under the ſame calamity ; partly by light 0 
ning and thunder on the roth; and the whole town in 
moments time on the 11th. About a mile from th 1 
town was a pleaſant freſh water lake on the South f 
which is now almoſt all dry land; the fiſh dead on H n 
ſhore, and the water of a briniſh taſte, and now ot der 
black colour. The people that periſhed there are cm ge 
ted to be at leaſt 3500, about 300 only ſaved the \ 
Fives the day before. de 
The town Scichilo, that hath within 30 years bee Nl 
eight times in hazard of an Earthquake, felt this 0 * 
the 8th of January, and within 24 hours there uy de 
ceeded e bove 20 ſhakes, the laſt ſtill exceeding thef und 
in violence; but on the 11th the whole town, in f * 
than two moments vaniſhed out of ſight: in the 100; 
of it is now a ſtinking pool of water: and of 6 vaſt 
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1000 thouſand inhabitants of this pleaſant town, it is 
thought there is no one ſaved. Beſides a ſtrong caſtle 
anthe caſt ſide of the town, which is now all in heaps, 
ind above 30 people buried alive in them. 

In Cefamero, a village of above 200. houſes, near 
100 people periſhed in the church, whither they fled 
for ſhelter, to implore the aid of St. Katherine of Si- 
ma; and ſome 20 in the village, In Santa Croce, 
mother village, about 100 of the inhabitants periſhed, 
de reſt having fled to the fields without the town. In 
the little town of Giamontano, in the quarter neareſt 
the river, about 350 perſons periſhed, and about 40 
more. The tower of Lacodia underwent near the 
fame fate; all the houſes of timber were overwhelmed 
by the ſhake of the 11th, and in them about goo of the 
inhabitants. 6 7a | : | 

Jaci, a very big town, was greatly ſhattered, eſpe- 
cially in the fall of two churches on the gth, in the time 
of divine ſervice. - Many of the houſes of the town 
vere overturned on the 11th, together with two con- 
rents, particularly that of the Minimes, where was 
kept St. Peter's net, in which he took that. vaſt quan- 
tity of fiſh mentioned in the goſpel. By the fall of the 
touſes and churches there periſhed in all above 2000 
people ; more than half died by the fall of the two 
churches. = 

La-motta, a village of about 200 inhabitants, fa- 
mous for the retirement of the citizens of Palermo 
there in the ſummer-time, was totally overturned on. 
the gth, a ſalt pool ſucceeding in its place.. | 

Meſſina, a city of great trade, lofty buildings, and 
great riches, felt the ſhake on the gth, and more than 
alf the inhabitants fled to the fields; the reſt betook 
themſelves to their devotions in the ſeveral churches : 
the archbiſhop ordered 48 hours of prayer, and ſeveral 
proceſſions, to appeaſe thg,wrath of heaven. On the 
ith, 26 palaces were overturned, and many timber 
houſes : Row body g&pected immediate death, and in 
yalt multitudes ran to the cathedral, where the arch- 
biſhop 
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biſhop of Meffina preached, and ſaid Maſs, and there. 
after gave abſolution, as did all the prieſts'through the 
geſt of the city by the archbiſhop's command. Aſter 
this every one made the beſt of the way they could, to 
eſcape the common danger, and betook themſelves to 
the fields, where they were not out of hazard, through 
the violence of the thunder, lightning, and rain, tha 
continued three days together: The chapel of the 
archbiſhop's palace is overturned, molt of the churches 
ſhattered, but few people killed. 
The tide was higher on the roth by three foot than 
ever was known, and ſuch a violent agitation of the 
water, that ſeveral ſhips and ſmaller veſſels were 
drowned all along the coaſt of the iſland, and ſome 
even in the harbours. | 
In ſhort, a more aſtoniſhing, a more univerſal, or a 
more ſwift deſtruction was never known. And Sicily that 
was one of the moſt beautiful, rich, and fruitful iſland 
in the world, is now an heap of rubbiſh, and a continued 
deſolation. The Loſs of money, merchandize, houſes, 
and lands, may modeſtly be computed at fix millions 
of ducats : and it will take an age to repair the da- 


mages it hath made. The number of inhabitants pe- 
riſhed, may be ſafely reckoned to an 120,000 fouls; 
and the bruiſed, and like to die, 20,000 more. ( 
Of the Earthquake at Malta. con 
| 5 ad 
"A LL the account we have yet of the further ef: ab. 
LY feds of this Earthquake, and the extent of it .o un 
the iſland of Malta, is in a letter from thence, dated Ja- Mun 
nuary 16. publiſhed by authority. On the gth inſtant WW ine 
about ten at night happened here an Earthquake, and, 
another on the 1 1th at three in the afternoon : the laſt N de 
was ſo violent, and laſted ſo long, that every body iq 
thought the city would have been deſtroyed. The roo! Hai 
of the church of our lady de Pelay was thrown down, of 
with part of that of St. Laurence: the church and 15 


college of the Jeſuits alſo ſuffered very much: but the 
ws cathedral 
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athedral and the church of la Guſmane received the 
oreateſt damage, and are ſo ruined, that they can 
hardly be repaired. Moſt of the houſes are extremely 
hattered, and deſerted by the inhabitants, who lie now. 
in grottos, and under tents in the fields. The great 
maſter of the order was then abroad a hunting, and he 
nd all his company were in great danger by the falling 
of a mountain near them. We cannot yet tell the 
particulars of the loſs this ifland hath ſuſtained, but 
maly in general, that it is very great, and the conſter- 
ation of the inhabitants inexpreſſible, which hath re- 
gived a new addition by the ſad accounts we have 
tom Sicily, of the ſame calamity that hath befallen 
their iſland, in a more terrible manner.—Whereof I 
ure given the moſt particular account yet extant. 


78085 5 8 7 2 868.6 


And now upon the peruſal of this ſad hiſtory, who that 
will conſider it as a Chriſtian, but may uſe the Pſalmiſt's 
expreſſion, Pal. 119. 120. My fleſh trembleth for 
fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgments? 


OD expects we ſhould be affected and awed by 
ſuch provicences. . = 
Some duties of religion are always ſeaſonable, and of 
onſtant obligation, that muſt mix with all our actions, 
udbe regarded in every ſtep of our daily walk : there are 


or Waters which the providence of God doth particularly call 
t od, at one time more than at another: there is a time 
2 b weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 
1 * ime to rejoice : and every thing is beautiful in its ſea- 


ln, Accordingly when God ariſeth to ſhake terribly 
bod be earth, and puniſh the. inhabitants thereof for their 
) Wniquities ; when he girds on his ſword to ride his cir- 


of MW... het 
nh Wt by national judgments ; when other countries and 
4 * Kople are made examples and warnings, and the growr 
uit the Bs atheiſm and profaneneſs amongſt us, may make us 


hedral | _ juſtly 


ſerve it, and fear. 


and I trembled in my fleſh. 
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_ juſtly apprehend the like ſeverity ; he expects that our 


temper and carriage ſhould ſomewhat correſpond and 
agree to his works of providence; that when the lion 
roars, we ſhould tremble ; when he ſtretches out his 
hand, and ſhakes his glittering ſword, we ſhould oh- 
He expects that we ſhould take the 
warning he gives us, by the calamities of others; that 
we ſhould lie in the duſt, throw off our ornaments, put 
on ſack- cloth, and prepare to meet him in the way of 
his judgments. ER I 
We are many ways obliged to this, in conformity 


| to the beſt examples of holy men in the like caſe; and 


by our love to God, and duty to him, who is diſpleaſed 
and provoked. Our ſenſe of his diſhonour, and. due 
apprehenſions of his diſpleaſure, require this: out re- 
lation to thoſe places and perſons, who have been al. 
ready made examples of divine ſeverity ; our love to 
ourſelves, and to our brethren in this part of the world, 
who are yet preſerved, do all require this; and call upon 
us to be found in ſuch a frame, as the Pſalmiſt here 
expreſſeth upon the like occaſion, My fleſb trembleth far 
fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgments. 

In the former verſe he endeavours to excite his love 
to God, and reſolved adherence to his precepts, by the 
Conſideration of the judgments executed on the wicked; 
Thou putteſt away the wicked of the earth like dreſs, thert- 
fore I love thy teſtimonies. And in this he makes aro- 
ther improvement of ſuch inſtances of divine juſtice, to 
awaken an holy fear, and awe of God, My fleſo tren. 
bleth, &c. | | | 

An extraordinary fear is often deſcribed in ſcripture, 
as having this effectof trembling: Fear came upon me, ad 
trembling, which made all my bones to ſhake, and the bat 
of my fleſh ſtood up, Job iv. 14, 13. The like you h 
expreſſed by the Prophet, upon God's denunciation 0! 
judgment; Hab. iii. 16. den J heard this, ny bel 


trembled, my lips quivered, rottenneſs entered into ny 60m 
Wel 
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© When God lifts up his voice in threatening of judg- 


bent, and roars like a lion, ready to tear in pieces, 


Who will nat fear? Amos iii, 8. Or when he diſplays | 
is power, and manifeſts his juſtice, and appears with 
edle majeſty, in the execution of judgment upon o- 
bers; who that hears of it will not tremble before him, 
ind be afraid of his judgments ? e 


Ch method of the following diſcourſe. ' Inſtances of divint 
ſeverity on others are not to be overlooked , whether in 
former times or of later date; on ſtrangers, neighbours, 

ends, or enemies. They are proper to affect us with +. 
an awful fear of God: Earthquakes eſpecially of all © 
other judgments. The terror of ſuch a judgment in part 
deſcribed © that it is the effect of fin. 


HE ground of my following diſcourſe will there- 
fore be this; That the inſtances of divine ſeverity 
won others, ſbould affect the ſerious obſervers of them, with 
n awful fear of God and his judgments. OD 5 
Firf, It is here implied, that we are not ſlightly to 
werlook the examples of God's ſeverity upon others, 
bit ſeriouſly to obſerve and conſider them. | 
Srondly, That ſuch inſtances are proper to affect us 
mth an awful fear of God; eſpecially the deſolations 
lat are made by terrible Earthquakes. '  _ : 
Thirdly, That this awe of God, and fear of his judg- 
nents, upon ſuch examples of divine ſeverity, is matter 
duty unto all, that do obſerve and conſider them. 
Fourthly, How this may be applied, and improved 


Wy us, with reference to this city and nation. 


Firſt, It is here implied, That we are not ſlightly ta ouer- 


ik the examples of God's ſeverity upon others. How often 


tas God threatened and puniſhed the ſecure and careleſs 
tame of ſuch, as regard not the works of the Lord, nor 
Ihe operation of his bands? Iſa. v. 11. Pal. xxviii. g. 


w— 


ö 


He ſhall, for this r eaſon, deſtroy them, and not build then 


up. We are bid to remember, conſider, and improve 


the ancient judgments of God upon the old world, and 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah : and, 2 Peter ii. 4, 5, to 
remember the example of Lot's wife, and the ſeveral 


calamities that befel the Fews in the wilderneſs, and 


after their ſettlement in Canaan : the inſtances of God's 
Juſtice upon them for their ſeveral provocations, are re- 
corded as types and warnings unto us, on whom the ends 
of the world are come, who live in theſe latter days, 
under the goſpel-diſpenſation, 1 Cor. x. 6. 11. that we 


ſhould not luſt as they luſted, and murmur as they, nor” 


tempt Chriſt as they. It is ſaid of them whoſe carcaſes 
fell in the wilderneſs for their many repeated provoca- 
tions, that they are our examples. God's ſeverity a- 
gainſt them is recorded for our uſe, Heb. iii. 18. Chap, 
iv. 11. God made them die νν, an expreſs ex- 
ample and repreſentation of what ſhould be done in o- 
thers. Some ſhall ſmart, that others may fear. God 
hath further ends in the execution of judgments than 
we imagine: he intends them not only for acts but pat- 


terns : every judgment is a new leſſon ; and God doth 
not intend to puniſh only, but to teach, and warn, and 


inſtruct : he warns when he wounds, and ſtrikes ſome, 
that others may be ſpared by taking warning. When 
a ſcorner is puniſhed, ſaith Solomon, the ſimple is made 
wiſe, Prov. ii. 11. And we are more apt to be impreſs- 
ed by what we ſee executed, than by what is only pro- 
nounced in a threatening, | 
The judgments of God on neighbouring countries 
and people are mentioned to this purpoſe for our im- 
provement, Zeph. iii. 6, 7, 8. I have cut -off nations, 
ſays God, (I have hanged them up as on a gibbet, to 
inſtruct and warn you by their ruin.) Therr towers are 
deſolate, their ſtreets are waſte, ſo that no man paſſeth ty 3 
their cities are deſtroyed, that there is no inhabitant. 
Hereupon I ſeid, Surely thou wilt fear me, ſurely thou 
Wilt receive inſtruct ion. This 
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This therefore does ſuppoſe the obſerving and laying 
uch things to heart. e IE. 
We. ought not eaſily to paſs over and forget the 
works of God, eſpecially when by the terribleneſs and 
eyerity of them, he has made them fit to be remembered, 
Pal. cii. 4. They are teſtimonies to a divine providence, 
ind as ſuch ſhould be recorded. It is taken notice of 
o this purpoſe by * a learned and great man, as a de- 
et among chriſtians, that there is not yet extant an 
hfuria nemeſeus, a judicious, impartial, and well at- 
tted hiſtory of the divine vengeance; containing the 
fioſt remarkable monuments of God's jaſtice in the 
world, | 
When he afflicts and plagues any of our neighbours, 
or brethren, or but ſtrangers, in an eminent manner, 
xe are called to conſider his doings, that we may learn 
nebteouſneſs,, when the judgments of God are abroad in the 
urth, Iſa. xxvi. 9. It is but fit that the puniſhment 
« ſome ſhould make other ſinners tremble. As when 
Ananias and Saphira were ſtruck dead, it is ſaid, Great 
ſer fell upon ull that heard thoſe things, Acts v. 11. It 
b mentioned as a fault, that when the hand of God is 
ited up, men will not ſee and conſider it?; and for 
lis ſtupidity God often expreſſeth his diſpleaſure, Pfal. 
L 5. Pſalxxviii. 4, 5. Ia. v. 12, 13. Job xxxiv. 26. 
Micah vi. 9. We are commanded to take notice of his 
powerſul juſtice in ſuch examples, Rev. vi. 1. Pſal. Ixvi. 
Come and ſee the works of God, he is terrible in his do- 
ms towards the children of men. He is ſaid to viſit us, 
ud come nigh to us in judgment as well as. in mercy : 
ad ſhall he viſit us, and we not take notice of it, or 
Wſerve him? We cannot otherwiſe make a due im- 
Povement of them, in order to ſuitable duty. ; 
Eſpecially ſhould it be thus, when any of our bre- 
liren, of the ſame nation with us, meet with any more 
than ordinary rebuke of providence, as is the caſe of 
Jamaica: not but that we ought to eye and own God, 


* Verulam de augment. ſcient. 1. 2.c. 11. 
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tho the inſtances of his ſeverity be more remote, ag in 
che late extraordinary Earthquakes in Sicily. Yea, the 
execution of God's righteous judgments on the wicked, will 
make the righteous that ſee it, to fear and tremble, Pſy, 
ni. 6. The righteous doth wiſely conſider the bouſe of tþ 
© avicked, how Cod overthroweth the wicked for their wicket. 
ne, Prov. xxi. 12. All the great diſplays of God's 
Juſtice in the world, are fit to be re iſtered and remem. 
dered by us, as teſtimonies to us of his being, holineſ; 
and righteous government. Come hither, ſays God), au 
behold the works of the Lord, what deſolations be has mad 

in the earth, Pſal. xlvi. 8. | 


Secondly, As we muſt obſerve and conſider theſe in. Wit 
ſtances of God's ſeverity upon others, ſo they are ver wt 
proper to affect us with an holy awe and fear of God mx 

He owns himſelf the author of all the deſolations Y 
wrought in the earth. Earthly princes will have mat 
ters of favour derived from themſelves, but all acts of 14 
ſeverity they put off to ſubordinate agents. But God u. 
will not ſtand on ſuch points, he rather profeſſeth toil hex 
lay claim to all the memorable acts of vengeance upo bel 
ſinful nations and people. It is he that ſhakes terribii be. 
the earth, and rends the rocks, and makes the moun ex 
tains tremble ; who overturns cities and countries,: oft 
in an inſtant ; who ſwallows up many hundreds an in 
thouſands of perſons and families at once: And ſhall or 
not we who hear of it, ſtand in awe of him? We ſhould cit 
ſay on ſuch an occaſion, who hath an arm like God fi 
We ſhould conſider, who can ſtand before him when heli il 
is angry! Who can contend with him? Who would | 
not tremble in his preſence ? He who can caſt ſoul anal he 


body into hell in a moment, ean as ſoon cauſe his cart 
to _ and ſwallow up the ſtrongeſt, the largeſt, the 
moſt populous city upon earth, and turn it into a heap 
of aſhes,: or a pool of water; Ought not this God to 
be feared ? | 
When his right hand does teach him terrible things 
ſhall not the queſtion then be put, as Job xii. 9. Wb 


knoweth not that the hand of the Lord has wrought _ 
N en 
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When he hates the heavens, and melts the PREY 2 and 
chaves the valleys, as wax before the fire, and as water 
youred down a ſteep place, Micah i. 4. he ſeemeth to ſay, 
Iwill work, and who ſhall let? I will deſtroy, and who 
full ſave ? I will lay my hand, ſays God, upon t, 
and I will bring w_ people thence by my great judg- 
ments. And it follows, The Egyptians ſhall know that I 
an the Lord, Exod. vii. 4, 5. The greatneſs andterrible- 
ifs of the calamity, in ſuch caſes, beſpeaks God to be 
he author of it. Man cannot but take notice of his 
hand, and inquire, Vherefore has the Lord done this, and 
whar means the beat of this great anger? Deut. xxix. 24. 
With God is terrible majeſty, he is almighty, we can- 
wt find him out. — Men do therefore fear him, Job 
vi. 22, 23, 24. - 

When he makes the mountains tremble, and the earth 
75 our hearts ſnould tremble too. Fear ye not me, ſays 
the Lord? and will ye not tremble at my preſence? Jer. v. 
u. Will ye not fear me who can open the cataracts of 
hexen above, or break up the fountains of the great deep 
blow, and pour forth whole floods of vengeance when [ 
pleaſe? Who can rain hail out of heaven, or kindle thoſe 
ahalations and ſteams that are in the bowels and caverns 
the earth, (as I cauſe thunder by giving fire to thoſe 
n the clouds) and make them force their way, to the 

Methrow and deſtruction of villages, and towns, and 
fities, and countries, whenever I will? Who can thus 
addenly turn a fruitful populous land, into an amaz- 
A ppectacle of deſolation and ruin? 5 
odd but write bitter things upon the wall againſt 
belazzar, his loins are looſed, and his Knees knock 
de againſt another. The great emperor Caligula runs 
nder the bed at the noiſe of God's tabernacle, his 
undering voice. And certainly God's ſhaking the 
arth, in ſo terrible a manner as of late, may much 
nore make us tremble. To this purpoſe it is elegantly 
leſeribed by the prophet, Iſa. xxiv. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
ear, and the pit, and the ſnare are upon thee, O inba- 
bitant of the egrth. And P come to paſs, that he 


whe 
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% fleeth from the noiſe of - the fear, ſhall fal 
into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midſt of the 
pit, ſhall be taken in ihe ſnare : for the windows from on 
high are apen, and the foundations of the earth do ſhake. 
The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean diſ 
ſolved, the earth is moved exceedingly ; the earth ſhall 
reel to and fro like a drunkard, and ſhall be removed like 
a cottage, and the tranſgreſſion thereof ſhall be heavy upon 
it; and it ſhall fall, and not riſe again. Upon ſuch ma- 
nifeſtations of divine power and juſtice, we may well 
cry out, Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord 
God Almighty | Who would not fear thee, and glorify thy 
name, when thy judgments are thus manifeſt ? Rev. xv. 3, 4. 
Such a judgment as this of Earthquakes, is eſpeci- 
ally proper to affect us with an awful fear of God, of 
his mazeſty and power, his greatneſs and dominion; his 
| ſovereignty and juſtice. He cauſed the mountain to 
quake at the delivery of the law, when he would prove 
to the Jews that he was their Lord and Sovereign. When 
the centurion obſerved the Earthquake, at the death of 
Chriſt, he, and.others, teared greatly, ſaying, truly 
this was the Son of God, | 
To this purpoſe we may conſider the Earthquake 
that did hinder the attempt of rebuiiding the + Jewiſh 
temple, which the emperor Julian ſet a-foot to ſpite 
the Chriſtians, and to contradict the prophecy of our 
Saviour, and to oppoſe Moſes unto Chriſt, He gave all 
encouragement to the Jews, he provided them with all 
materials at his own charge. They with great joy and 
readineſs ſet about it. But when they began to ſearch 
the ground, in order to. the laying of the foundation, 
the earth round about trembles with a horrible Earth- 
quake, and the flames on a ſudden break out, which 
not only conſumed the undertakers, but a multitude of 
ſpectators too, and the materials prepared for the build- 
ing. This made an univerſal aſtoniſhment, and ſtruck 


+ Amm. Marcell. hiſt. I. 23. Chryſoſt. Orat. 2. c. Jud. Sp 
crates, I. 3. c. 17. Sozomen, I. 5. c. 21. 


Julian 


Eos 

Julian. himſelf with ſome fear; fo that he gave over 
the attempt, and many of the Jews were perſwaded to 
receive the faith of Chriſt. About the ſame time, the 
Pagan temple at Delphos was deftroyed by Earth- 
quakes, thunder and lightning. Such manifeſtations of 
his power challenge our fear. He looteth on the earth, 
and it trembleth; he toucheth the hills, and they ſmoke, 
Nahum i. 5. The mountains quake before him, ard the 
bills melt; he removeth the mountains, and overturneth 
them in his anger; be ſhaketh the earth out of its place, and 


| the pillars thereof tremble, Job. ix. 5. | 
And the rather ſhould we fear in ſuch caſes, becauſe 
} they are often ſet forth as God's judicial act. Theſe 


hery meteors are turned by God's counſel, for correction 
md judgment, Job xxxvil. The carth ſhook and trembled, 
the foundations of the hills were moved and ſhaken, 5 becauſe 
be was wroth. There went up a ſmoak out of his Noſtrils, 
ind fire out of his mouth devoured ;, coals were kindled by it, 
P.xviii. 7, 8. I will ſhake the heavens, and the earth ſhall 


1 remove out of its place, in the wrath of the Lord of hoſts, and 
of the day of his fierce anger, Iſa. xiii. 13. This is Ero gat 
y i, after God had ſaid, ver. 1 1. Iwill puniſh the world jor 
ther evil, and the wicked for their iniquity. I will cauſe the 
ke errogancy of the proud to ceaſe, and will lay low the baugh- 
ſh lineſs of the terrible. Again, Tremble thou earth at the 
e hence of the Lord, at the preſence of the God of Jacob, 
* Plal. cxiv. 7. Who can ſtand before his indignation, or 
all WW wide the fierceneſs of his anger ? His fury burns like fire, 
a ondthe rocks are thrown down by him, Nahum 1. 6. Thou 
nd (halt be viſited by the Lord of hoſts, with thunder and 
rch wth Earthquakes, Iſa. xxix. 6. that is, penaly, and judi- 
ON, Bl cially viſited. 
_ There are other Conſiderations, that ſhould make 
I as judgment of Earthquakes the more affecting: as, 
110 ke little warning they are commonly attended with; and 


the ſurprizing effects that follow, able to aſtoniſh the 
moſt valiant men of war, and make the moſt courage- 


dee more of this in the foliowing chapters. 
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ous ſpirit fink and fall: For ſo they are repreſented, ag 

trembling on this account, 1 Sam. xv. 15 
When the judgment comes unexpectedly, as a thief 
in the night: When God vilits a Re by terrible 
things in righteouſneſs, and ſuch as they looked not 
for: When, to uſe the prophet's words, Iſa. v. 14. 
Hell has. enlarged itſelf, and apened her mouth without 
meaſure; and their glory, and their multitude, and their 
pomp, and he that rejoiceth deſcends into it. When 
there is no time to flee, or method to eſcape, or poſſi- 
bility to reſiſt : when no ſanctuary, or refuge remains; 
no ſhelter is to be found in the higheſt towers, or the 
loweſt cellars ; when the earth opens on a ſudden, and 
becomes the grave of whole families, ſtreets, and ci- 
ties; and effects this in leſs time than you are able to 
tell the ſtory of it; either ſending out a flood of 
waters to drown, or vomiting out flames of fire to 


conſume them; or cloſing again upon them, that they 


die by ſuffocation, or famine, if not by the ruins of 
their own dwelling. When parents and children, huſ- 
bands and wives, maſters and ſervants, magiſtrates, and 
| miniſters, and people, without difference or diſtinction, 
in the midſt of health, and peace, and buſineſs, are buried 
in a common ruin, and pals all together into the eternal 
world; and there is only the difference of a few hours 
or minutes between a famous city and none at all; 
they that have been in the neighbourhood of ſuch trage- 
dies, and beheld the diſmal effects of ſuch a judgment 
on others, and yet have been preſerved, cannot but con- 
ſider it with trembling. Our own ſerious thoughts 
may help to affect us in like manner. Thus the late 
Earthquake at Jamaica happened in a clear day, with- 
out warning or ſuſpicion; and in the ſpace of three mi- 
nutes, the town of Port-Royal was ſhaken and ſhat- 
tered to pieces, and ſunk into the ſea, and the greateſt 
part of it under water. | | 

Now, if it be dreadful to have our country the ſeat 


of war, as they, whoſe caſe that is, will tell us, and. 


we muſt preſently grant; this is yet more diſmal, o 
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| the midſt of peace, brings a worſe ruin than the ex- 
unity of war. If a raging peſtilence be dreadful, that 
weeps away thouſands in a day, and ten thouſands in a 
-ht, as ſome of you can remember; if a conſuming 
re be an amazing judgment, which you of this city 
e experienced; an earthquake is not leſs, but more 
| d when houſes and inhabitants, towns and cities, and 
quotries, are all deſtroyed at one ſtroke, in a few mi- 
utes. Dat ſegnum ruina; death is the only preſage of 
ich a judgment, without giving leiſure to prepare for 
mother world, or opportunity to look for any ſhelter 


pthis. . 
Who doth not ſtart at the thought of ſuch a trembling 
the earth ? The more a man knows, the more is his 
foniſhment. He hangeth the earth upon nothing, Job 
mi. ). For a man to feel the earth, which hangeth up- 
n nothing, (but as ſome vaſt ball in the midſt of a thin 
jielding air) totter under him, how can his ſoul chooſe 
hut be poſſeſſ-d with a ſecret fright and contuſion ? 
Methinks I tremble but to think of ſuch a trembling. — 
'[ deſign not, faith N Hall *, to aſtoniſh you 
(with the relation of the fearful effects which earth- 
' quakes have produced in all ages, as it were eaſy to 
do out of hiſtories, and philoſophical diſcourſes, - 
' where you may ſee rocks torn in pieces, mountains 
not caſt down only but removed; hills raiſed not out 
af valleys only, but out of ſeas ; fires breaking out of 
vaters, ſtones and cinders belched up, rivers changed, 
„ ſeas diſlodged, earth opening, towns ſwallowed up, 
ß; ad many other ſuch hideous events. Of which kind 
e bur own memory can furniſh us with many at home, 
u- WHT altho! theſe colder climates are more rarely infeſted 
i- WH vith ſuch frightful accidents. | 
t- * In what condition can a man be ſafe, faith Seneca ?, 
t MW ſpeaking of Earthquakes, when the world itſelf is 
* ſhaken; and the only thing that paſſes for fixed and 


at unmoveable in the univerſe, trembles and deceives 
a * Sermon on Pſalm Ix. 2. 7 Epiſt. 23. Nat. Queſt, lib. 
2 N. e. 1. f 
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uus? Whither ſhall we fiy for ſecurity, if where, 


 * evils: or, however, no man ever knew a whole na- 


da a town, but it will not carry it away. There is no 


any other; 1 be taken away alive out of the number of 
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c ever we are, the danger be ſtill under our feet? Ur 
on the cracking of an houſe, every man takes him{| 


to his heels; and. leaves all to ſave himſelf. But whales, 
retreat is there, where that which ſhould ſupport us they 
* when the foundation not only of cities, but even off cart 
the world itſelf, opens and wavers? What help, o & form 
* what comfort, where fear itſelf can never carry us off e, 
An enemy may be kept at a diſtance with a wall; Wi 
< caſtle may put a ſtop to an army; a port may proteq i e 
© us from the fury of a tempeſt ; fire itſelf doth no eh 
follow him that runs away from it; a vault may * fo 


fend us againſt thunder; and we may quit che place 
in a peſtilence; there is ſome remedy in all theſe 


tion deſtroyed by lightning. A plague may unpeople 


evil of ſuch. an extent, ſo inevitable, ſo greedy, and 
* ſo publickly calamitous, as an earthquake: for it 
does not only devour houſes, families, and ſingle 
© towns, but ruins whole countries and nations, either 
* overturning, or ſwallowing them up, without ſo much 
as leaving any footſtep or mark of what they were. 
Some people have a greater horror for this death than 


« the living: as if all mortals, by what means ſoever, 
* were not to come to the ſame end, death.—And 'tis 
* nota pin matter, whether I am cruſhed to pieces by 
one ſtone, or by a whole mountain; whether I periſn 


„by the fall of an houſe, or under the burden of the 0 
* whole earth; whether I be ſwallowed up alone, or 1 
* with a thouſand more for company. | . 


We "ſhould therefore arm ourſelves againſt that 
blow, that can neither be avoided or foreſeen. And 
© it is not the forſwearing thoſe places that we find in- 

feſted with earthquakes, that will do our buſineſs; 
for there is no place that can be warranted againſt 
them. What if the earth be not yet moved? it 18 
ſtill moveable: for the whole body of it lies _ the 

fame 


* 
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fame law, and expoſed to danger; only ſome part at 
© one time, and ſome at another. As it is in great ci- 

i ties, where all the houſes are ſubje& to ruin, tho? 

© they do not all fall together, ſo in the body of the 

earth; now this part fails, and then that. Tyre was 

t ſormerly ſubject to earthquakes : in Afa twelve cities 

were ſwallowed up in a night: Achaia and Macedonia 

(have had their turus, and now Campania. The fate 

goes round, and ſtrikes at laſt where it hath a great 

while paſſed by. It falls out oftner, it is true, in 

ſome places than in others: but no place is totally 

i free and exempt. And it is not only men, but cities, 

coaſts, nay the ſhores, and the very ſea itſelf, that 

ſulfer under the dominion of fate. And yet we are 

ſo vain as to promiſe ourſelves ſome fort of aſſurance 

in the goods of fortune; never conſidering that the 

very ground we ſtand upon, is unſtable. And it is 

mt the frailty of this or that place, but the quality of 
' every ſpot of it; for not one inch of it is ſo compacted, 

not to admit many cauſes of its reſolution. And 

tho the bulk of the earth remain entire, the parts of 
it may yet be broken.” 

Thus the pagan philoſophers N themſelves, 
ad others, for theſe accidents, as for diſorders that 
were inevitable; and did not trouble themſelves with 
the thought of divine juſtice, which chaſtiſeth men by 
theſe dreadful puniſhments. But the common people, 
Whoſe opinions were not ſo corrupted, reverenced the 
Inger of heaven in theſe calamities ; and ſeeking for 
or WH fiety in ſuperſtition, endeavoured to appeaſe the evil 

ſpirits by ſacrifice, and ſo provoked the indignation of 
at od the more. Chriſtians, who are inſtructed in a bet- 
der ſchool, own theſe diſaſters as the puniſhment of ſin. 
n- And of all the animadverſions that divine juſtice 
; WH gives men, there is none more horrid, or leſs evitable 
ſt chan this of * Earthquakes. For what aſſurance can 
is ve hope for here below, if the earth quake under our 


e 2 Senault, of the corruption of nature by fin, Treat. 6. Diſc. 7. 
“feet 
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6 fert? Where can we think to eſcape danger, if the 
© which ſuſtains all other things about us, threaten u 


| © there is ſome outlet whereby to eſcape an evil: an 


" © himſelf of; earthworks are oppoſed to the thunder- 


- * mariners confeſs, that thoſe ſtorms are moſt danger 


T1288] 
* moſt ſolid thing of all the world do ſhake ? if thy 


* with ſinking under our feet? What ſanctuary ſhaj 
© we find to defend us from an evil that doth encompaſ 
© us round ? And whither can we withdraw, Foy 
* gulphs, which open themſelves, ſhut up our paſſagy 
* on all ſides? With what Horror are men firuck, 
* when they hear the earth groan, when her trembling 
© ſucceeds her complaints, when houſes are looſened 
from their foundations, when the roots fall upon their 
© heads, and the pavement finks under their feet? 
What hope is there to be had in ſo general a diſorder, 
* when fear cannot be fenced by flight? In ocher caſes 


enemy is beaten from the bulwark he had poſſeſſed 


ing cannon; winds, which raiſe tempeſts, deliver us 
from them, and after having a long time toſſed us to 


'© and fro, they caſt us on the ſhore : houſes ſerve us for ene 
ſanctuaries againſt the injuries of the air and weather. WW the 
* —If a man will reſign his goods to the fire, he may WW e 
5 ſecure his perſon. © Thunder hurts not thoſe who hide WW tin 
* themſelves in caverns. When the peſtilence infects WW he 
* whole cities, we may ſhun the contagion by going 13 
© into the country; and if it diſpeople towns, it doth WW fur 
not throw down the Houſes. But an Earthquake in- 6c 
* cloſeth what it overthrows; and wages war, not with Wil he 
ſome few houſes only, but whole provinces ; and Wil {þ, 


*. ſometimes leaves nothing behind it, to inform poſte- 

* rity of its outrages : more inſolent than fire, which 
* ſpares rocks; more greedy than the ſea, which vo- 
* mits up ſhipwrecks ; more cruel than the conqueror, 
* who ſpares walls: it ſwallows and devours whatſoever 
© it overturns.—The ſea is ſubject to its empire; and 


© ous, which * by earthquakes.— 
| © This 


[ 29 ] 


his misfortune is common to all kingdoms, ſince 
© man became criminal: all parts of the earth are be- 
come moveable ; and ſtedfaſtneſs muſt no longer be 
locked for in the world, ſince innocency is baniſh 
© thence by injuſtice. This diſorder is the puniſhment 
«of our fin ; and reaſon, as well as faith, doth ſuffi- 
cently aſſure us, that the univerſe would never have 
been agitated with theſe furious accidents, during the 
ſtate of original righteouſneſs. - Wherefore ſhould 
« God's anger have armed the elements againſt his faith- 
ful and obedient fubjefts ? Wherefore ſhould he have 
c oyerthrown all his works, to deſtroy innocent men? 
(Why ſhould it have overwhelmed the inhabitants of 
i the earth with the ruins thereof, if they had not 
i been finful ? Why ſhould it have buried thoſe in 
( the bowels of the earth, who were not to die? 
Let us then conclude, that Earthquakes are the ef- 
( fets of fin.” 4 

Such ſudden inſtances of divine judgment are threat- 
med in ſcripture as ſome of the moſt terrible; and 
therefore the higheſt ſeverity is expreſſed by ſuch un- 

and ſudden ſtrokes : they are ſet forth ſome- 

times by the breach of @ wall, that catcheth a man ere 


we MH | il HY wW . — N — 


2 


ebe aware, and cruſheth him in pieces, Ja. xxx. 12, 
ing 13. Sometimes reſembled to a whirlwind, that comes 
oth Wl ſuddenly, and carries all before it. And therefore 
n. God threatens, that obſtinate and incurable ſinners ſhall 
with Wi be deſtroyed at once, or ſhall be ſuddenly deſtroyed, and 
7 that without remedy, Prov. xxix. 1 
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Such Inflances of divine ſeverity ſhould teach us to reve- 


| . rence and adore the Divine power, and providence, 

ſhould awaken us to repentance, excite moſt earneſt pray 

er, occaſion thankfulneſs for our preſervatioh hitherio, 

and call upon us to truſt in God as our only refuge, aud 
to fecure his favour. | 35 


E I us further conſider, that under ſuch appear- 

4 ances of God, it becomes us to be thus affected, 
as matter of duty. If we have any becoming appre- 
henſions of the divine power, and the terrors of his 
wrath ; if we have any concern at his diſpleaſure, and 
the manifeſtations of it; if we have any thing of that 
tenderneſs .of ſpirit, that heart of fleſh, which is the 
great bleſſing of the new covenant, we ought to evi- 


- dence it on ſuck occaſions, by ſuitable affections, in 


order to the improvement of theſe providences for our 
own advantage. For inſtance, 


I. To reverence the divine Power and providence ; 
to confirm our minds in the belief of it; That veriy 


_ there is a God that judgeth in the earth; that we may ſe, 


and know, and underſtand together, that the hand of the 
Lord has done this, and the Holy One of Hrael hath cre- 
ated it : that God hath not forſaken the earth, but makes 
himſelf known by the judgments that he executes. And 
when they are thus manifeſt, it is ſaid, A nations bal 
worſhip before thee, O Lord Rev. xv. 4. and xix. 2. 80 
when God executes judgment on the wicked, by ſud- 
den calamity, Pſal. Iviil. 7, 8, 9, it is added at the 
11th verſe, that thereupon a man ſhall ſay, Yerily tbere 
is a reward for the righteous, verily there is a God toi 
judgeth in the earth. If he did not ſometimes appear 
in ſuch acts of juſtice, men would be ready to ſays 
Where is the Cod of judement ? Mal. ii. 17. or with them, 


Job ix. 24. Thecarth is given into the hand of the WICK- 
ea; 


"2: 
F not, where, or who is he ? Where is he, who 
hould puniſh them? ho is be, that calls them to an 


hence egainſt an evil doer is not ſpeedily executed, there- 


ai," Eccleſ. viii. 11. 

But when he looketh on the earth, and makes it 
remble ; when he toucheth the hills, and they ſmoke, 
Pal, civ. 32. When he ſhows himſelf to be wiſe in 


l know it not; he overturneth them in bis anger. Who 
would not then reverence his power, and providence ? 
Read Numb. xvi. for an inſtance of it. ; 

Even the heathens have condemned thoſe for mad 
nen, and diſtracted, who would fear nothing, no not 
n Earthquake, as it 1s ? obſerved by Ariſtotle, con- 
ming the Celtz, a barbarous people; which makes 
tthe more ſtrange that Seneca ſhould be ſo much at 
1 os about the divine agency in ſuch things, and 
eribe them only to natural cauſes. Whereas Ci- 
eo * reckons Earthquakes, with thunder, tempeſts, 
Fe. to be one of the four ways by which the notion 
of a Ged is preſerved in the wor d, and the minds of 
ren awed with the apprehenſion of the divine Being. 

By ſuch acts of judgment and vengeance God is ſaid 
lo /bew himſelf, Pal. xciv. 1, 2, to confute the atheiſm 
cr the world, and make man acknowledge his being 
ad providence. By ſuch things men are made to 
Mow, that God ruleth in Jacob, unto the ends of the 
wth, Pſal. lviii. 13. Thus was Pharaoh brought to 
knowledge God, who at firſt deſpiſed him, ſaying, 
d. „is the Lord, that I ſhould obey him? 


ere Petri Victor. Comment. in Ariſt. de moribus, lib. 3. p. 160. 
at Seneca Quæſt. nat. lib. 6. cap. 3. 
Te P. 3 i 
Ar Cicero de Nat. Deorum, I. 2. F 13. mentions Cleanthes, and 
aber of the Stoicks to be of the ſame opinion. Sce Leſcoloper, 
acc. de Nat. Deorum, p. 227. 


ck. 2. Let 


ccount ? And the wiſe man hath told us, that becauſe 


fre the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do 


hurt, and mighty in ſtrength, he removeth mountains, and 
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2. Let us take heed of the like fins, that other 
have been guilty of, with whom God has dealt in ſuch 
ſeverity. Let us remember, he is a holy God, and 
jealous of his honour, and will not ſuffer high pro- 
vocations always to go unpuniſhed. Others haye 
ſmarted, who were guilty. of ſuch and ſuch tranſ. 
greſſions, as are found amongſt us; why ſhould ve 
expect to eſcape, if we continue under the like guilt ? 
By judgments upon one nation, God warns another, 
that except they repent, they may expect to perih, | 
Thus Tyrus ſhall be devoured with fire, Aſhkelon (ah, 
God) ſhall ſee it and fear; Gaza and Ekron ſhall & ig. 
very ſorrowful, Zech. ix. 3, 4, 5. When Jonah wa WW ucke 
thrown over-board, and the ſtorm quelled, the men Wo 
feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered ſacrifices, nN i 
the ſenſe of their own fins. Much more, when God WR 

_ executes remarkable judgments on ſuch as are noto- . D. 
riouſly wicked. All men will fear, and declare theſe 
works of God, if they wiſely conſider of his doings, Li 
Pfal. Ixiv. 9. If we will not be warned by the &- 
amples of others, we may expect to be made exam- He! 
ples ourſelves. Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities me 
- of the plain, are ſet forth as an example unto ts, Jud, Not 
vii. The man that will do preſumptuouſſy, even that mani): © 
ſhall die, Deut. xvii. 12, 13. And all the people ſhall bear, WW" i 
and fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly. God ſingled ff ju 
out the Galileans, whoſe blood . Pilate mingled with 
their ſacrifices, and thoſe on whom the tower of Silo- nt 
am fell, to tell the Jews, except they did repent, they All 
ſhould alfo periſh : and, within a few years, upon their Wt 
neglect of theſe inſtructive examples, thouſands and ide 
ten thouſands of them had their blood, as it were, ming- Wl 
led with their ſacrifices; being ſlain by multitudes in 155 
the temple, the place of their offerings ; and no lels H 
number periſhing in the fall and ruin of their walls, aber 
and buildings battered down by the Romans. When FS 


the Iſraelites round about ſaw Korah and his company bot 
% C- 


[233] 
toured of the earth, they ran away at the of 
hem, and ſaid, leſt the earth — es alſo. 185 
By what we have ſeen of God's ſeverity on others, 
we ſhould run away trembling from the gulph of God's 
leerved judgments, by running from thoſe ſins, which 
my bring the like on us, which others Have felt. 
Tyas the great aggravation of Belſhazzar's pride, 
tat he humbled not himſelf, though he knew the 
pdement God had executed on his father for that very 
in, He that will run into a bog, wherein others have 
punged themſelves, in his view, is guilty of double 
Ah, of adventuring raſhly, and of not taking warn- 
veg. Herodotus tells us, that upon the ſtatue of Ze- 
wcherib, after the angel of the Lord had ſlain an hun- 
ted and eighty-five' thouſand of bis army, Ia. xxxvii. 
b. it was engraven, a 


cz * ning an — 


* 


Diſcite Juſtitiam moniti, & non temnere Di vos 
Let him that looks on me, learn to fear God. 


te hath a thouſand other judgments in reſerve, if the 
ame we ſee inflicted on others, do not overtake us. 


es 

d. t only ſtormy winds and tempeſts are in his treaſu- 
n, that he can rain ſnares, and fire and brimſtone, and 
„n horrible tempeſt on the wicked; but he has arrows 
led WM judgment in his quiver of various forts, or is able 


ih repeat the ſame, when he pleaſeth. God will never 
ilo- Want ways and methods to puniſh a wicked people. 
hey Al creatures in the earth, and air, and ſea, are his ſer- 
heir Wants. He hath hoſts and armies of them, above and 
and I uder ground, to be the inſtruments of his juſtice. - 


ng- 
s n. 3. Let it excite our more earneſt prayers for pre- 
leſs {WVation,, and deliverance from ſuch judgments, as 


alls, Nakers have ſuffered by. We ſee, if God be not for 
hen s, but againſt us, how ſuddenly, how dreadfully he . 
pany n puniſh, and deſtroy any people. How earneſtly 
de- could we- pray, Lord, ſpare thy people, and deliver 

D us 
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We 
two beſore him, with their fifties, had been deſtroy. 
man of God, let my life, and the lives of theſe fifty of tly 


| endeavour to form our ſpirits to a preparedneſs for the 


. conditional ſubmiſſion to the divine will, as to our 


tent judges of. We lie at thy foot, and own that thou 


9 * 
* * 


5 3 
us from ſudden death. The lcuder, and the more xe: 
peated our warnings are, and the juſter our fears of 
approaching calamity, the more importunately ſhould 
| ray, as that.captain, 2 Kings 1. 13, 14. When 


ed, fell upon his knees before the prophet, ſaying, 0 


ſervants be precious in thy fight : Behold there came fire 
from heaven, and burnt up the two captains with the 
former fifties; O let my life be precious in thy fight, 
Let us pray for the diverſion of ſuch judgments, but 
whole good pleaſure of God; and bring them to x 
own ſhare in any national deliverance we pray for, 
We muſt own that we deſerve, that the over-flowing 
ſcourge ſhould not paſs away from us, and that ye 
know not whether it ſhall or no ; but we ought to pray 
alway, Father, glorify thine own name, and help us 


to glorify it; and let us be pleaſed that thou ſhouldeſt 
do ſo, in thine own way; which we are not compe- 


art juſt, and wife, and holy, and infinitely ſo: Lord 
ſave us, if it be conſiſtent with thy glory to ſave ſuch 
a people ; and help us to adore thee in the way of thy 
unſearchable judgments, it by that method thou wilt 


cri 
glorify thyſelf. We are not fit to judge of God v0 
works of providence ; nor can we comprehend how ,,; 
far his glory, in the accompliſhment of his great anal gie 
eternal purpoſes, may be ſubſerved and promoted bi dle 
ſuch temporal calamities, as we would deprecate. mal 

| 
4. Let us thankfully own our preſent ſafety, ou 4 


His fovereign mercy has hitherto made a difference be 


preſervation hitherto, that when others have been de cou 
ſtroyed, we are yet ſpared. God manifeſted gloriou me 
power in making the earth to ſhake , but it was fret 

mercy that it did but ſhake and tremble in our iſland - 


tween us and other people : we are ſpared, when othe! 
$a coun 


„ 


. 


[ 35 ] 


countries are deſtroyed, Let us ſtand, and behold the 


ſeverity of God on them ; but adore his goodneſs un- 
to us, that we are not ſurprized in our fins. He is 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. 
He is a God of truth, and without iniquity ; juſt and 
right is he. So we muſt own him in his moſt terrible 


judgments on others. But to us he is a God of pati- 


ce and long-ſuffering, . and ſo we muſt acknowledge 
and adore him. How did the Iſraelites triumph in 
the God of their ſalvation, when they eſcaped, and the 

tians were drowned ? Why might not thoſe of 
ſamaica and Sicily, have been warned by our exam- 
ple, as we are admoniſhed by. theirs ? How is it, that 
God has not enlarged, or repeated the commiſſion of 
the Earthquake among us, that did but gently give 
us notice of what he might have done ? Let us bleſs 
God, that he did not ſhake the earth, ſo as to open 
and ſwallow us up quick ; and that he has not repeat- 
ed it, becauſe of our provoking ſecurity ſince : let us 
te thankful, that when our houſes rolled, they did 
not tumble. 


To ſome countries, and ſome people, he is known 


by the judgments that he executes; but to us and ours 


by the judgments that he diverts. To us he is known 


by his adorable long-ſuffering, by his manifold deli- 
rerances, notwithſtandng our repeated, aggravated 
crimes, ſo as to make us even the wonder of the 
world : for ſo we are, in that, having ſuch enemies, 
ad ſuch national guilt, we have yet ſo many national 
bleſſings, to commemorate from time- to time ; and 


the liberty of doing ſo in publick aſſemblies. . God 


makes himſelf known to our neighbours round about, 
by the calamities of war, by the barbarity of ſoldiers, 
ad the fury of the oppreſſor; and to others in remote 
countries, by deſolating earthquakes : but to us, by 
merciful preſervations, and many of the bleſſings of 
_ To Amalek, and Edom, and Babylon, he is 
known by deſtructive judgments ; but in Judah, and 
n Jeruſalem, and in Sion his dwelling- lace, he makes 
imſelf known in another manner. Though the pro- 
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feſſion of the truth, and the knowledge and worſhip 
of the true God in any place, is no ſufficient ſecurity 
againſt ſuch a judgment : for how * was Anti. 
och (where the diſciples were firſt callec Chriſtians) 
afflicted with Earthquakes ; and ſome of the famous 
' ſeven cities, whence the Afian churches are denomi- 
nated, deſtroyed by Earthquakes ? | 
As to Antioch, we read, that in the emperor ! Tra. 
jan's time, A. D. 115, or, according to others, Ayn 
111, who ſucceeded Nerva in the Roman empire, af. 
ter his conqueſts in Armenia, and his obtaining the 
title of Optimus, he returned to Antioch, and there 
made ſome ſtay, but was affrighted with a moſt ter- 
rible Earthquake, which afflicted other cities, but 
_ eſpecially this, in an unheard-of manner. By the fall 
of houſes; and rubbiſh, and other means, a vaſt num- 
ber of people periſhed ; ſo that the town being full 
of ſtrangers, who came thither for law-ſuits, upon 
| meſſages, or other buſineſs, the court being then there 
all the winter, there was no nation, that received not 
loſs from ſo great a calamity. Trajan himſelf eſcaped 
out of a rd. en being, it is ſaid, -drawn out by one 
of a more than human proportion. And though the 
Earthquakes ceaſed, he continued in the open air for 
many days. * Coraſius was ſo ſhaken, that its 
higher parts fell down, and it looked as if it would 


ay = 


1 tumble on the city. Other mountains were levelled; the 
_— waters broke out where none before appeared ; and I, ( 
fountains which formerly poured out water, were ſtop- the 

ped up. . 
About the ſame time, in Trajan's time, Oroſius * keep 
mentions 103 cities of Afia overturned by Earth- Len 
quakes. And, afterwards, in Juſtinian's time ', Clu- x 1 


verius mentions another Earthquake at Antioch, that 
deſtroyed above 40,000. And by“ another Earth- 


3 Howel's General Hiſt. vol. 2. p. 884. Dion. Caſſ. Trajan. cap. rea 
18. Dio Xiphilin. Le Sieur Hiſt. d el' Egliſe, An. de. N. S. 115. plac 
4 P. Oroſii Hiſt. I. 7. cap. 12. 3 all 
5 Cluverius ad An. Dom. 528. 
S Ibid. ad An. Dom. 602. 
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quake there, ſixty-one years after the former; in the 


time of the emperor Mauritius, 60,000 periſhed. 

The preſervation of our city and nation, while 
others were deſtroyed by this judgment formerly, and 
of late, ſhould make us thankful. The like may 
be amplified as to particular families and perſons : the 


| bright ſide of the cloud is to thee, while the dark one 


js to others : as a God of juſtice and ſeverity he ap- 
pears to others, as a God of grace and compaſſion to 
Me | by 
How many ſalvations has God wrought for us of 
late, for this nation, and for this city ; prolonging our 
tranquillity and peace, and keeping off publick cala- 
mities from us! How often has he diſappointed and 
defeated our enemies deſigns and attempts againſt us! 
It is well if our ingratitude do not, at laſt, provoke 
him to ſay, as to his ancient people, Judg. x. 11. 12, 
13. Did I not deliver you from the Egyptians ? &c. Yet 
yu have forſaken me, therefore will I deliver you no 
more, | 


6, Let it awaken us to clear up our intereſt in God, 
8 our only refuge and ſhelter. If he be. our God 
In covenant, we need not fear, though the earth be 
removed, and the mountains be caſt into the. ſea; 
though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though 
the mountains Shake with the ſwelling thereof, Pſal. xlvi. 
1. Our hearts may be eſtabliſhed and fixed, ruſting in 
the Lord, ſo as not to fear any evil tidings, . Pſal. cxii, 7, 
8. We may poſſeſs our ſouls in peace; for God will 
keep them in perfect peace, whoſe minds are ſtayed au the 
Lord, Iſa. xxvi. 3. They may ſay when it thugders, 
it is the voice of my Fathe-, and when the earth tiem- 
bles, it is the tread of his foot: or, with David, The 
Lird is my refuge, the Lord is my habitation, what need 
be afraid? Pal. xci. 9. A refuge is a place of re- 
treat and ſafety in a time of war: an habitation is a 
Place of abode in a time of peace: at all times and in 
al conditions ſuch are provided for: the Lord is my 

D 3 biding- 


' Fab) 

© biding-place and my ſhield, therefore will I hope in hir 
word, Pſal. cxix. 114. He will either keep me out 
of danger, or defend me when Iam expoſed to it: ei- 
ther what I fear ſhall not overtake me, God will be 
m hiding- place; or, if it do come, it ſhall not hut 
me, God will be my ſhield. . 


He has promiſed to be with me in the fire, and 
in the water: He has bid me not to be diſmayed; 
for I am with thee, I am thy God, J will ſtrengiben 
and help thee, and uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteouſneſs, Iſa. xli. 10. and xlii. 2. He 
will cover me with his feathers, and under his wings 
I ſhall be ſafe: I may abide under his ſhadow, and 
dwell ſafely from the fear of evil. Now it is one 
great end of ſuch extraordinary appearances of God, 


to bring men to adore and ſeek after God : Joel 


ii. 20. I will ſhew wonders in the heavens, and in 
the earth, &c. before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord; and whoſoever Shall call cn his name, ſhall be 
ſaved. | ON 
Our buſineſs therefore is to make peace with God; 
to acquaint ourſelves with God, and be at peace with 
him; and then good ſhall come unto us, and the A. 
mighty himſelf ſhall be our defence, ſo as we need not fear, 
Job xxii. 21. Let what will come to paſs, ſuch ſhall 
be ſafe who are under the covenant-love and care of 
God. And it is his preſence alone is able to ſecure us. 
Good men have always thought ſo, even when they had 
the greateſt afſiſtance for outward ſecurity : O Lord, we 


reſt on thee alone, ſays Aſa, 2 Chron. xiv. 8. When 


he had an army that bare targets and ſpears out of 
Judah, to the number of 300, ooo, and near as many 
out of Benjamin, that bare ſhields and drew bows, viz. 
280,000 ; yet he overlooks all this, and reſts on God 
alone. So did Jehoſaphat, 2 Chron. xvii. 14, 15, 16, 
with an army of 1, 160, ooo fighting men, beſides his 
garriſons; and yet chap. xx. 12. he ſays, We have 10 
might againſt thoſe that come againſt us, but our eyes A 
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unto tber. 1,160,000 fighting men in the field, and 
yet had no might but what he expected from the pre- 
ſence of God. All our ſtability and ſafety depends up- 
on God as our keeper. If it be asked, is it in your ar- 
mies, and officers, and commanders? they muſt ſay, 
no, it is not in us. Is it in your fleets, and navies, and 
aamirals? It muſt be ſaid, it is not in them. Is it in 
your allies and confederates ? It muſt be ſaid ſtill, it is 
not in them. In your caſtles, and garriſons, and fortifi- 
cations, in the ſituation of your country, or the num- 
hers of your people? Sc. It is not in them. In no 
human power, policy, cunning, correſpondencies 
abroad, or councils at home; nothing but in God, who 
js the keeper of Iſrael; and therefore to be at peace 
with him is our only ſafety. . | 

If he be our rock and refuge, we may depend on 
him, and find ſecurity ; all other foundations and 
buildings are weak and tottering ; but the foundaticn 
of God ſtands ſure : The Lord knoweth who are his, 
and he can and will take care of them, though the 
earth tremble under your feet, or you fink into the 
bowels of it. He can own and diſtinguiſh you even in 
ſuch a calamity, by a temporal ſalvation, as A. 1585, 
when a certain hill near Berne in Switzerland, was v14. 
ntly removed by an earthquake, and covered a whole 
village that had go families in it, one half houſe only 
excepted, wherein the maſter of the family was pray- 
ing with his wife and children: * Polanus relates it, 
Who lived in thoſe parts. By an Earthquake at Con- 
ſantinople, wherein 1 3,000 men periſhed, Anu. 1509, 
many of the Turkiſh moſques fell, but the Chriſtian 
temples ſtood firm. And other inſtances may be 
given of the like. 


5 Polani synt a, p. 841. 

7 An. 1663. J. infala Canada horrendi terrz motus ſentiuntur. 
Hæc tem ſtas ingentem Terrarum tractum infeſtavit: & Barba- 
70, Chriſtianis interim incolumious, gravi damno affecit. Cluve- 
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nus, p. 168. 


. ht > 
God is an unchangeable refuge, and by intereſt in 
him we are ſure of a building not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. Though our-earthly dwellings 
ſhould be ſwallowed up, our ſouls are fate, our por. 
tion is ſecure : for when this earthly tabernacle. is dif. 
ſolved into duſt, by that or any other calamity, yet 
ſhall we not miſs of eternal bleſſedneſs in the h:avenly 
manſions : And there are no ſtorms or tempeſts, ng 
commotions or tremblings there, | 
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We ouzht not to cenſure others, becauſe of ſuch calamities, 
4 greater ſinners than thoſe who eſcape : much le; 
\ ſhoutd we paſs a judgment on their eternal ſtate, becauſe 
. they are cut off ſuddenly by a temporal judgment. 


T O apply this: 1. Let us not then excuſe or 
A encourage ourſelves, by cenſuring others, as 
greater ſinners than we, on whom more terrible judg. 
ments have been inflifted : for except we repent, we 
muſt alſo periſh. This is the expreſs declaration of 
Chriſt, upon the account given him of thoſe on whom 
the tower of Siloam fell, and of the Galileans, whoſe 
blood Pilate had mingled with their ſacrifices, Luke 
xili. g. As to theſe Galileans their crime is not cer- 


tain : ſome think they brought this judgment upon 


themſelves by their ſedition, as conſpiring againſt 


the Roman Government; intermixing ſome acts of res } 


ligion as the bond of their conſpiracy ; which Pilate 
hearing of, ſurprized them in the act, and put them to 
death: others think they were the followers of Judas 
of Galilee, mentioned Act v. who ſeduced many from 
their obedience to the Roman emperor ; and that they 
were Jews coming up to the paſſover to ſacrifice, and 


there he fell upon them. Others ſuppoſe them to be Sa- 


maritans, and that they were flain, worſhipping in their 


temple 


a6 at . 
emple on mount Getizim'z but called Galileans, from 
Jodas the head of the faction: and the hatred of the 
lers againſt the Samaritans might occaſion that ſevere 
and bitter cenſure. Whatever the occaſion was of theit 
ſulferings, our Lord condemns the cenfure of them as 
ter ſinners on that account; for tho' ſometimes 
men guilty of provoking fins, are followed with ſuch 
remarkable judgments, that it would be ſtupid impiety 
not to obſerve the hand of God therein, as in the caſe 
of Herod, Acts xii. Fc. yet God may chooſe out ſome 
to be examples and warnings to others, who are not 
ter ſinners than they. *Tis true, ſome mens fins 
acſo viſible, as to be open before hand, going before 
to judgment, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tim. v. 26 (They 
xe 2, Manifeſt to the judgment of all men, 
before they come to be laid open at the laſt day: they go 
judgment before the ſinners themſelves are brought 
thither.) When ſuch notorious crimes are followed 
with extroaordinary puniſhments, the connection and 
relation between them muſt not be denied : but other- 
viſe we ſhould judge charitably of the ſufferers. 
We muſt not make a raſh and haſty judgment of the 
rovidences of God, or interpret the voice of his rod 
— gueſſes of our own. We may eaſily be 
too curious in prying into the ſecrets of providence; 
for his judgments are a great deep; and of many of 
them we may ſay with Aſaph, when I thought to know 
this, it was too — 53 for me. He hath not 
thought fit to give us a full account of all his deſigns and 
ends, why ſuch who are not greater ſinners than others, 
ae ſometimes puniſhed more. In ſuch enquiries we 
te WWW fall ſoon get out of our depth, ſo as to ſwim in diſſa- 
to tisfaction, or ſink into diſtruſt, if we ſuffer our curio- 
as iy to ſtretch itſelf too far. | 
m Therefore after Solomon had told us, Eccleſ. vii. 1 5. 
ey chat there is a juſt man who periſhes in his righteouſ- 
neſs, and a wicked man on the contrary who prolong- 
a- eth his life in his wickedneſs; he adds in the next 
verſe, Be not righteous over-much, nor make thyſelf over- 


wiſe: 


. VV 


: * 
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_ wiſe: that is, do not think thyſelf more righteous than 
the perſon to whom ſuch a judgment befals ; nor make 
thyſelf over wiſe, i. e. do not pretend to be able infal. 
libly to expound this riddle, and to know the meanin 
of divine providence in ſuch a diſpenſation, for one e. 
vent may befal the righteous and the wicked, Eccleſ. ix 
11. The great apoſtle may have his hand arreſted with 
a viper; and yet none but Barbarians would conclude, 
upon that account, that he is followed with divine ven- 
geance, Acts xxviii. 4. $i | 
We read of 27, ooo killed ” the fall of a wall at 
Aphek, 1 Kings xx. 30. As ſometimes appeals have 
made to God-in the high places of the field, and yet 
the ſucceſs of the war hath not always been on the juſter 
ide. The Benjamites were engaged in an ill cauſe, 
and yet were victorious over the other tribes, Judg. xx, 
The ark of God hath been taken by the Philiſtines, 
Children are ſometimes cut off for the ſins of parents, 
as 1 _ XV. 30. Chap. xvi. and xvii. 
God acts as a ſovereign in theſe things. The ſuck: 
ing infants of Babylon muſt periſh by the ſword, and 
their brains be daſhed out: and the little children of 
Sodom and Gomorrah were burnt with their parents, 
by fire from heaven : concerning which God faith, 
Ezek. xvi. 20. I took away young and old, as I ſaw good, 
He doth what he pleaſeth, and who can ſay unto him, 
What doſt thou ? He doth not think fit to give us now 
a full account of all his matters, or to ſay all that he 
can in juſtification of his preſent providence, Job xxxii. | 
13. Ifa. xlvi. 9. Dan. iv. 34. But the great day of th } 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, will unriddle 
all theſe things, and ſcatter all thoſe clouds, and re- 


move all thoſe difficulties that now puzzle us. | 
Much leſs ſhould we conclude concerning their eter- 
1 nal ſtate, who are cut off by ſome — judgment. + 
1 We have no warrant or authority to ſit as coroners on 6 
uid the ſouls of deceaſed perſons. It would be very . WF , 
I charitable to conclude, that all the Iſraelites were ſhut n 


g 
| | f 
ik out of heaven, who dicd in the wilderneſs, and by the Fu 
| j righteous | 


ut 
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43 ] | 
ighteous judgment of God were not permitted to enter 
no Canaan : or that the inquiſitive Bethſhemites, or 
Vzza, and others that have been ſtruck dead for un- 
garrantable actions, did periſh to eternity. There is a 
veil of darkneſs upon many ſuch works of providence : 
but what wwe know not now, we ſhall know hereafter, John 
xi. 7. Good Joſiah may die in a battel as well as 
wicked Ahab; and Nebuchadnezzar may have a proſ- 
gerous reign of 40 years as well as David. Eternal 
bye and hatred are not known by theſe things. We 
muſt not conclude a man to be certainly wicked, be- 
cauſe he is cut off by a ſudden death, or doth not go 
to his grave in peace. | 85 

Think not, ſays Chriſt, that they were greater ſinners 
than others, who were thus ſuddenly and exemplarily 
cut off; that is, you cannot for that reaſon, and barel 
on that *ccount, ſo ſuppoſe and judge of them. He 
doth not deny that they were greater ſinners, but only 
iſerts that their greater ſufferings will not prove that 
they were ſo : for it is agreeable enough to the wiſdom 
of divine government, (or of any government) that, 
when many perſons are equally , guilty, ſome may be 
elected to be examples and warnings to others, when 
others no leſs criminal are ſpared. Other nations, as 


by fire from heaven. We muſt adore divine juſtice in 
the puniſhment of a wicked people, but his ſovereignty 
muſt be owned in the choice of ſubjects. We ſhould 
be very partial to ourſelves, and uncharitable to our 


greater ſinners than we, becauſe they have ſuffered 
more, J repeat this, as knowing that we are very apt 
to condemn ſuch perſons, who are thus examples in 
ſuffering, and to hug ourſelves as more righteous than 
they, becauſe we are ſpared. 

But as to ourſelves, and our own caſe, we ought to 


know that God will not always bear to have his merci- 
ful warnings contemned, to have numberleſs extraor- 


dinary 


bad as Sodom and Gomorrah, have not been d ſtroyed 


neighbours and br.thren, if we conclude them to be 


el 


ing either from ignorance of God, forgetfuinels of his 


« 


[44] 
dinary. mercies abuſed, to have leſſer judgments upon 
us, and his more remarkable ſeverity upon others, dif. 
regarded, We ought. ſtill to remember and conſider 
it, that, Except we repent, we are like to periſh, 


EE SE EL. 


hat fear of evils to come is lawful, how far a duty, and 
oben ſinful. Of the penal fear o future calamity: in- 
ſtances of it as a divine puniſhment. What little 
ground we have to expect a much longer reprieve; we | 
have none for ſecurity and confidence. The doubt- 
fulneſs of our caſe ſhould awaten our utmoſt concern 
and care to prevent deſtruction. 


— 
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4.1 E us therefore apprehend the caſe to be exceed - 
--4 4 ing; hazardous as to our city and nation; when 
we have had ſo many warnings, and are not aw-kened 
to repentance and reformation. Beſides the natural 
fear. of approaching evil, which is not to be condemn- 
ed as a fault, becauſe inevitable, there is a ſinful fear 
of evils to come, and of the tidings of them; proceed- 


care, or diſtruſt of his providence, or as unſuitable to 
the nature, kind, and degree, and duration of the evils 
we apprehend : ſuch a fear, as hinders us in the per- 
formance of our preſent duty, that infeebles our ſpirits, 
and weakens our hands as to the uſe of lawful means ; 
or puts us upon the uſe of prohibited unlawful ones : 
ſuch a fear, as takes off the ſweetne of our preſent 
mercies, by the apprehenſion and fear of future evil; 
whereby we reflect upon God's government, and over- 
look his promiſes of ſupport and deliverance, and be- 


come unprepared to encounter the evils, that we May 
be called to ſuffer, 
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[43] : 
However, there is a fear of probable, threatened, 
nd approaching calamity, that is both allowable and 
ammendable ; a fear of caution and circumſpection, 
v excite us to prepare for the worſt ; to put on our ar- 
nour, and make proviſion for an evil day. -David 


lis mountain was ſo ſtrong that it could not be moved, 
Pal. Xxx. 6. It is ſuch a fear, as is oppoſite to ſinful 

umption and hardneſs of heart. And therefore bleſ- 
Wis the man that feareth always, in this ſenſe, Prov. 


teart, ſhall fall into miſchief. We may and ought ſo 
br to fear, and apprehend the poſſibility, and ſometimes 


nos, as our brethren feel, ſo as may prevent our ſecu- 
rity, and ſettling onour lees, and a fooliſh confidence, 
that the cup of trembling, which our brethren have 
trunk ſo deep of, ſhall never be put into our hands 


nent on ſuch with whom he is diſpleaſed: Deut. xxviii. 


beve known, even wood and ſtone. And among theſe nations 
ſult thou find no eaſe, neither ſhall the ſole of thy foot have 
e but the Lord ſball give thee there a trembling heart, 
Wu failing of eyes, and ſori ow of mind. The wicked na- 
tons which inhabited the promiſed land, were driven 


tive them out of the land, Joſh. xxiv. 11, 12. Exod. 
ml. 27, 28. There are many expreſſions to this pur- 
poſe in the book of Job, chap, xv. 21, 22, 24. and 
Fl. 5, Jer. vi. 25. and xx. 2. and xlix. 29. Ja. 


. Exek. xxx. 9, 10. 


inding to: for we have probable grounds to fear, what 


wanted ſuch a fear, when he ſaid w'thin himſelf, that 


mii 14. But he that is fearleſs, and hardeneth his 
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te likelihood of bearing our ſhare in the like ſuffer- 
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It may farther be conſidered, that there is alſo a pe- 
ul fear of future evils, which God inflicts as a puniſh-, 


by, 65. The Lord ſhall ſcatter thee among all people, from. 
the one end of the earth even to the other ;, and there thou 
ſalt ſerve other God, which neither thou nor thy fathers 


out by ſuch fears: for theſe ſeem to be the hornets, that 
bod ſent amongſt the Canaanites, and Amorites, to 


vii. 2. compared with 2 Kings xvi. begin. Jer. xxii. 
But this is quite another thing from what I am per- 


God 


. > — N. rs * 3 
| | d r 7 ö 2x8 * — _ 
Þ ” — 3 
. — —B-wͤ•„ũůũ:nß! 4 r FS WELLES — 2 
* hs ” _ CY w_ 


and we know not when they will: tho? we have much 


46 1 
God may do as to this nation and city : we have look. 
ed for peace, that great comprehenſive bleſſing, ang 
as yet no good comes: we are engaged in a war, that 
none can tell how, or when it ſhall be determined. We 


look for a time of healing, but our phyſicians: hithery 
have been of little value: our wounds are not healed, 


to be thankful for, we have cauſe enough to be hum- he f 
bled, and to fear: rejoice we may, on ſome accounts, Wl" 
but yet rejoice with trembling. 8 
Though God be long before he comes to take ven e 
geance ; tho he may reprieve us for a little while longer, 
tho? he have done ſo wonderfully hitherto, beyond whatl 
we could expect ; yet we cannot thence conclude, tha 
he will always ſpare, that he will not ſtrike. The con- 
fidence of ſome in our forces and confederates, and 
fleets and armies; ſo many tried ſoldiers, and ſuch ac- 
compliſhed officers, and experienced generals, and 
mighty preparations by ſea and land ; and the confidence 
of others, upon bold interpretations of ſcripture pro- 
phecies, with particular application of them to our 
Wand, are not of weight enough, to hinder our fears 
from being juſt. God may ſuddenly cover the heavens 
with darkneſs, and confute all our vain preſumptions 
in a month or two, when we expect it not. 
What God has done againſt others, he may as right- 
. eouſly do againſt us, if we deſpiſe his judgments, and 
go on in the like ſins. Behold, ye deſpiſers, wonder, and 
periſh, Acts, xiii. 41. Behold what I have done in 
other places, and can do againſt you: For I work ai 
work in your days, a work: which you . ſhall in no wiſe le- 
lieve, though a man declare it unto you. Men little 
thought that Jeruſalem ſhould have been deſtroyed, as 
it was, as little as we expect England, or London, to 
be a ſcene of calamity. But we may live to ſee ſuch 
effects of it, as may make our eyes and hearts fail, be- 
fore God has completed his work. Lam. 11. 18, 19- 
If the prophet cried, My bowels, my botvels, I an 
Pained at the heart, my heart maketh a noije — me; 
can- 
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F cannot hold my peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, O my 


r. 19. Much more may we fay ſo of the fear of an 
arthquake, which is unſpeak ably more terrible; when 


nonument ; when the roofs fall upon our heads, and 
de floors cleave under our feet; and, whether by day 


te diforders of a grave, and the inhabitants periſh at 
ce with their habitations. | 


ul diſhearten men. But if a city or town be on fire, 
like to be ſo, muſt we not diſcourage men by telling 
fit? It is true, God may fave us by prerogative; but 
le proceed by common law, according to the com- 
non rules by which he has acted towards other nations, 
e muſt repent, or may expect to be deſtroyed. 
God now ſeems to call us to weeping, and mourn- 
ng, and ſackloth, and aſhes ; but how little of ſuch a 
frit is found amongſt us? Behold joy and gladneſs, 
ſaying oxen, and killing ſheep, eating fleſh and drinking wine, 
ſming, Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we ſball die, 
Ie, Xii. 12, 13. But what follows in ver. 14. It was 
revealed in mine ears by the Lord of Hoſts, ſays the pro- 
phet, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till 
yu die, ſays the Lord of Hoſts. 

If the matter be doubtful, whether God will pre- 
krve and fave ut or no, the very poſſible ſuppoſition 
tat he may not, ſhould awaken a moſt ſerious con- 
cern, Is there but an it may be that the Lord will be 
gracious and ſpare us? Is it uncertain ? Is there but a 
peradventure ? Cannot we tell whether. the Lord will 
turn from his fierce anger againſt us, or no? How 
ſhould we be concerned to look about us ! What if our 
unthankfulneſs, and profaneneſs, and formality, .and 
diviſions, our unwillingneſs to be healed, after all the 
oyertures and opportunities that have been before os z 
Nad 


ul, the ſound of the trumpet, the alarum of war, Jer. 
gery man ſinks with his own houſe, as his ſepulchral 
night, tables, and beds, are ſuddenly cruſhed into 


I know the moſt do not love to hear of ſuch things, 
hut peace and plenty, victory and ſucceſs, liberty and 
noſperity z and they are ready to ſay, you diſcourage 
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©  Immanuel's land ſo long, Lo-ammi, Lo-ruameb, a people 
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what if our infidelity and Sadduciſm, groſs impuriticy 
and more provoking golpel-fins, ſhould make God N. 
ſolve to caſt us off, and call this iſland, that has been 


forſaken of the Lord ? What if England, Scotland 
and Ireland, ſhould be a ſeat of war and a field of blood 
as well as other parts of Europe, that never ſinned 
againſt ſuch light, ſuch warnings, and ſuch obligations 
as we have? What if a ſudden Earthquake ſhould 
ſwallow up a great part-of theſe countries, as it hath 
af others? Why may not the very dregs of the cup 
be reſerved for us, who have been incorrigible under 
all the methods of divine providence to reform us ? 
What certainty have we that it ſhall not be ſo ? Where 


is the ground of our confidence? What aſſurance have $ 
we that God will ſpare much longer ? What ſtrong a 
reaſons can we produce for the entail of liberty, peace, / 
and plenty? There needs no Spirit of prophecy to de- ( 
elare our danger, conſidering our guilt, but a more 8 
ſerious, and more general ſpirit of humiliation, prayer, 
and reformation to be poured out, to prevent it. [ 
| God has waited long, and tried us by various me- 
thods of mercy and judgment; he has manifeſted how te 
loth he is to deſtroy us, and therefore gives us many li 
admonitions and items, formerly, and of late. He 
calls loud and often, by manifold warnings ; he lifts WW 
up his hand on high, as if he would ſtrike, that ve fr 
might turn to the Lord, and prevent it : he ſhakes the 10 
city and threatens the nation, but has not yet delivered of i 
us over to utter ruin. He tells us, by the examples of Wil S 
others, what he can do with us, and what we may ex- © 
if we will go on. He doubles and trebles his meſ- To 
ſages by the voice of his prophets, and by the voice of .“ 
his providence. He calls us by what he hath done a- . J 
broad, and by what he hath done at home, to repent WW *© 
and turn to the Lord, leſt iniquity prove our ruin: but . 
have we not reaſon to fear that all his kindneſs and pa- 4 


tience has but hardened us the more, and rendered us 


the more incorrigible, and ripe for ruin? We continue 
| our 


_ , 


4 [ 


3» | a [ 49 ] : \ 1 
nt rebellions againſt him, as if we were ſure he would 
yer be weary of repenting. Sb” ES 
Being often reproved, and warned, -and delivered, 
gd yet impenitent, ought we not to fear, leſt we be 
deſtroyed, and that without remedy How many 
guntries and cities have been ſo? How many former 
ſtances, and later ones, may be mentioned? And if 

we are ſpared, it is mere ſovereignty and prerogative. 
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CHAP. V. 


God's unwillingneſs 2 deſtroy à people. Hoſea xi. 
8, 9. explained, paraphraſed, and applied to our nation 
city : How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? Se. 
Hrabam's pleading with God ſor Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Gen. xviii. Moral cauſes why we may expect and fear 
national and publick calamities. Ca 


[7 is the language of divine providence to us, as to 
his ancient people, Hol. xi. 8, g. How fhall I give 
thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael ? 
lv ſha!l I make thee as Admah? How ſhall I ſet thee 
1 Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned within me, my repent- 
Wes are kindled together. I will not execute the fierceneſs 
if mine anger, I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim ;, for 
len God and not man, the Holy One of Iſrael, in the midſt 
W if thee. He denounced dreadful judgments for their 
noratitude, ver. 5,. 6, 7. but when it comes to the ex- 
ceution, he is loth to 3 How ſhall I give thee up? 
To which it is anſwered, © My heart is turned within 
ne, my heart is turned againſt that determination of 
judgment I ſeemed to reſolve op; or my heart is re- 
turned to pity and compaſſion, that I cannot execute 
my threatened vengeance. He ſball I deliver thee 
W, O Iſrael ? To which it is anſwered, * My repentings 
are kindled together ; that is, my bowels yearn to- 
* wards you ſtill : as little as you deſerve any favour or 
com- 
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4 compaſſion at my hands, 1 am inclined to reprien 


D and time to repent.” How ſhall Imake thee as Adm} 
one of the cities of the plain, that was utterly deſtroyed 
with fire and brimſtone from heaven, with Sodom and 
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and ſpare you a while longer, to give you ſpace ; 


5 
Gomorrah? Unto which it is anſwered, © I il wt «il « 
© ecute the fierceneſs of mine anger, as I did againſt that 1 
wicked city.” How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? anothe * 
of thoſe wicked cities, which the Lord overthrew in bil « © 
anger and his wrath, Gen. xix. 24. To which it is an. t 
ſwered, I will not return to deſtroy Ephrgim, I will g 
make a full end of him, for I am God an not man; nol * 
of an haſty, paſſionate, revengeful temper, as mei « , 
who are injured and affronted, and provoked by og 1 
another. I delight in mercy, I have the patience of oil « 
God as well as the power; and pherefore you arem J 
conſumed, Mal. iii: 6. I am the Holy One of Iſrael, T 
God in covenant with your fathers, and have promiſedi « ;; 

to be ſo with their poſterity : I am the Holy One of 
Iſrael, in the midſt of thee : you are called by my nane, « 
and I am yet among you by the tokens of my pre- « | 
< ſence ; I am therefore loth to leave you, utterly to. 
leave you to deſtruction. h 
You have the like expreſſion, Hoſ. vi. 4. O ral, «, 
what ſhall I do unto thee? O Juda, what ſhall Tt unto « 
thee ? for your goodneſs is as the morning cloud, And thei « | 
early dew,- that paſſeth away : that is, I am loth ton 
< puniſh you with deſtructive judgments, but what « 1 
© ſhall I do to prevent it? O {frael, O Judab, what ü 
would you have me to do? Would you have me ne- 
* gle&t the honour of my government, and be an idle / 
© ſpectator of all the affronts that you have offered me? ¶ con 
* Muſt I repeal my law, and throw aſide my ſceptre, ll ich 
and tamely ſuffer the rights of my throne to be in- 2 
croached on, and trampled under foot? Muſt I re- the 
« ſolve to ſuffer you to go on in your hypocriſy, and i the 
© idolatry, and ſhameſul backſlidings, without teſti- ¶ pre 
* fying my diſpleaſure? I have done much to warn een 
you, to awaken you, to reform you, to prevent your I 


© rut, 


1511 : 


t ſtroy : but, O Iſrael, what ſhall I do unto thee? You 
vill not be purged, you will not be healed, you will 
got be gathered, you will die. And yet mercy inter- 
'* roſes again, before the ſtroke is given; How ſhall I 
give thee up, O Ephraim ? Muſt I, after all, give 
orders for thy deſtruction? How ſhall I do it? Tho? 
thou deſerveſt to be forſaken by my mercy, which 
thou haſt abuſed, and ſeized by my juſtice, which 
thou haſt provoked, yet how ſhall I find in my heart 


* with thee any longer, or with honour to my name 
and government, to delay the execution of that de- 
bude vengeance, threatened on my part, and de- 
' ſeryed on thine; yet, O Ephraim, my dear ſon, how 
* ſhall I give thee up? O Iſrael, the poſterity of my 
* ancient friend Jacob, how ſhall I deliver thee over to 
' final ruin? | 5 

" Inanſwer to this, ſays God, My heart is turned 
© within me, my repentings are kindled together; i. e. 
] find ſuch ſtrugglings of compaſſion in my heart to- 


have threatened : my repentings are kindled, I begin to 
' repent of the evil that I had threatened to inflift : or 
n repentings are kindled together ; that is, all the 
thoughts and arguments that might perſuade me to 


traction, they are all muſtered together, to prevent 
the ſtroke.” | ET 
Thus does the bleſſed God condeſcend to beſpeak us 
ter the manner of men, and like a tender-hearted and 
Ompaſſionate parent, who is loth to diſinherit even. a 
rebellious and diſobedient ſon. {is kindneſs contends 
ainſt his anger; his mercy pleas 2g2in!t his juſtice; 
tte one denounceth wrath, the other begs a reprieve; 
the one threatens deſolation, the other interpoſes to 
prevent it: My heart is turned within me, and my re- 
pentings are kindled; therefore I will not give thee up, 
a vill not execute the fierceneſs of mine anger, I will 
rum | | E 2 N 


min. I am inclined to pity, I am unwilling to de- 


to permit it? Though I can hardly tell how to bear 


* wards thee, that I know not how to execute what I 1 
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FFF 
not return to deſtroy Ephraim, I will not make a full 
end of him; for Jam God and not man, &c. 
_ God has evidenced this to us, and others, by unde. 
niable proofs, . in that notwithſtanding the provocation 
of a people, he is ready to repent of his threatened 
judgments upon their repentance, and return to him; 
and likewiſe in that, before he gives up ſuch a people 
to deſtruction, he gives them frequent warnings by ſe 
meſſengers, and by his leſſer judgments ; yea, though 
his warnings are lighted, and his calls rejected, yet he 
doth not preſently deſtroy, but waits with much long- 
ſuffering, giving them time and ſpace to repent ; and 
ſometimes appears to give unexpected deliverance, even 
for his own name ſake; and doth alſo ſpare and preſerve 


a remnant, in the moſt general deſtruction: and even, [ 
at laſt, doth not willingly abandon ſuch a people to WM in; 
utter ruin, but with reluctancy and regret, fo far as is k 
conſiſtent with the unchangeable purity and bleſſecneſ WW tac 
of the Divine Majeſty. bs | tur 
Like a compaſſionate judge, who doth not willingly WW an; 
paſs the ſentence of condemnation : if you will not re- pro 
pent, you muſt periſh : if you will not be reformed 14 
you muſt be undone : if you will not take warning, WW voi 
you muſt be forſaken. But, O Ephraim, how fall don 
give theeup? O Iſrael, what ſhall I do unto thee ? O that WM'to 
they knew the things that belong unto their peace, before vii 
they be hid from their eyes! He ſigns the warrant, as it (ure 
were, for their execution; and then he retracts the or- of | 
der again: he gives commiſſion for their deſtruction, WM ma 
and then recals it, and proves them yet a little longer. {el 
If that will not do, but juſtice renews her plea for ven- 
geeance, then mercy interpoſes for a delay. Wh "ot! 
It was on this account God permitted Abraham toll tion 
plead with him ſo familiarly for Sodom and Gomorrah. na) 
and the cities of the plain; God lets him ſay all that he ref 
could, he grants him every thing he would have: 1 tho 
there be but fifty righteous perſons, wilt thou not ſpar kry 


them? Gen. xvili. Yes, ſaith God, I will: But, Lord 


peradventure there be forty, is not that number uff 
. | cient | 


r | 


dent? Yes, ſays God, that ſhall do, if there be but 


wy. But, Lord, it may be there ate but twenty, wilt 
thou not ſpare them for their ſakes ? Yes, for the ſake 
of twenty J will, ſays God. Once more let me beg, 


rd, if there be but zen? Ay, if there be but fen 


righteous perſons, I will ſpare them. God was willing 
to hear the utmoſt Abraham could urge on their behalf, 
gif he would have been glad to have met with an ar- 
ment that might diſſuade him from ſo unpleaſing a 
york, God grants him ſo often, and ſo long, till the 
toly patriarch was aſhamed to aſk any further, or plead 
ny longer. So backward was God to deſtroy, and fo 
willing to give up a people to utter ruin; and that 
vo, though ſuch a wicked people as Sodom and Go- 


porrang. | | 

la the iv, of Amos you find God impeached the 
penitence of that people under various warnings, and 
ker judgments ; and mentions the aggravation of 
ach affliction, five ſeveral times, yet have you not re- 
tured unto me faith the Lord. Thereupon, to 
waken them to repentence, to prevent their ruin, he 
monounceth the riddle of a doom, Therefore thus will 
li unto thee, O Jrael; not mentioning what he 
yould do, Thus will I do unto thee. Thus, as I have 
done unto other places, or worſe than J have ever done 
W any ; thus will I do unto thee. It is a relative 
Whout an antecedent ; it is a locked cabinet, and trea- 
lure of judgment, without a key to open us a view 


I particulars. No judgment is expreſſed, that all 


May be feared ; and all to be feared, that none may be 
lt: Therefore prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. 

We have a great deal of reaſon not to be ſecure, 
Wtwithſtanding God's unwillingneſs to deſtroy. Na- 
tonal judgments are deſerved, and threatened, and 
my be juſtly feared ; and nothing but repentance, 

ormation, prayer, and union, and ſuch other me- 


"= as are deſpiſed and neglected, can ſecure, or pre» 


e us, 
E 3 This 
7 _ 


5 IE... RIO 


that men expect ſuccour, and deliverance, and pro- 


time of war; no {kill or policy, (of the truth of this 
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© This is certain, chat no ſituation of our country, (ot 
any country, whether an iſland or continent) can be 
our ſafety, if God be againſt us. For what can pre. 
ſerve us from an Earthquake, or a thouſand ? other 
methods of judgment, Which God can employ ? Al 


tection from, is in vain, if God be not engel on our 
behalf. All thoſe things that we can truſt to, are but 
cyphers, if God be not on our ſide. 15 
The Aſſyrian truſts in his mighty army, numerous 
enough to drink up a river, Iſa. xxxvii. 24. and yet 
the next news we hear of him, is, that God ſends an 


angel, and cuts off near 200,000 in one night, Nof 


courige or valour, numbers or ſtrength, can avail in a 


every age affords inſtances:) no external relation ta 
God by church-privileges, whereof the Jews are a ſad 
example ; no, nor any former deliverances God hath 
wrought for us, are a ground of ſecurity” for the 
future, without a thankful, and a holy improvement 
of them. Not many years after the preſervation of 
the city of Niniveh, that city and people were de- 
ſtroyed. So it is threatned, Joſh. xxiv. 20. If you 
forſake the Lord, he will turn againſt you, and do you 
burt, and conſume you, even after he hath done you good, 
The like is threatened, Deut. xxviii. 63. F you forſate 
the Lord, he will rejoice over you to deſtroy you, as he re- 
Joiced over ycu to do you good. Though a city bedefended 
by rocks and mountains, as Edom was ; yet the 
ſtrength and ſituation of a place, is no preſervative 
againſt divine judgment. | WS 
In two or three moments many thouſand, yea many 
hundred thouſand people may be ſwallowed up by a ſud- 
den Earthquake, tumbling alive into one common grave, 
buried before they are dead, with miſerable cries, and 
groans, and ſhrieks, till their breath be ſtopped. And 
whatever the wickedneſs of other places may have been, 


who have ſmarted by ſuch judgmepts, the aggravation 
BET * | 0! 


”_ * 


Got [-55,] 
if our fins in England, and London are, ſuch, as may 
nake- us fear the like, or worſe. * 

If they were nothing but the miſimprovement of our 

mercies, we had reaſon to fear it: for what bleſ- 

int; is there more than ordinarily valuable, but we 
ue had; If peace, if plenty, if victory, if the Goſ- 
x, we have had it. But what unanſwerable returns 
we we made, under all ſuch obligations? All the 
ways by which eminent mercies are abuſed, and God 
rovoked, we have practiſed. Some of theſe we have 
wt valued at all; others we have ſoon forgotten: as to 
ime, we have given the praiſe and glory not to God, 
it to ourſelves, or our friends, or the inſtruments of 
anveyance ; ſome (I fear the moſt) of theſe bleſſings. 
we have miſimployed to the diſhonour of God, and 
therefore our very mercies may make us tremble. 

Yea, further, that drowſineſs and ſecurity, and 
irt of ſlumber, that hath ſeemed to ſeize the ge- 
xrality of profeſſors amongſt us at this day, is a juſt 
round for our preſent fears; i. e. the general uncon- 
emedneſs about the ſtate and poſture of things amongſt 
is with relation to god's preſence or departure. It 
annot be well with ſuch a people, they cannot but be 
nexceeding hazard, who when their neighbour's houſe 
kconfumed to aſhes, or is yet on fire, are faſt aſleep on 
teir beds. For this God threatens to ſearch Jeruſa- 
kmwith candles, to puniſh the men that are ſettled on 
tteir lees, who ſaid in their hearts, the Lord till not do 

fd or evil, Zech. 1.12. 
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CHAP. vi. 
Earthquakes uſually reckoned the fare-runners of oth 
calamities. We bave had many figns and warnings ; 
|. and @ long ſeaſon of divine forbearance; though we ar, 
= - - guilty of the like fins, as have brought defirufive jude. 
ments on other. people. The. land full of Sin. Public 
- ſocieties only puniſhed in this world, 


B U T to come a particularly to conſider the late 
| Earthquakes. There are many things that ſhould 

affect us with an holy awe and fear of God, and his 
1 judgments, upon thoſe inſtances of his ſeverity in Ja- 
_—  rmaica, in Sicily, and by the leſſer one we felt Septem- 
-_ ber the 8th, 1692. 

It is not to be overlooked, that moſt of the ancient 
hiſtorians do obſerve, that this kind of calamity has 
been the preſage of further judgment. And even 
- ſuch as have no great kindneſs for religion, Machiavel 
8 himſelf not excepted, have acknowledged this to be 


Cicero ſpeaking of an a Orat. 30. de Haruſpicum 
Reſponſis, ſpeaks to the like purpoſe : Etenim hæc deorum immor- 
talium vox, hæc pzne oratio judicanda eſt, cum ipſe mundus, cum 
aer, atque terra, motu quodam novo contremiſcunt, & inuſitato 
aliquid ſono, incredibilique prædicant; in quo conſtituendæ nobis 
quidem ſunt precationes & obſecratio, quemadmodum monemur, 
Sed faciles ſunt preces apud eos, qui ultro nobis viam ſalutis often- | 
dunt : noſtræ nobis ſunt inter nos iræ, diſſidiæque placandz. 

in another place, diſcourſing how in the ſecond Punick war, C. 
Flaminius negledted the ſign of futurities, to the ruin of the re- 
publick, his army deſtroyed, and himſelf ſlain: He adds, magnum 
illud etiam, quod addidit Cælius, eo tempore ipſo, cum hoc ca- 
lamitoſum fuerit prælium, tantos terræ motus in Liguribus, Galli, 
compluribuſque inſulis, totaque n Italia, faQos eſſe, ut multa op- 
pida corruerint, &c. De diyinatione lib. 1. f. 35. And afterward, 
5. 43, 50. ſpeaking of other Earthquakes, he adds, Quibus por- 
tentis, magno populo R. bella, pernieioſæque ſeditiones denun- 
ciabantur. Inque his omnibus reſponſa haruſpicum cum Sibylla 
verſibus congruebant.— And in another place he reckons Earth- 
quakes among thoſe things; Quæ nuper bello Octaviano magnarum | 
faerunt calamitatum prænuntiæ. Cicero de pat. Dor. I. 2. f. 13, 14: ; 
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57.1 N 
ie as to matter of fact. Socrates ? in his eceleſiaſtica! 
ſtory, ſpeaking of the Earthquakes that happened in 
ichynia, and the neighbouring countries, in the days 
of Valentinian and Valens, takes notice of them as ſigns 
the ſhaking and convulſions, and tumults and dif. 
ders, which ſhould afterwards follow in the Chriſtian ' 
durches. The whole known world, both land and 
i, was then ſhaken, and its like the then unknown 
vo; which might ſeem to be a prelude to the future 
anflagration, or deſtruction of the whole. Thucidides 
nentions an Earthquake in Delos, which in the me- 
nory of the Grecians never ſhook before; that it was 
pterpreted for, and ſeemed to be a ſign of what was to 
me afterwards to paſs, in a moſt bloody war. | 
We know that Earthquakes were foretold be- 
fire the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the final 
&{rution of the world, Matt. xxiv. That there 
fall be great Earthquakes in divers places. How far 
this may be underſtood in a metaphorical ſenſe; is 
worth conſidering : becauſe though ſome of thoſe ſigns © | 
may be taken in a literal ſenſe, others cannot; as how 
the ftars ſhould fall down from heaven. And the de- 
cared ſuddenneſs of Chriſt's coming to judge the 
world, pleads for the application of theſe illuſtrious 


ſons to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. And ſo it wass 
"Iterally as to matter of fact, before the deſtruction of 


Fruſalem, as Joſephus relates. So before the end of 
the world, or the day of judgment, the laſt of the laſt 
plagues, Rev. xvi. 18. we read of à great Earthquake, 


Lb as was not ſince men were on the earth, ſo mighty an 


karthquake, and ſo great. 

I know many make light of theſe things, becauſe 
they are capable of being ſolved by natural cauſes. 
But the hand of God is not to be overlooked in ſuch 
ning, under whoſe government and influence all na- 

agents act, and are over-ruled as to the time and 


9 Socrates Eccleſ. Hiſt. I. 4. c. 11. 
* Thucidides de Bell. Pelop. l. 2. 
Pe Bello Jud. I. 7. g. 12. 


degree 


5 


* 


"Ha - 
degree of their acting, eſpecially ſuch rare and unuſual 


| Inſtances as Earthquakes. All ſecond cauſes in their 


ſeveral motions need the continuation of the divine 
wer and influence, in order to their operations, as 


well as their ſubſiſtence. God uſes all creatures to 


1 


be the inſtruments of his will, and to ſerve his Pur- 
poſes. Natural agents, and moral, are all under his 
direction. Fire and hail, ſnow and vapour, and ſtorny 


wind fulfil bis word, Pſal. cxlvili. 8. Blaſting and nil. 
. dew, drought and barrenneſs, an infectious air, peſti- 
lential diſeaſes, Sc. however brought about by natural 


1 


i 
' 
1 
i 
, | 
| 
' 
: 


| 
' 


| 


cauſes, are under divine government, and act by virtue 
of his influence. He gives order to the deſtroying an. 


gel in a peſtilence, 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. He faith to the 
ſword, Go through the land, Ezek. xiv. 17. 


Now though I will not ſay, that always theſe things 
are preſages of further calamity and judgment to a par. 


ticular people; yet, becauſe they have uſually been fol- 


lowed by ſome ſuch, and we have many other moral 
prognoſtications of divine diſpleaſure, it ſhould call us 
to a humble - conſideration of the grounds of our fear, 
as to national calamities. And there are ſeveral things 
(ſome whereof are taken notice of by others) that may 
here very fitly be mentioned; as, 


I. That we have a multitude of ſuch ſigns, as have 

. 1 * 
been generally eſteemed the forerunners of public cala- 

mity. It is not the late Earthquake alone, but in con- 


junction with many other things, that is the ground of 
our fear. And the more ſigns we have, and the more 


| 


they are deſpiſed, the louder is their voice, ta thoſe that 
will conſider them. We had ſigns in the heavens in 
1681. We have had Earthquakes of late in divers 


| places; and.God has lately taken peace from the earth, 


as to this part of the world, by engaging ſo great a 


part of Europe in bloody wars: all which has the ap- 
Pearance of ſome great things to be uſhered in. I durſt 


3 Mr. Fleming's diſcourſe of Earthquakes, 8yo. ſome of whoſe 
remarks J here repeat. | 
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1 59 1 
t be confident, as many are, what they ſhall be, or 
he particular year, or ſeaſon of their accompliſhment z/ 
[chooſe rather to acknowledge my ignorance in pro- 
ic ſcripture; though divers learned perſons ſay: 
nore on that ſubject, than I am able to anſwer or re- 


2. That the longer the time is of God's patience and 
rbearance, with the diſtinguiſhing mercies and repeat- 
ud warnings that we have had, the more terrible judg-- 
nents are like to follow, if we are unthankful and im- 

tent after all. Deliverances, if not improved, are 
Erie from further judgment; we may not be 
o much preſerved and ſaved, as reſerved to greater 
miſery. That paſſage ſeems to record our doom, Pſal. 
ei. 43. Many times did he deliver them; but they pro- 
wked bim by their counſel, and were brought low for their 
mquity. As God will not always contend, fo neither 
vill he always forbear. There is no greater ſign of a 
fnal overthrow, than a miſimprovement of paſt mer- 
cies and jadgments: and if God be provoked by na- 
tional fins, we cannot think his anger will be turned a- 
wy, while the cauſe of it remains; that is as much as 
to lay, Except we repent, we muſt likewiſe periſh. Tho? 
ales repentance may prevent national judgments, than 
mll preſerve from eternal ruin. 
ls it nothing unto us, that God has dealt ſo ſeverely 
vith other people? When our privileges and obligations 
ae equal to, or greater, than-theirs? There is hardly any 
one ill ſymptom that has ever been upon any — that 
Cod has dealt in ſeverity with, but ſomething of it is ob- 
rvable and notorious amongſt us. I grant, we muſt not 
{t bounds to the patience'of God any more than to his 
power: we know not how much longer he may bear with 
us, before he vindicate his own rights, or in what way, 
or to what degree he will do ſo, at leaſt in our time. 
But we have no?ground of confidence and ſecurity ; for 
for while we ſay, Peace, peace, ſudden deſtruction; 
yea, national deſtruction may overtake us, as travail up- 
on a woman with child, And the rather, becauſe — 


1 L bo. ] 
his watnings hitherto ſeem to be lighted : our nati 
| preſervation and ' deliverance, ſo often eee ow 
not bettered us; but our provocations are rather the 
more aggrava ed, by all that God has done to reform, 
eſtabliſh, and ſave us. | Ie | 
3. If we are guilty of the like ſins with other peoples 
who. have been ſeverely puniſhed by. extraordinary 
judgments, why may not our continued impenitence 
expoſe us to an equal puniſhment ? And may not Eng. 
land ſay, Are there not with me, even with me, the ſom; 
fins againſt the Lord? The ſame ſins, for which others 
have ſmarted, and that with this aggravation, that we 
ſin againſt more warnings ? God is unchangeably juſt, | 
as well as gracious : it is ſovereignty alone can preſerve 
us, by that he may do ſo ; but who can tell whether 
he will? God hates the ſame fins in our days, which he 
hated and puniſhed formerly : he is as much, or more, 
diſpleaſed with our impurities, as with thoſe of other 
people, that are deſtroyed. He loves the ſame holi- 
neſs now, which he ever loved ; he is the ſame yeſter- 
day, to-day, and for ever; and why ſhould we think, 
God ſhould go out of his way to ſpare us? As they 
may encourage themſelves by truſting in Ged, who 
have examples of God's deliverance, in the like caſe 
of holy truſt in him; ſo they may fear, under the like 
provocations, for which others have been puniſhed. 
4. When a land is full of in, and the whole body of 
2 nation, a very few excepted, have corrupted them- 
ſelves, and provoked God; conſider, the puniſoment of 
ſuch fins can be only in this world, while the community 
laſts. This is not to be reſerved to the judgment of 
the great day, when every particular perſon ſhall an- 
ſwer for his own guilt. And is nat our nation full of 
fin? Do not our provocations reach to heaven? Is 
there not a fulneſs, as to number and multitude, as to 
meaſure and degree, that the children fill up the mea- 
ſure of their father's iniquity ; and as to ſtrength, and 
growth, that it riſes higher; and as to cunning and 
dexterity in the arts of wickedneſs, in court, city, 
| country. 
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duntry, univerſity, among all ranks and degrees 3 and 


? Many of thoſe crimes, which were formerly 
inter of reproach and ſhame, are now a- la- mode, and 
faſhion, and the character of a Gentleman. | 


ee eee 


CHAP. VII. 


i fight ſuch warnings. What was done in Jamaica, 
had ſpecial relation to us in this ifland. We in England 
have had divers Earthquakes formerly. Their wicked- 

wſs was great, ſo is ours. Several Earthquakes have 


youd the ſeas near the ſame time. Other inſtances of 
Earthquakes in Europe. M — * 


E ought to conſider the extraordinary warnings 


mica, June the 7th, 1692. and here at home, Sep- 
tember the 8th, and what we have lately heard concern- 
ng Sicily. This is the more to be attended to, becauſe 
the moſt are ready to aſcribe all to natural cauſes, 
There is an atheiſtical, and prophane ſpirit viſible a- 
mongſt us, to diſregard any thing of the hand of God 
In theſe matters; as if he did not direct ſuch a judg- 
ment, to one place rather than another, and determine 
ad over-rule the time, and ſeaſon, and degree of it. 


ference to this nation; the intereſt, and the inhabitants 
of that place, being purely Engliſh, and ſo a part of 
our nation, though at a diſtance : which calls upon us 
the more to lay it to heart. Neither is it to be de- 
ſpiſed, that they in Jamaica had a forewarning by a 
trembling of the earth, a little before that deſolation 
overtook them; and ſoon after that, we had the warn- 
ing of the Earthquake here: it followed fo cloſe upon 
tidings of that in Jamaica, as to be very proper to 
awaken 


0 boldneſs and impudence, by open bare-faced im- 


extended as far as ours, September 8th, ibo felt be- 


that we have had by the late Earthquakes, in Ja- 


Conſider what was done in Jamaica, had a ſpecial re- 
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awaken us to a deeper ſenſe of it, and to make dl. 
warning the more remarkable. So that God may fa 


of us, as he did to Moſes, If they will not hearken tc 4 
abe voice of tbe firſt fin, they may yet hearken to E *, 
voice of the ſecond : and the diſmal account fince tha dH 4 


the Earthquake in Sicily, makes a third; if that 
Malta may not be reckoned a fourth. 
We do not read of any inſtance of Earthquakes he. 
fore in that iſland of Jamaica, ſince it was under the 
Engliſh power, 'nor before while under the Spaniard : 
but we have had ſeveral inſtances of Earthquakes a. 
mongſt us formerly in England, and theſe parts of Eu- 
rope, though more ſeldom than in the eaſt; therefore 
it is not unreaſonable for us to expect and fear the like, 
It is true, thoſe countries which are very hot, or very 
cold, are leaſt ſubject to Earthquakes ; and there. 
fore it hath been matter of wonder in Egypt, or in 


4 Scythia, to have the earth tremble. Great Britain 4 
and Ireland are reckoned among thoſe parts of Europe bl 
leaſt liable to violent Earthquakes; and yet our hiſto- _ 
rians mention ſeveral; as, | 4 
Amo dom. 1081. April 6. in the time of King Wil 

liam the firſt, (or the Conqueror) was an Earthquake WW. 
here with a great noiſe, in the 15th year of his reign; il © 
and followed within a few years with many calamities. % 
In Henry the firſt's time , the earth moved with ſo by 

t a violence, that many buildings were ſhaken 

down; and Malmeſbury faith, that the houſe wherein 5 
he fat, was lifted up with a double remove, and at the Bi - 
third time ſettled again in the proper place. And in 1 
divers places it gave forth a hideous noiſe, and caſt A 
forth flames at certain rifts many days together, which n 
neither by water, nor by other means could 1 
ſuppreſſed. In Lombardy the fame year, was an f 5, 
Earthquake that continued for forty days, and remov- a 


4 Herodot. I. 4. 5 Matthew Paris. Speed's Chron. p. 446- 
© Baker's Chron. p. 43. 


0 


* [ 63] Es | 8 
da town from the place where it ſtood, a great way 
K | | | 


ef in England, and an Earthquake at the ſame time. 


the 11th year of Henry the ſecond, January 26. in 
fly, Norfolk and Suffolk, which threw down many 
perſons, who were ſtanding or walking; and made the 
docks to ſtrike, and bells to ring in the ſteeples. And 
n the 24th year of his reign, in the territory of Dar- 


A ington, in the biſhoprick of / Durham, the earth 
* led up herſelf in manner of an high tower, and fa 
* remained unmoveable from morning till evening, and 


then fell with ſo horrible a noiſe, as frighted the inha- 


pits in that place are commonly calleq Hell kettles. 
Amo 1180. A great Earthquake threw down many 
buildings, amongſt which the cathedral church of Lin- 
1. cen was rent in pieces, April 25. | 
| Amo 1247. There was an Earthquake in April at 
London, eſpecially felt on the banks of the river 
Thames, which ſhook, and threw down many build- 
ugs; and was the more terrible, becauſe theſe weſtern 
parts are leſs accuſtomed to Earthquakes. And the 
lame year there was little ebbing or flowing of the ſea 
Wferyable as at other times, for about three months. 
Amo 1248, The ſame hiſtorian mentions another 


by Earthquake, which did a great deal of miſchief, eſpe- 


in ©lly in the dioceſe of Bath; the biſhop whereof gave 

at lim an account of it. And this was the third which had 

ich "=ppened within three years on this ſide the Alps; one 

be n ſome parts of Savoy, and two in England; which 

an u the more terrible, becauſe the like not known be- 

or- bee in theſe parts. He takes notice of another Earth- 
Quake in England afterward, in the year 1250. 


7 Baker's Chron: p. 58. 3 Matthew Paris. 


ed In 


Anno 11 33. Matthew Paris mentions a great dark- 


Amo 1165. He mentions another Earthquake, in 


* 
. 


titants thereabouts; and the earth ſwallowing it up. 
made there a deep pit, which is ſeen at this day: the 
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(making, at firſt, a great bellowing noiſe, which wg 


and began to travel; bearing along with it the tres 


whence it was firſt moved, it left a gaping diſtance 
| forty foot broad, and fourſcore ells long ; the whole 
fiel 
walked in this ſort from Saturday, in the cvening, ti 


of three acres, with the trees and fences, in Black- 
more, moved from its place, and paſſed over another 
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ginning of April, about ſix in the afternoon, happen- 
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of prayer, and a godly admonition concerning it, ap- 
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In the * year of queen Elizabeth, a.prodigiou I pit 
Earthquake happened in the eaſt parts of Hereforg. be. 
ſhire, near a little town called Kinatton, On the 15h Witte 
of February, at fix o clock in the evening, the earch du 


began to open, and an hill, with a rock under i, 
heard a great way of) lifted itſelf up a great height 


that grew upon it, the ſheep-tolds, and flocks of ſheep 
abidmg there at the ſame time. In the place, from 


eld was above twenty acres. Paſſing along, it over. 
threw a chapel ſtanding in the way, removed an yey- 
tree planted in a church-yard, from the weſt unto the 
eaſt : with the like force it thruſt before it high-wayz, 
ſheep-folds, hedges and trees; made tilled ground pa. 


ture, and again turned paſture into tillage. Having 


Monday noon, it then ſtood ſtill. 


Anno 1588, the like prodigy happMcd in ' Dorſet- 
ſhire, as in the year 1571, in Herefordſhire. A field 


field , travelling in the high-way that goeth to Herne, 
In the 23d of Q. Elizabeth, Anno 1 580, in the be- 


ed an'* Earthquake, not far from York, which, in 
ſome places, ſtruck the very ſtones out of the build 

ings, and made the bells in churches to jingle. The 
night following the earth trembled once or twice in 
Kent, and again the iſt of May. This Earthquake 


was felt at London, ſo as to give occaſion to an order 


9 Cambden's Eliz. p. 158. 159. Baker's Chron. p. 399. 
7 Cabdem's Eliz. p. 244. Baker's Chron. p. 400. 

* * Cambden, ibid. p. 286. 
| pointed 


1 16534 
inted to be read for the turning God's wrath from 
de nation, threatened by the Earthquake, by order of 
de queen, and her privy- council, to be uſed in all 
durches and houſholds thrqughout the realm. 15 
Anno 1657s on the 8th day of July, there was an 
uake at Bickley in Cheſhire.  _ 
Germany, - and France, and the Netherlands, have 


n ſo felt Earthquakes. In Ay 1640, all the Low- 
Jl countries, and a great part of Germany, were ſhaken 
ba jy a ſudden Earthquake; which fort of prodigy was 


my upuſual, faith 5. Cluverius in thoſe parts. | 
Amo 1117, in the 17th year of the emperor * Henry 
te Vth, the world was ſhook by terrible Earthquakes ; 
ates, caſtles, villages, and a multitude of people 
were ſwallowed up in the caverns of the earth, Ma- 
wat Liege, or Luyk, were deſtroyed by thunder, 
while they were paying their veneration to the ſaints 
for ſafety: mountains were cleft, rivers dried up, Cc. 
$ lately as the year 1660, France had experience of 
n“ Earthquake, which the Turkiſh Spy mentions, 
who was then at Paris. We have felt the menaces, 


faith he, of a terrible Earthquake, this evening. 
ck When lived in Afia, an Earthquake was almoſt as 
ner common as the yearly revolution of ſummer and 


'winter : and we took as little notice of it, as we did 
d lightening, hail, or rain. But now I have been 
o long dilutel to theſe convulſions of the globe ——- 
that J am become like the reſt of the world, ti- 
-morous, and aſtoniſhed, my mind, at firſt, ſtag- 
W cred as much as my body. When I was walk- 
ng croſs my chamber, and felt the floor rock un- 
e in der me, with that ſingular kind of motion, which 
no human art or force can imitate, I ſoon concluded 


' Recited by Mr. D. Earthquakes explained and improved, 8vo. 


ö 10 
* Heath's Chronicle, p. 395. 
' Cluverius, p. 743. 
Cluver. ad An. 1117. Pp 434- | 
Letter writ by a Spy at Paris, vol. 6. p. 58, 67. 
F | 
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etwas an Earthquake, but knew not how to bea 
7 that thought with indifference. Death is familiar to 
me in any other figure, but that of being ſo ſurpriz. 
* ingly buried alive; it appeaxed to me very horrible 
to fink on a ſudden into an unknown grave, I knen 


| © not whither. Perhaps I might fall into ſome dark 


© lake of water; or, it may be, I might be drenched in 


© a river of fire, or be daſhed on a rock; 7 Who can 


© tell the diſpoſition of the caverns below, or what 


ſort of apartments he ſhall find under the ſurface of 


the earth? We walk on the battlements of a mary. 
© Jous ſtructure, a globe full of tremendous Secrets.— 
© We had news here of an Earthquake, which had 


* overthrown part of the Pyrenean mountains, ſome 


days before this happened at Paris; but few regard: 
ed it. Calamities at a diſtance frighten no body 
© yet thoſe which we feel, put us all in fears. 


In another letter, he faith, © The Earthquake lately! 


©theſe parts, hath put all France into a great conſter 
© nation, aſtoniſhed every body, and encreaſed the 


_ © thoughtfulneſs of the wiſe. The firſt effects of i 


* were felt by the inhabitants of the Pyrenees, whic 
© are certain mountains dividing France and Spai 
There it did great miſchief, overwhelming ſome me 
© dicinal-baths, many houſes, and deſtroying hundred 
© of people. Only one moſque, or church, whic 
« ſunk into the caverns below, was thrown up again 
and ſtands very firm, but in another place. This! 


© looked upon as a great miracle, eſpecially by th 


French, who have diſputed with, the Spaniard fo 
this church, as ſtanding on the frontier line; b 
now is removed near half a league within the acknow 
© ledged limits of France*. The matter of fact is all 
urge this teſtimony for; his remarks here (and ! 
many other places) not being ſuch, as a ſerious chr! 


tian will approve. 


If France, and Britain, and Germany, have hat 
few Earthquakes, in compariſon of other places © 


the eaſt, yet Italy hath often ſmarted under ſuch c- 
"i, lamitie 


[467] 
ities. Among many inſtances, I will recite ſor 

. thoſe already mentioned. * 
Im. Dom. 801, while Charles the Great was in 
Italy, there was an Earthquake * with great noiſes,” on 
the laſt of April, which ſhook all France, and Ger- 
many, but eſpecially all Italy; it overthrew ſeveral 
towers, and even mountains; and the church of St. 
Paul, at Rome, was deſtroyed by ir: Whereupon 
Pope Leo the Third, appointed three days before the 
icenſion, ſolemn faſts, and proceſſions. Theſe. pro- 
ligies were followed with furious tempeſts, and con- 
ngious diſeaſes, which affected the cattle throughout 
kaly, ſo that the moſt of their beaſts died. 

An. 1180, an Earthquake. ruined a great part of 
the city of Naples. nee 
Ann. 1222, there were ſuch ? Earthquakes in Italy 
and Lombardy, that the, cities and towns were forſak- 
en, and the people kept abroad in the fields and 
tents; many houſes and churches were thrown down, 
nd many were thereby cruſhed. to death. The 
arth trembled twice a-day in Lombardy, for fourteen 
days together. Beſides two cities in Cyprus deftroyed 
by Earthquakes this year, The city of * Breſcia was 
then almoſt ruined. | ; 
Am. 1276, in July, the fame month when Adrian 
the IVth was made pope, and within a few days after, 
Was, a dreadful . at Milan, and all the 
country round about. Which pope died the next Au- 
guſt, and, in September, another fucceeded by the 
name of John the XXIft. 1 | 
Am. 1348, was ſo famous for Earthquakes, and for 
contagious diſeaſes in Italy, and other parts of Europe, 
that * Albertus Argentineniſis faith, that, from the time 


Le Sieur Hiſt. de I Egliſe, &c. vol. 7. p. 2, 3, 4to. 
9 Cent. _—— vol. 3. Cent. 13. cap. 13. 


B. Corio Hiſt. Milaneſe, p. 164. 


by Corio ib. p. 268. Il che fi preſe per indicio de' grandiſſimi 
ati, 


3 Cluver. ad An. 1348. p. 516. 
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bof the flood, there was not ſuch a ſeaſon of mortality, 

(Haud inde a dtluvio regnaſſe tantamvim morborum & 

mortium putet.) 1 

| Ann. 1 397, on. St. Stephen's day, all Lombardy + 

1 was ſhaken by an unuſual Earthquake, which deftroy- 
cd very many buildings, Sc. 

Ann. 1456, there aroſe upon the ſea of Ancona, to- 
gether with a thick gloomy cloud that extended above 
two miles, a tempeſt of wind, water, fire, lightening, 
and thunder; which piercing to the moſt deep abyſſes 
of the ſea, forced up the waves with a moſt dreadfu] 
fury, and carried all before it upon the land; which 
cauſed ſo dreadful an Earthquake, ſome time after, | 
that the kingdom of Naples was ruined, and all- 
Italy carried the diſmal marks of it. A million of 

_ houſes and caſtles were buried in their own ruin, above 
__ 30,000 people were cruſhel to pieces, and a huge 
mountain overturned into the lake de la Garde. 

An. 1473, there was ſuch an Earthquake at“ Mi- 
lan, and the country round about, as the like was not 
known in the memory of any then living there. 

Ann. 1590, the election of pope Urban the VIIth, 
(who, in ten months, made room for Gregory the 
XIVth.) was ſignalized by an ? Earthquake, by which 
Auſtria, Moravia, and Bohemia trembled ; accom- 
panied with a prodigious drought that ſummer ; up- 
on which enſued a famine, and peſtilence, with ſuch 
havock in Italy, that, in one year, there died at Rome 

60,000 perſons, 

Ann. 1629, the divine anger broke out upon Italy 
by ſuch horrible * Earthquakes, that, in Apulia, 

17, ooo perſons were deſtroyed. 

Ann. 1638, Athanaſius Kircher, the jeſuit, in his 
preface to his Mundus Subterraneus, gives a fad narra- 


, 


4 B. Corio Hiſt. Milaneſe, p. 542. 
Monthly Mercury, March 1693, p. 90. 

* Corio Hiſt. Milaneſe. p. 820. — 
7 Cluverius ad An. 1590. p. 625. 

3 Cluyeriue, p. 680. 
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de ſof 2 diſmal 9 Earthquake in Calabria, wherein 
„ Unſelf was, and out of which he hardly eſcaped with 
7 tis life: nothing to be ſeen in the whole country he 
aaed by, for two hundred miles in length, but the 
+ Wl carcaſes of cities, and the horrible ruins of villages; 
2 he inhabitants wandering about in the open fields, be- 

ng half dead with fear, and expectation of what might 
— cow. But moſt remarkable was the ſubverſion of 
e de noted town of St. Eufemia, which was quite loſt 
„ cc of their ſight, and abſorbed; and, inſtead there- 
8 o, nothing but a ſtinking lake, Cc. fy 
1 Italy and Sicily abound with ſubterraneous fires, eſ- 
h pecially in the ſouthern parts; which have broke out 
„ b often, as to be called, by the ancient inhabitants, 
F ſhe Burnt Country. In ſome places are ſeen perpe- 
wal burnings, as in /Etna, and Veſuvius ; in others, 
conflagrations by times: all Campania carries foot- 
ſteps of ſuch conflagrations. Mount ZEtna hath often 
raged mightily, and hath been wont to do ſo * almoſt 
z many years before Chriſt as ſince. Anno 1669, it 
broke out with violence, and overthrew all the adja- 
cent places with very great doſolation, ſorely threaten- 
ng Catanea itſelf, which is ſince wholly deſtroyed by 
the late Earthquake. Theſe irruptions of mount Et- 
and Veſuvius, are always accompanied with Earth- 
quakes, more or lefs : which ſometimes do incredible 
miſchief in thoſe parts. For inſtance, Auno 1688, we 
have an account from Naples, June the 8th, of an 
Farthquake there, which was accompanied with the 
age and roaring of mount Veſuvius. * On Saturday 
*laſt, the 5th inſtant, about the 22d hour, happened 
here a dreadful Earthquake, (though it laſted not 
long) which, frightening the inhabitants out of their 
* houſes, with the terrors of an inevitable deſtruction, 
they betook themſelves to the piazza's, and the open * 
publick places of the city. The old college of the 2 


? Cited by Mr. Ray, p. 185. 
| Kircher's Mundus Subterraneus. 
London Gazette, 1688. Ne. 2358. 


3 leſuit 


— * 2 
= 5 <=" *, 


. „ 3 
* _ 7 
Es 
: 


= *<© Jeſuits was ruined by it, alſo the great chapel of their 
EF *.< new college, together with three other chapels ad. 
Joining; three of the fathers were Killed there, beſides 
many others, whoſe names are not yet known. The 
front of another great church of the jeſuits opened 

ein many cracks, and the great tower, or ſteeple, 
ſeemed ready to fall. In the Theatins convent of 

| © the holy apoſtles, a whole dormitory fell down, be. 
5 ſides other conſiderable damage they received: and 
| the magnificent arch, ' erected before the church of 
St. Paul, belonging to the ſaid fathers, fell, together 
with thoſe great and ancient columns, tha formerly 
made part of. the temple of Caſtor and Pollux, there 
remaining = four of them ſtanding, and thoſe in a 
* tottering condition. Out of thoſe ruins there have 
been already dug nineteen perſons that were dead; and 
there was reaſon to fear that the [miſchief might have 
© been much greater, it being ſo near to à publick mar- 
© ket, where there were great throngs of people. The 
«* walls of the great church of St. Dominick opened in 
many places, and great part of the refectory fell down, 
as alſo part of the adjoining palace, where many were 
killed. Several other churches of the Auguſtins, &c. 
were ruined : and, in ſhort, there is ſcarce a palace 
or houſe that has not received ſome conſiderable da- 
wage. This occaſioned very devout proceſſions of 
© perſons of all ranks. The next day there was another 
« great ſhock, which threw down many of the houſes 
5 were before the moſt weakened : and yeſterday 
there was another perceived but without much da- 
mage; but this day we have felt nothing of it. 
However the proceſſions continue in great numbers, 
© 2nd the perſons of quality are all retired from hence. 


In the ie from he of Udico, a city at ſixteen 
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miles diſtade from hence, a mountain opened, and 
da courier from Benevento, a city belonging to the 
© pope, brings an account, that it was all ruined, and 
that of 6000 inhabitants there were but few left alive. 
The archbiſhop's palace there was thrown down ; 
and the archbiſhop himſelf drawn out of the ro 
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e being hurt in Bis head and arm: and there» are 8c. 


counts of the like damages in ſeveral other places. 


Which was confirmed from Rome, June 12. 1688. 4 
We have had nothing conſiderable to entertain us 


here this week, but the ſad relations of the terrible 


+ Earthquakes at Naples, and ſeveral places about it. 


It happened at Naples on Saturday laſt about twenty 
one hours and a half, (which, at the ſame inſtant was 
perceived even by a great many here ;) on Sunday too 
it returned. Several churches, palaces, and houſes, 
are ruined ; among the reſt, the famous church of 
+ the Jeſuits, reckoned the fineſt in Italy, is all tum- 
« bled down, except the walls and the high altar. The 
particular number of thoſe killed and buried in the 


* ruins, cannot yet be known. The laſt letters ſay, 


many of the inhabitants lie abroad under tents, in 
* coaches, - &c. and continual prayers, proceſſions, 
* publick penances, Sc. are performed; and every one 


runs about, crying, Miſericordia. Three ſhips were 


* ſunk in the harbour, and the water in the wells roſe 
many handfuls. Benevento is almoſt totally ruined ; 
* and of 10,000 inhabitants they ſay there remain 
* ſcarce 600 alive. Cardinal Vini, their archbiſhop, 
© was taken out of the ruins alive, but hurt. Several 
* other places and ſeats are quite ruined, and moſt of 
* the inhabitants ſwallowed up. This city, and the 
country hereabout, juſt felt the ſhock, but received 
"$0 harm? | | X 

And, in a following account a month after, it is ſaid, 
the damage done amounts to above 50,000,000. 


Now, fince by theſe, and other examples (in the next 


chapter) we find Europe hath been viſited by ſuch ca- 


lamities formerly : if the like moral cauſes be ,found 
among us, the divine juſtice can puniſh us by the like 
_ of ſeverity : and we ought to apprehend and con- 
lider it. 

The wickedneſs and impiety of the inhabitants of 
Jamaica, we are told by eye-witneſſes, was grown to a 


F 4 very , 
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creat height, before this judgment: and they mup 


ganiſm, to the ſubverſion of the whole frame of the 


ſelves Chriſtians, the divinity of our Lord is diſowned, 


_ cies, and ſpread as a gangrene over the whole king: 


© army 
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be great ſtrangers to England and London, who will 
not own the ſame of us, both as to principles and prac. 
tice. Few will deny it, as to the latter: and as to the 
former, it is dreadful to think how atheiſm and infide- 
lity prevails, and barcfaced Deiſm, with the rejection 
of Chriſtianity, and all revealed religion; how it has 
obtained, and ſpread in this nation: as if we were weary 
of the Chriſtian protefſion, and would ſet up for Pa- 


goſpel of Chriſt ; pulling the crown from off his head, 
and plucking him from his throne. Or, at beſt, amongſt 
a numerous growing party of others, who own them- 


and they allow him to be but a meer man, not the eter- 
nal Son of God. When ſuch provocations abound 
amonegſt us, it ſhould affect us with horror, eſpecially 
when they prevail againſt the higheſt means and mer- 


dom. 


There were ſome circumſtances of the Earthquake 
amongſt us, September 8th, that have been obſerved 
to be very peculiar. I do not reckon this for one, that 
at the ſame hour the earth trembled here at London, 
and at many diſtant places, both in this kingdom, and 
in the Low-countries, and the adjacent parts of Ger- 
many and France, notwithſtanding the ſea between us 
and them: for Earthquakes have reached farther. Not 
to mention that Earthquake at the death of our bleſſed 
Saviour Chriſt, which ſhook not only one part of the 
earth, as 1n other caſes, but the whole of it trembled, 
it * Dydimus may be credited : or the extent of that, 


3 Leſcaloper in Cicero De Nat. Deorum, p. 229. Quo motu, non 
pars aliqua 1 erræ, ut ſemper alias, ſed tota 'Terra conquaſſata eſt, 


& centro convulſa, ut nulla Tellus, ne noſtra quidem Gallia (quam 0 
Plinius a Terra motu immunem fecit) primo ipſo Motore e vivis a- 

moto, cum ſuis omnibus Incolis, immotiſque adeo judeæ rupibus, 5 
in tam inſalenti commutatione, non moveretur: & vero cum Dominus 0 
dedit vecim ſuum, mota eft Terra; ut canit divinus Vates, quantò pu- b 
tamus amphus commotain eſſe, eu Dominus dedit Animam ſuam. (ap 
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hereby * twelve cities of Aſia fell at once. Gaſſendus, 
the life of Peireſkius, reports, that at the mountain 
emo in Ethiopia, there happened a burning at the 
ame time with that of Veſuvius in Campania, Ar. 1633. 

© that not only Veſuvius communicates with Etna, 
q ſubterraneous vaults, but alſo /Etna with the moun- 
wins of Syria, the tu nels running under the depths of 
de Mediterranean ſea; and thoſe with the Arabian; 
nd, laſtly, the Arabian with mount Semo in /Ethio- 

a And we read of other inſtances, particularly by 
te Earthquake in France and Switzerland, May 12, 
482, which reached as far as Cologn in Germany, 
nd was perceived in Lionnois, Dauphiny, and Beaujo- 
his, at Mets in Lorrain, in Provence, Cc. That the 
ces of Orleans, Troyes, Sens, Chalons, Joinville, 
Reims, Soiſſons, Laon, Moſcon, Dole, Strafbusg, 
Fr. felt it, eſpecially Remiremont on the Moſelle. 
The whole world almoſt trembled at once by the Earth- 
quake, An. 1116. And by the Earthquake, Au. 1601, 
An, Hungary, Italy, Germany, and France, are ſaid 
v have trembled at one time; that Earthquake extend- 
ig from Aſia to that Sea that waſhes the French 
ſhores, the whole length of Europe in a quarter of an 
bur; beſides ſome Aſiatick regions, it ſhook Hun- 
gay, Germany, Italy, and France: This is affirmed 
V good writers, ſaith Mr. Boyles, and Mr. Ray 5, re- 
Wing from Joſephus Acoſta, an Earthquake in Peru, 
that reached for 160 Leagues. And Fournier gives an 
Kcount of one in Peru that reached 300 leagues alon 
ier ſea-ſhore, and 70 leagues inland, and levelled the 
| mountains all along as it went, threw down cities, 
| urned the rivers out of their channels, and made an 
{WH ivcrfal havock and confuſion. Al this, he faith, 
x "s done within the ſpace of ſeven or eight minutes. 
Some have obſerved, that moſt people had their 


* Cluverius, p. 214. 
g Of the rffcets of languid motion, p. 49, 50. 
Phyfico-theological diſcourſes, p. 215. Fromond. Meteor. I. 4. 
. ult. art. 4. Dr. Tho. Burnet's Theory of ce earth, P. 119, 120. 
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_ . | heads affected wich an unuſual giddineſs, before l. 
_ apprehended; or underſtood any thing of the Ear 
quake. The time of it alſo may be obſerved by you of 


member you of a former judgment by fire, in the fir 


if it had laſted but a few minutes more? How nes 


as to cauſe ſuch a thing, ſo to hinder or prevent it, 


Many examples of terrible Earthquakes in other parts 6 


ed in the ſea. Earthquakes have made way for the ir 


receives fifteen _ other rivers into it, did change it 
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this city, viz. the ſecond week in September, to n 


week of that month. | 
Now think a little, what would have become of is 


wefe we to ruin? How ſoon can God do the lik 
again, if his calls to repentance be not obeyed? An 
how impoſſible is it for all the great men' of the world 


to preſerve themſelves or us, if God ſhould thus viſt 
us in his anger another time ? . 


d r n d . l 6449 
CHAP. VIII. 


2 


. the world, formerly, and of late. 


1 hath been obſerved by divers, what Plato me 
tions in his Timeus, of a vaſt ifland without thi 
ſtraits, of Gibraltar, called Atlantis, and bigger th: 
Africa and Aſia together, which in one day and night 
by a violent Earthquake, and mighty flood, and inu 
dation of water, was wholly overwhelmed, and drown 
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ruption of the*ſea in divers places. Our iſland of 
Great Britain is ſuppoſed to be broken off from thi 
continent in France by that means, and Sicily fron 
Italy. Many rivers have changed their channels, an 
many countries have been turned into deſarts by Earth 
quakes. By that means the river * Indus in Aſia, tha 


channel, and the neighbouring country turned into 


; ? See Mr. Ray of the primitive chaos, chap. 5. 
7 Purchas, out of Strabo, I. 1 1 p 
wilderne:s 


PP i 
Berneſs.  Dictlorus Siculus 9 mentions more than 

000 Lacedemonians that periſhed in Sparta by an 
on that was of long continuance. In- che 5th 
rear of che reign of Herod, by an Earthquake in Ju- 
4, 10,000 men, and a vaſt multitude of cattle were 


eſtroyed. A 6 | 

Tis about 2066 years ago, that there happened one 
n Achaia, which almoſt utterly deſtroyed it, and 
mich was attended with inundations, which in the very 
art of Corinth deluged the cities of Helice and Buris: 
of which * Ovid makes mention: f 


$ queras Helicen & Burin, Acheidas urbes, 
wen es ſub aquis; & adbuc oftendere naute 
Inlinata ſolent cum mænibus oppida merſis. 


He that for Helice or Buris ſeeks, 

Achæan cities, fam'd among the Greeks, 

© Deep under water ſunk, may find them now. 
And ſeamen, they that oft the ocean plough, 
© Now over lofty towns we fail, they cry, 
That once ſurvey'd the ſecrets of the ſky.” 


Tyre and Sidon in Phænicia ſuffered exceedingly by 
Earthquakes, and an infinite number of people buried 
under their ruins. And Strabo mentions a city, ſituate 
about Sidon, that was wholly ſwallowed up by an 
Eanhquake. Twelve cities in one night in Aſia, * Pliny 
mentions. But St. Auguſtine 5 is cited for what is 
more ſtrange, that in a famous Earthquake an hundred 
ties of Lybia were demoliſhed, 
In Trajan's time, the city of Antioch was ſwallowed 
lp, An. 105, and a great part of Aſia with it: and 
ſome other earthquakes there, I have already men- 
ii tioned. The terror of that in the time of the emperor 
o Trajan, is deſcribed by ſeveral 7 hiſtorians. 

9 Lib. 2. 1 Toſephi Antiq. Jud, I. 15. c. 7. Oroſius, 
5 3. Diod. 82 1 8 49 0 5 4 * 15. 


. 
Lib. 1.c. 8. Be Miraculis 88. I. 2. e. 3. % that book 
be bis, Chap. 2. p. 76. 7 Dion. Caſſ. Trajan. 5 18. 


| 3 
Am 7. Smyrna in Aſia was overthrown, by a5 
Earthquake, (as a few years ſince it was again) * tg, 
, wards the rebuilding whereof, the emperor Antoninus 
forgave ten years tribute. 5:5 | 
Ammianus Marcellinus ſpeaks of very dreadfy 
Earthquakes that happened in Macedonia, in the time 
of the emperor Conſtantius. And of one that he faith 
was univerſal, in the time of the emperor Diocleſian. 
And Sozomen gives an account, that anno 258, the 
city of Nicomedia was overthrown by an Earthquake, 
which made the council appointed by Conſtantius th . 
meet there, to be put off to another Year. The cit 
of * Nice in Bythinia was ruined, and almoſt all the 
inhabitants deſtroyed twelve years after this, faith So- 
. crates. | 
Anno dom. 557. There was a violent Earthquake at 
| 3 Conſtantinople, that laſted for many days; and every 


hour the city ſuffered extraordinary ſhocks. Many - 
houſes were thrown down, but the people betock 00. 
' themſelves to prayer, and faſting, and repentance; W' 
and God had compaſſion on them : but many other i 
cities in the eaſt were ruined by it. And even Alex. Wi 
andria in Egypt ſhaken, which was the more ſtrange qua 
and aſtoniſhing to them, becaule it ſeldom happens in "g 
thoſe parts. Anno 986. there was another at Conſtan- pry 
tinople, which was fo violent, that_not only the walls hoy 
and churches were ſhaken by it, but all + Greece. . 
In the twelfth century there were many in the 5 call, A, 
And, in the year 1 300. which began the Turkiſh Em- un 
pire, or the Ottoman Era, * Platina relates ſuch an al 
Earthquake at Rome, as the like was never before. And, 4 
anno 1348. ſuch a one at? Conſtantinople, as endured ia 
for forty days, and reached in the extent of it to Hun- An 
gary and Italy; twenty-ſix cities overthrown by it, T 
mountains torn up by the roots; ſeveral men, women, wh 
: „ Rofobins. Ib 17] & 26. IIb. 4. e, 16. la 
= Socrates, I. 4. c. 11. 3 Le Sieur. Agathias. 4+ Cedrenus. 
5 Cent. Magdeb. cent. 12. cap. 13. de Miraculis. 6 Life of | 
Pope Boniface the vuuth. 7 Aventinus. el 


and 5 


1771. 
4 beaſts, by that ſtrange exhalation turned into ſta- 
wes of ſalt. 10 25 
in Perſia; anno 1400 *. Herbert gives an account of 
q uake, which threw down 3 oo houſes in the 
ay of Liar. And, anno 1593. the whole city (whick 
ey boaſted to conſiſt of 5000 houſes) was ſhaken, 
nd 3000 houſes overthrown, and as many of the in- 
whitants killed. | | 


0 n the Azores, or French iſlands, in the Weſt Indies, 
% Michael's iſland) Linſcot mentions an Earthquake, 
it WY” 1591. that ? endured ſhaking from July 26. until 
+ Wi: 12th of Auguſt, to the extreme terror of the inha- 


litants : eſpecially when by force thereof, they perceiv- 
« the earth to remove from place to place; and Villa 
Inca, the beſt town it had, to turn topſy-turvy : the 
lips that then rode at anchor in the bay, trembled and 
wked; inſomuch that the people verily thought 
louſday was at hand, and that the fabrick of the 
miverſe was disjointing. nfo Ei F 
In Tercera, the firſt and biggeſt of theſe iſlands, 
alled the Azores, there happened a great Earth- 
quke, May 24. 1614. that overturned, in the city of 
Agra, eleven churches, nine chapels, beſides many 
pivate houſes. And in the city of Praya hardly an 
touſe was left ſtanding. And in the year 1628, June 
16. there happened ſo horrible an one in the iſland of 
t. & Michael, that not far from it the ſea opened, and 
n- WT forth an iſland above a league and half in length, 
nta place where was above 1 50 fathom water. yt 
d, Anno 1581. Joſeph Acoſta relates, that in Peru there 
ed kppened an Earthquake, which removed the city of 
n-uuguangum two leagues from the place where it ſtood, 
it, WJ hout demoliſhing it, in regard the ſituation of the 
n, ole country was changed. 
Anno 1657. The Spaniards (faith the * Turkiſh Spy) 
lave lately felt a terrible blow in Peru; which if it be 


of 5 Herbert's Travels, P. 120. 9 Ibid. p. 398. 1 Man- 
delllo's travels into the Indies, added to Olcarius, p. 221. * Vol. 

id 5-1. 3. Lett. 9. P. 204. 
nor 


not a mark Ae 


city not far it, was conſumed by a ſhower of fir 


had forced out of its bowels.. All the mountains of Po- 
. levelled with the plain, and no more hopes of gold wa 
5 bee this city Lima in the kingdom of Pery, 
we had a > 
October 20. 168. (if it be not the ſame, and the dat 
ing one houſe ſtanding; and buried many of the inha- 


nette, Piſco, Chancay, los Florillos, &c. moſt of them 


were drowned, there being found, when the water fell 


_ I 9 8 8 
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1704; | 
wrath of heaven, is at leaſt a fignthy 
the earth is weary of them, eſpecially in thoſe par, 
where they have ſtained it with ſo much innocent 
blood. The city of Lima not many moons ago, yy 
fwallowed up by an Earthquake: and Calao, anther 


— : 


out of the clouds, 11,000 Spaniards loſt their lives in 
this calamity ;*and the earth devoured an hundred mil. 
lions of refined filver, which the lucre of the Spaniards 


toſi, from whence they dug their chocieſt metal, were 
left to their inſatiable avarice. 

account of another Earthquake ther, 
miſtaken) which overthrew the whole town, not leay- 
bitants under its ruins. At the ſame time Callao, Fa- 
fea-port towns, were d:ſtroyed by an inundation of the 
fea, which carried ſeveral ſhips above three leagues into 
the country ; and great numbers of people and cattle 
at one place near the ſea-ſide, above 5000 people dead; 
and every day more were found, ſo that no ac- 
count could be given of their number. This was 
mentioned in the London Gazette, and confirmed by 
many merchants letters; though the damage by the 
inundation was leſſened by another account after ards. 


1 An. 1688. Num. 2349- L 
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CHAP. IX. 


God will yet preſerve his church and enlarge the kingdom 
of Chriſt ; tho particular churches and cou tries may 
je deſtroyed. - The accompliſhment of ſcripture prophe- 
des and promiſes, uſhered in by great commotions, and 
"by Earthquakes. Some inſtances thereof,  — 


Ah, However God may deal with any particular 

branch of the Proteſtant reformed churches, as 
o national judgments z yet we may hope he will glo- 
ouſly accompliſh his own work, for: the ſpreading, 
ind enlarging of the kingdom of Chriſt; and that 
il the ſhakings of heaven and earth, ſhall but make 
wy for the deſire of all nations to come. God 
us preſerved his church hitherto, notwithſtanding |, 
il oppoſition. The preſervation of the Venetian 
government for 11 or 1200 years, is nothing to the 
continuance and progreſs of the Chriſtian church, in 
the midſt of paganiſm atheiſm, anti- chriſtianiſm, deiſm, 
aianiſm, ſocinianiſm, and all the ſcoffs, and re- 
proaches, and oppoſition of ſenſual profane infidels. 
k hath born up its head under all the revolutions, and 
changes of countries and nations; notwithſtanding all 
the wars, and confuſions, and overturnings, that have 
been in the world. The kingdom of Chriſt is an ever- 
laſting kingdom, and ſhall endure; he will always 
have a church and people, againſt whom the gates-of 
hell ſhall not prevail. Tho' famous countries and ei- 
ties have been deſtroyed, that made a great figure in 
hiſtory, whereof nothing is now left but their very 
name; and hardly ſo much of their duſt and aſhes, as 
vill ſuffice to write their names in. But Jeruſalem, that 
is from above, the city of the Great King, which is 
built upon the rock, doth and ſhall indure. Nolength 
of time can weaken this foundation, no ſtorms can 
ſhake it, no Earthquakes overturn it, no waves or 
floods drown it. There ever hath been, and will be, a 


church 
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church of Chriſt on earth, profeſſing ſo much truth a5 


Tho particular churches, in this country, or another, 


concerning their near accompliſhment, or the particu- 


preſent ſhakings, and convulſions of the nations round 
about, may iſſue in, who can tell? For never was any 
great good to the church, or any conſiderable reforma- 
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is neceſſary to ſalvation. He hath appointed his ordi. 
nances, and a miniſtry to continue to the end of the 
world, and promiſed his preſence with them: he hath 
appointed the memorial of his dying love to be kept 
up, till his ſecond coming: and therefore will alway, 
have a people, amongſt whom theſe ſhall be kept uy, 


may have their riſe, growth, and period, as there have 
been particular ' inundations in ſeveral countries, not- 
withſtanding the oath of God to Noah, that there 
ſhould not be another general deluge : but the truth 
of God endures throughout all generations : mount | 
Sion abideth for ever, and cannot be moved ; and all 
the promiſes of the latter days ſhall certainly be ac- 
compliſhed: though I will not be poſitive, as to the 
time of thoſe things, ſo as to ground any aſſurance 


lar ſhare of this nation in them : yet as to ſuch pro- 
phetick periods, God will break through all obſtruc- 
tions to accompliſh his own counſel. And what the 


tion introduced, without great commotions; and 
_ Earthquakes are often taken notice to have pre- 
ceded. ; 

About the beginning of the reformation from po- 
pery, An. 1569, and 1570, there was one in Ferraria, 
which country was lately given to the pope, and in 
Portugal, whereby ? Lisbon was ſh-ken, 1500 houſes 
ruined, all the churches turned into rubbiſh, the ſhips 
ſwallowed up in the ocean, the river thrown out of its 
channel. And the ſame earthquake affected the Ne- 
therlands, and cauſed great inundations of the ſea. And 
the like formerly is obſervable before the diviſion 0 
the Roman empire into ten kingdoms, that there 


n2====z5=2S=5ELx Tr_;>”7355gSS=SOES= 26 SAS 


Dl; 


9 P. Jovius. 
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. 
were frequent Earthquakes, and other prodigise. Be- 
fore Saladin attempred the overthrow of Jeruſalem, 
and to ravage the holy land, Au. 1172. great Earth- 


. * 


' pite began to be conſiderable, there * was ſuhe an 
Finhquake at Rome, as the like never was before. 
de time of Conſtantine the Great; great Earthquakes 
dſo did precede : by one whereof thirteen cities in Cam- 
ua were overthrown. = 


of States and countries uſhered in by Earth- 
quakes, after the mention of that terrible one in the 
days of Uzziah king of Judah, Zech. xiv. 5. it is 
added, And the Lord my God ſhall come, and all the 
ſaints with thee : Or thus, And yet O Lord my. God come, 
and all the ſaints with #hee. Notwithſtanding our fears 
and terrors, without this we ſhould not ſeg thy ſalva- 
non. Dr. *: Jackſon thinks that Earthquakes were 


5 emblems, and types of that great change by the mini- 
F ſry of John the Baptiſt, our Lord's forerunner, in the 


15th year of Tiberius, who declared the kingdom of 


y even was at hand; when publicans and ſinners were 
p advanced, and the children of Abraham, who gloried 
| n their birthright, were debaſed ; when poor fiſher- 
* nen became heads of the tribes of Iſrael; greater men 

n the houſe of God, than Moſes and Aaron had been; 
9 Wile the ſucceſſors of Moſes, the chief prieſts and 
1 docdors of the law, were infatuated, and like ſalt with- 
e ut taſte or ſavour. And he reckons the prophecy of 
WJ laiah, chap. xl. 14. every valley ſhall be exalted, and 
* ery mountain and bill ſhall be brought low, was fulfilled, 
1 ad anſwered in its literal meaning (in part at leaſt) by 
nd 


' Saladinus adjecit animum ad regni Jeroſolymitani everſionem. 
Mzvio, ut ſolet fieri, terræ motu, quo Antiochia, Laodicea, Alz- 
ere > Cæſarea, Emiſſa, Tripolis, aliæque urbes fers. conciderunt. 

uverius. | 

* Platina. | | 

* Dr. Jackſon's works, Tom. 1 hes 2. lib. 7. p. 526. 
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quakes preceded, Av. 1300. when the Turkiſh em- 


As when the P empire was to turn Chriſtian, in |. 


Great deſigns of providence being ſerved, and the 
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chat terrible Earthquake in the 6th or 5th year of the 


FHaggai his literal meaning, chap. ii. 6, 7. Yet on, 


tells, viz. That the glory of the latter temple ſhould It 
greater than the glory of the former; and that He, he 


King of glory, and Prince of peace, for whoſe en 


nations) and the glory of his people Iſrael. 


 I'S.] "SED 


emperor Tiberius, which overthrew twelve famous ci. 


ties in Aſia. For among other ſymptoms of it, T4. ec 


citus * relates this for one, that tbe allies were exalted | 
and mighty hills brought low. Before the accompliſ}. the 
ment of divers prophecies, God gives ſome glimpſe t bf 
hint, by ſome real event, anſwerable to the plain literal Wl er 


| ſenſe of the prophet, but immediate prognoſticks of n 
greater myſteries approaching. 4 


He faith farther, that the Earthquake which hay il k 


pened in Jewry, while Auguſtus Czfar, and Anthony il ® * 
tried their fortunes in that great and famous ſca-fight at nt 


Actium, was in part an accompliſhment of the propbei . '* 


it is a little while, and I will ſhake the heavens, and ib 
earth, and the ſea, and the dry land: and I will ſhake al 
nations, &c. This ſhaking of the nations, and of the 
earth at that time, was a ſore prognoſtick of that my 
ſtery, which the prophet in the following verſes fore 


was the deſire of all nations, and the glory of both tem 
ples, the prince of that peace which God had promiſe 
to give in Jeruſalem, ſhould ſhortly come. For about 
twelves years after, Herod erects the temple anew, anc 
made it, even for external pomp and ornament, more 
beautiful than Solomon's temple had been ; that the 


tertainment (though unwitting to Herod) it was erectY 
ed, might come into it, and fill it with glory. A 
within eighteen years after Herod began this work, ou 
Lord was preſented in it, and acklowledged by Simeo 
to be the light of the Gentiles, (or one deſired of al 


Great Revolutions, and changes ſometimes for thi 
better, but more often for the worſe, have been ob 


o Sediſſe immenſos montes, viſa in duo quz plana fuerint. Tacit 
Annal Ib. 2. 


ſervec 


FR jo 
fired to follow Earthquakes, as to natural, civil, and 
eccleſiaſtical affairs: let me mention ſome inſtances." 

Three cities in * Cyprus fell by an Earthquake, in 
"WM the time of Veſpaſian and Titus, followed with a great 

ſilence at Rome. In Julian's * time there were ſe- - 
veral great Earthquakes, followed with a terrible fa- 
mine at Alexandria, and in Egypt ?. | 

An. Do. 342, Conſtantius made ſeveral beneficial 
kus for the people, and renewed the privileges granted 
to artificers. It is obſerved he was conſtrained there- 
unto by a ſenſe of publick calamities : for during the 
war with Perſia, and about thoſe times; great miſchiefs 
had proceeded from many and moſt terrible *Earth- 
quakes. St. Jerom in his Chronicon tells us, that the 
following the death of Conſtans the younger, many 
ties of the Eaſt fell to the ground by an horrible mo- 
tion of the earth. And ſome three years after this, that 
Neocæſarea was overturned, and all its inhabitants pe- 
ned, except ſuch as were ſaved with the biſhop in 
the church: as alſo that the year following this, and 
receding the building of the Haven in Seleucia, Dir- 
nchium was by an Earthquake demoliſhed, Rome 
tembled for three days, and as many nights, and 
many towns of Campania were ſorely troubled. To 
eſe Cedrenus adds, that in the fourth or fifth year of 
Conſtantius, Antioch was endangered by an Earth- 
quke of three days continuance ; that in his eighth 
far Rhodes was much diſtreſſed by the ſame accident: 
lat when Dirrachium, the city of Dalmatia, periſhed, 
ad Rome was in ſuch danger, twelve cities of Cam 
u were deſtroyed: And that in the 12th year of Con- 
lintius, the greater part of Berytus, the city of Phæ- 
licia, alſo miſcarried. In which year alſo happened an 


or the 


n ob Oroſius, 1. 


6. 0. 
* Soꝛomen, { 6. : 2. Theodoret, I. 4. c. 4. | 
' See Hottingeri Diſſert. de Terræ motu, Diſſ. 4. queſt. 3. 
tde Terrz motus immittantur, ſintne fortuni, pure naturales, an 
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nero,. 
Howel's Gen. Hiſt. Vol. 2. p. 83, 84. . 
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cecüpſe of the ſun, on the ſixth day of the month De 
5 ſius. The ill ſucceſs of Conſtantius in the Perſian war 
was by the — orthodox n to the 
udgment of parties, conclu to have to 
Py — def his adhering to, and * 

the Arian hereſy, 2 

Amo 344, in the fifth year aſter the death of Con- 
4 ſtantine, (Marcellus and Probinus being conſuls) 3 
3 ſynod was held at Antioch that condemned Athanaſius. 
and only in wards profeſſed to own the Nicene faith, 
but really to condemn it, and ſubſtitute another in its 
room. This impiety God declared againſt by terjj. 
ble earthquakes, ſay the hiſtorians of that time, eſpe- 
cially at Antioch, for above a year together. 
Anno 366, while Procopius's rebellion way yet but 
little advanced, July 21, in the conſulſhip of the two 
emperors, Valentinian and Valens, there happened 
ſuch horrible Earthquakes throughout the world, a 
neither true hiſtorians have — the like, nor fable 
themſelves repreſented te us. A, little after the day 
| dawned, there was a great tempeſt of thunder and 
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- Tightening, which was followed by ſo dreadful a tremb- 2 
ling of the earth, that the fea alſo was ſhaken there. n 
with, and deſerted the ſhore, and its ancient bounds 
for a great ſpace; and the depth of its channels were 8 
diſcovered; multitudes of fiſh were ſeen to ſtick i gr 
the mud, and the unequalneſs of the ſea's bottom ap a 
5 23 here hills, and there vallies, which never hac FF 
before ſeen the ſun, fince, at the original of all thing an 
they were firſt overwhelmed with the floods. Man 
| ſhips were left on the dry ground, and ſwarms of pee . 
ple flew thither to catch fiſh ; when ſuddenly the fe: 
as diſdaining to be impriſoned, returned to its forme ben 
= place with ſuch fury, that, not containing itſelf ther on 
| 5 in, but tranſported beyond its bounds, by the violenq dr 
1 of its rage and motion, it overturned houſes and othq nat 
yer1 


= buildings innumerable, drowned many thouſands « 


* 2 Soctat. Hiſt, Ecclef. I. 2. c. 7, & 10. 


men, and overwhelmed numbers of ſhips ; great veſ- 
ſels were, by the violence of theſe guſts, blown upon 
the tops of houſes, as it happened at Alexandria, and 
575 near two miles from the ſhore, as Ammianus 
ellinus (who relates theſe things, lib. 26.) ſaw 
one himſelf *. This prodigy we cannqt take to have 
ſignified any thing to Procopius's rebellion, ſo much as 
that dreadful inundation made in the Roman empire- 
by the northern nations, which ſhortly after happened, 
and the ruin of the weſtern provinces, which followed 
1 9 a = ls | 
In the year 430, a t * Earthquake preceded 
the death of one r che belt emperors, via. Thodefi- 
us, as the fore - runner of great changes. Some + 
think this the ſame with that An. 446, which Marcel- 
linus writes to have happened in the conſulſhip of 
Elius and Sepronius, which raged in many places, and 
therein overturned many cities; the wall of Conſtan- 
tinople, though. but new built, it threw to the ground, 
vith fifty-ſeven turrets : ſtones of great bulk, latel 
wa in the building of the forum of Taurus, fi 
lown, Many towns were ruined, and a peſtilent va- 
pour aroſe, which cauſed a plague ; and this, joined 
with. a famine, deſtroyed many thouſands. * The civil 
motions and ruptures in the Roman empire, were 
agreeable hereunto. cots 
This Earthquake, in the reign of Theodoſius, Eva- 
grius 5 ſaith, was the greateſt, and moſt memorable of 
all others; ſuch, as by its greatneſs, rendered incon- 
iderable all that went before it. It afflicted, . he had 
amoſt ſaid, the whole world. The earth gaped, and 


* Howel's Gen. Hiſt. vol. 2. p. 231. ad An. C. 366. 
3 Tricefimo deinde Anno Theodoſii, terra motus facti ſunt in- 
gentes per menſes aliquot integros, maximarum prænuntii mutati- 
mum, quibus reſpublica tum eccleſiaſtica, tum mundana mox la- 

oravit, ac tantum non occidit. - Romanum tum præſulatum acce- 
pit Leo, qui primus in omnes totius orbis chriſtiani epiſcopos domi- 
natum ſibi aliquem, ut privilegio Petro dato, cœpit arrogare. Clu- 
verius, p. 322. f | 
+ Howel's Hiſt. p. 673. $ Lib. 1. cap. 19,5 -- 
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ſwallowed many villages, beſides many other, nay, 
innumerable, calamities, both by ſea and land. Some 
- fountains were dried up ; in other places water in 
Fog quantity broke out, where, formerly, it had not 
een known: great trees were torn up by the roots: 
— of earth were ſo ſhaken together, that they were 
ied into mountains. The ſea caſt forth dead fiſhes : 
in it many iſlands were overwhelmed and ſunk : ſhips 
failing in the ſea, by a ſudden retroceſſion of the wa- 
ter, were left on wy ground. In concluſion, many 
places of Bithynia, the Helleſpont, andſboth the Phry: 
gias were grievoully diſtreſſed. This diſaſter laſted a 
ong time, and ſorely afflifted the world. Nicepho- 
rus writes, that it continued ſix months, and that in 
a manner without interruption ; that it reached Alex- 
| andria, but eſpecially afflicted Antioch. ' Beſides the 
countries mentioned, by Evagrius, it invaded the great. 
eft part of the eaſt, and ſpared not many regions of 
the weſt. He adds, that the people of Conſtantino- 
ple, not daring to ſtay in the city, for fear of the fall 
of houſes, continued, together with the emperor and 
Proclus their patriarch, in the fields, inſtant in prayer 
for the removal of ſo heavy a judgment. Theodoſius, 
when delivered from the danger of the Earthquake, 
preſently betook himſelf to repair the walls of Con- 
„ i... | | 
When! Chryſoſtom was baniſhed, in the beginning 
of the fiſth century, by the emperor Arcadius, from } 
the church of Conſtantinople, the ſame night was a great | 
Earthquake that ſhook the emperor's palace, and 
| threatened the ruin of it; on which. meſſengers were 
ſent to recal him. RT | 
Anno 458, Evagrius writes of a great * Earthquake 
that happened at Antioch, which the citizens had ſad 
cauſe to remember. Before it began, ſome of the in- 
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s Lib, 14. cap. 46, 
7 Theodore. I. 5. e. 34. 
Howels Hiſt. p. 703. 


habitants 


ix | | U 87 1 p a , 
ubitants were Teized with an extraordinary madneſs, 
ch as ſeemed to exceed all ferority of wild beaſts, and 
to be the prelude to that calamity which followed on 
tie fourth day of the month Gorpizus, which the 
Romans call September, about the Fourth hour of the 
ght, and the fifty-ſixth year of the life of Leo. It 
werturned almoſt all the buildings of the new city, 
which was well peopled, and none of it forſaken or 
empty, being curiouſly built by the magnificence of 
emperors, who ſtrove to exceed each other in the 
nomment of it. The firſt and ſecond fabricks in the 
were alſo caſt down, the reſt ſtanding, together 
ith a bath; which, having formerly been neglected, 
wy when by the Earthquake the reſt were choaked 
w, ſoo] the citizens in very good ſtcad. Many 
ther damages of this Earthquake are there mentioned 
(wth ſome differences as to chronology) and the diſorder 
f publick matters, as the murder of Major anus, j oint 
emperor in the weſt, with Leo in the eaſt, (Sc. 

ks, Dom. 557, there was a violent Earthquake, 
ith great noiſes and tempeſts, at Conſtantinople and 
Rome, in ? Juſtinian's time, followed the next year 
th a great plague at Conſtantinople. The Earthe 
quake, which ſhook that city three years before, laſt- 
-( forty days, and deſtro ed many places in the eaſt. 
| In the year 648, before the Saracens over-run A- 
ca, there were many great Farthquakes in the time 
the Emperor Conſtans. The like * Earthquakes fol- 
-7 with great calamities in the eaſt, were obſerved, 

679. 8 
In the year 740, was another at Conſtantinople, 
Mich alſo deſtroyed many cities of Aſia, and laſted 
itwelve-month. This was thought to * forebode the 
th of the Emperor Leo, the loſs of Artabaſdus, and 
the - of Conſtantinople, which ſoon. after fol- 
Wed. | 


' Agathius, who continued the hiſtory of Procopius, 
Cent. Magdeburg. cent. 7. c. 13. | 

, Ingruentium malorum prænuncius. Cluver. p. 4350, 406. 
| Lent. Magdeb. cent. 8. c. 13. Cluver. p. 358. 
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TH Brest favourer and patroneſs of image-worſhip, Was 4 


Ottoman family. 


Wes T1). 
1 in the time of the empreſs lens: 


- another violent Earthquake at Conſtantin 
In the year 1077, the Earthquake, on the 6th x 
April, in the 15th year of king William the 
-- ror, was followed by many calamities, ſay Marler 
* — „Ec. N 

car 1088, - the Earthquake, in the tine U 
| other or William the Second, was followed 
| vi gy tj onable weather, that chere wa ne 

ſeeds · time all December.. 
In the year 1298, the Earthquake at Rome, in the 
time of ace the Eighth, (who fainted away fe 
fear, and afterwards publiſhed a Jubilee) was followed 
wich many calamities. +. 
An. Dom. 1509, on the 14th of Ad then 
happened a terrible Earthquake at * Conſtantinop 

and open country \ AE pon in 9 time of Bajazet thi 
Second; by the violence whereof, a great part of th 
walls of at imperial city, with many- ſtately build 
ings, both publick and private, were overthrown, and 

1.3,000. people overwhelmed and ſlain. The terre 
thereof was ſo great, that the people generally forſoo 
Their houſes, and lay abroad in the fields; yea, Baj 
zet himſelf, then very aged, and fore troubled wit 
the gout, for fear 7 ag went from Conſtantinop! 
to Adrianople ; but finding himſelf in no more fate 
there than fore, he left . city, and lay abroad iy 
the fields in his tent. This Earthquake endured b 
the ſpace of eighteen days; or, as the Turks hiſte 
ries relate, for a month, with little — 
which was then accounted ominous, as portending th 
miſerable calamities which afterwards IE" in 
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4 Hoſpinian de orig. templorum, I. 2. c. 16. 
5 Inſtabit nimirum ferale ſeculum, quo ſolvendus e carcere 
tanas, ſurſum deorſum 1 volutare cogitabat. Cluver p. 497 
6 knolles's Turkiſh Hor 


2228 0 the Second. 
Afte 


150 
FT Aker this Edle enſued a great 
wh with the city was grievoully viſited, and,. for 
part, unpeopled. But when the Earthquake ceaſed, 

and the mortality was aſſwaged, Bajazet cauſed tho 
imperial city to be repaired with all ſpeed, and em- 
— 80,000 men about it, who, in the ſpace of four 
months, 6 


_ 


than 1,000,000 of men. 

Amo 1631, the like terrible Eart 4s Fe. 
bruary, was in and about the city of Naples, before 
the commotions and troubles there, which did ſuch 
- miſchief as to houſes, men and cattle, as can't be ex+ 


In the year 1590, the election of pope Urban the 
Seventeenth, was ſignalized by an Earthquake, which 
* n Bohemia, — 3 to tremble, and 
vas fo y an extrao rought. Gregory 
NV. quickly ſucceeded, mary ar 2 months. 

There was ſuch a famine and plague Wr 
year, that above 60,000 died. | 


| 7 Cluyerius citing Thuanus, 
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Concerning the fear F divine judgments, and the repula- 
tion ef it. What fear of Evil God bath promiſed, 


© and we may expect to be delivered from, and what not. 
; + Cannſels proper to obtain an intereſt in thofe promiſes, 


and to experience the fulfilling of them. 


Af TER all theſe examples of terrible Earth- 
quakes, which may make us tremble, it may be 
proper to add ſomething to regulate-our fears of divine 
judgments, and to eftabliſh our hearts under the doubt- 
ful expectations of what God will do againſt us. There 
is a natural fear of approaching evil, which we muſt 
not expect to be delivered from, nor is it poſſible we 
ſhould: There is alſo a fear of prudent caution, that 
may. help us to ſuppoſe, and provide againſt the worſt 
that may happen : this we are obliged to, as oppoſite 
to ſecurity ; this will make us flee to God as our re- 
uge and hiding-place. Neither muſt we expect to be 

rvered from the fear of all temporal evils ; conſi- 
dering what our preſent ſtate in this world is, and what 
is ſuitable for ſuch imperfe& ſinful ſouls, who muſt 
have matter of mourning, while there are ſuch remain- 
ders of fin; eſpecially being in the condition of ſtran- 
gers, in a foreign country, and in the midſt of ene- 
mies; and who have this preſent world to be ſaved 
. from, and the love of the world to be mortified ; and 
who muſt expect to be treated as the followers of a 


crucified Saviour, and ſo to be conformed to him, our 


head, in ſuffering, or in reſolution and readineſs for it. 


Therefore, though it be true, that if our hearts are 
fixed on God, we need not be afraid of evil tidings; 


and God has promiſed to deliver us from anxious, tor- 
menting fears : yet ſo much fear of evil as is needful 
to drive us to God, by prayer, dependance and truſt, 
we muſt not expect to be delivered from; eſpecially 
as-we are members of a defiled, divided church | or 

We 
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xe in a city, or country, where are many whoſe ſins 
all for judgment, whom God does puniſh in this 
arld, We may not think, in ſuch a caſe, that we 
hall be quiet from all fear of evil, eſpecially if we our 
eyes have (as doubtleſs we all have) contributed our 
un ſhare to the common guilt. (> "Re A 

But ſuch as fear the Lord, may hope to be deliver- 
from the fear of evil; fo as it ſhall not overwhelm 
teir ſpirits, and deſtroy their confidence and hope in 
God, weaken their hands in preſent duty, and take 
jay the reliſh of their preſent mercies, or would dif- 
pit and diſtract them. Such a fear of evil is threat- 
ned as a puniſhment, Deut. xxviii. 64. Job. xviii. 3. 
(errors ſoall make him afraid on every fide; and ſhall drive 
lin to bis feet. Thou ſhalt be afraid to go forth into the 


fell, or to walk by the way: for the ſword of the enemy, 
ad fear is on every fide. Jer. vi. 25. chap. xx. 2. chap. 
xix. 29. They ſhall cry unto one another, and uſe this 
preſſion, Fear is on every Side; that is, We 
know not what to do, or what to expect; whither 
' to go, or what courſe to take; what council to fol- 
or, or what evil next to look for; or how far it 
will proceed, or when or where it will iſſue. The 
lke inſtance ſee Iſai. xxviii. 2. TRASTOM 
God promiſes his people, that they ſhall be kept in 
juce, ſhall ſeep in quiet, ſnall dwell in ſafety, Pfal. iv. 
liver. Prov. iii. 24, 25, 26. When thou lieſt down, 

tou ſhalt not be afraid: yea, thou ſhalt lie down, and thy 
all be ſweet. Be not afraid of ſudden fear, neither 
\ the deſolation of the wicked, when it cometh ; For the 
Ind ſhall be thy confidence, and ſhall keep tb foot from 
ting taken, Job xi. 18, 19. Pal. cxii. 7, 8. God 
ſromiſeth us quiet, peace and ſafety, from the real 
rt of temporal evil; and from the temporal afffic- 
tons themſelves, if that be beſt ; and from ſuch a fear 

if approaching judgment and calamity, as the wicked 
ie puniſhed- with. 5 | 
If you would be intereſted in theſe promiſes, and 
aperience the fulfilling of them, ſtudy much the 
: CQ- 
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a -. Ws | 
| _ _Yqvenant of grace, and God's unchangeable fidelity ty 
it, This is the ground of ſupport in the worſt time, 
Lai. xli. 1. Fear not, for I am with tbee : be not di 
mayed, for I am thy _ Feen eee eee 
everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things and ſure. Th; 
is all my deſire, and all my Fa | pag „ 
* I now need nothing more, I fear nothing, I am { 
_ © licitous for nothing. Let God build up or pul 
* down, fave or deſtroy; prolong, or ſhorten my 
* life; do what] he will with me and mine, he is 


my God] and covenant”. This made the Pſalmift Pr 
triumph in faith, Pſal. cxvili. 6. The Lord is on m te 1 
fide, I will noil fear: God is our refuge and ſtroyth, ſt 
we Will nat be afraid, though the earth be moved, ani ax | 
the. pillers thereof be ſbaten, Pſal. xlvi. beginning; Ha- glace 
bak. iii. 17. I am not afraid of what man can dy, I un 
am not afraid of what God will do, or what I ſhall th 
do, or the nation do. By this conſideration, That ſes 
* He is my God, I can anſwer all my fears: by this UM W. 
© know my great intereſt is ſecure, my treaſure is ſafe, kno 
my principal concern is out of danger. He is br 
« oo — everlaſting . he will not leave 1 
© till he bring me to glory: it my bod iſh by an 0 
* Earthquake, my ſoul ſhall aſcend 4 — Th 7 
* noiſe of wars, and rumours of wars, ſhall not break be 
my reſt, for I have peace with God through Chriſt "Wl +; 
Study therefore the covenant of grace, and the pro- fes 


miſes of it; and believe the unchangeableneſs of God, 
3 power, truth and goodneſs, to make them 
1 And, in order to your advantage, by the conſider. 
ation of God as in covenant, labour to ſtrengthen and 
increaſe your faith, that you may be able to apply all 
the promiſes of the covenant for your comfort. If we 
did heartily aſſent to the truth of the promiſes, and had 
2 realizing view of what God is, and can be, and do, 
for all that fear and truſt him; and did more intirely 
yield, and devote ourſelves to him, as our Lord and 
Sovereign, our God and portion, to be governed 7 
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of according to the tenor of his covenant, (all 
which is implied in faith) this would relieve us againſt 
| thouſand fears: this would make it evident to ours 
that let our dangers be what they will, we are 
afe in the hands of a faithful, and a good God: all 
are under his management, and ſhall accompliſh 
tis counſel. Our dangers ſhalt reach no further, riſe 
wo higher, laſt no longer, than to ſerve his | glorious 
ſes. 15-000 


es. 

1— we read, Iſa. xxx. 7. compared with 
the 15th verſe, that in cafes of danger, our ſtrength is 
tft fill, Not in oppoſition to the uſe of means for 
our ſafety, for that is the duty of every man in his 
place : but in oppoſition to reliance on any other help. 
than God; as an expreſſion of faith in God, deſcribed 
uthe 15th verſe : In returning, and in reſt ſhall you be 
ſeed ; in quietneſs and in confidence ſhall be your ſtrength. 
Waiting on God in the way of our duty, ſo far as we 
know it, in expectation of what God ſhall pleaſe to do 
for or againſt us. | Fr 

You ought alſo to recollect, and improve former ex+ 
periences, to ſilence diſtruſtful fears. The Lord is my 
ftringth and my ſhield, my heart truſted in him, and I was 
belped, Pſal. xxviii. 7. Experience worketh hope; and 
uk which aſſiſteth our hope muſt needs ſcatter our 


Endeavour alſo to mortify the love of this world, and 
of life itſelf; and look to your integrity and upright- 
neſs of heart: This will make you as @ brazen-wall, and 
a iron pillar : whereas an hypocrite will be afraid of 
every ſhadow. No wonder if the /inners in Sion are 


ore bold as a lion. It is therefore good advice of Zophar 
unto Job, chap. xi. 14, 15. F iniquity be in thy hands, 
put it far from thee, and let not wickedneſs dwell in thy 
tabernacle. And then it follows, Thou ſbalt lift up thy 
face without ſpot ; yea, thou ſhalt be ſtedfaſt, and thou 
alt not fear. | 
Reſign 


afraid, and fear ſurprizeth the hypocrite, while the righteous _ 


CERT as 


N and give up your ſelves, and all you ha 
into vanes E Cod. Commit the keepi 22 your 
ſouls, and the keeping of the nation, ad of the city 
and of your families, and friends, and relations, into 
the hands of God, as of a faithful creator and preſerce 
1 Pet. iv. 19. Leave all to his care, reſolving to be ff. 
| tished, and pleaſed with his holy will. We ſhall not 

be afraid of loſing that by violence which we have vo. 
luntarily given up into the hands of God. 

But eſpecially, let us give up ourſelves, by renewin 
our covenant, penitently and ſeriouſly, at the table of 
the Lord. See that there be no controverſy between 
God and you, while he hath a controverſy with the na- 


tion in general. Renew repentance for paſt backſlidingy, bs 
that your peace may be made with heaven; that C $6 
may not be your terror, in a day of evil : For nothing 
will ſo much take away the heart, abate the courage, L 
the vigour, and firmneſs of your ſpirits, as the jealouſy 
and miſgivings of a guilty conſcience. If you cannot . e 
look up to God with comfort, if you cannot lift up ®* 
your eyes to heaven with hope, to what refuge will Wl ** 
you flee in a day of evil? | 10 
This is the great counſel I would give, and take, as Wil '* 
the beſt preparation for whatſoever ſhould come to pal, 1 
For what can daunt the courage of that man, or woman, 
who can ſay, This God is my God for ever; this Saviour, ill ** 
cubo bath all power in heaven and in earth, is my Saviour R 
and my Lord, and the Lord of all this world? An up- 
right Chriſtian, with aſſurance, was never a coward, 65 
and never can be. But if we live at uncertainties about 15 
our ſpiritual ſtate, if our backſlidings be many our cor- ſy 
ruptions ſtrong, and our evidences blotted, we muſt | 
needs be afraid of publick changes, and threatened ca- 9 
lamities, becauſe we are afraid to die. Shall 1 mind of 
you how ſad the caſe of Saul was, when he cries out, þ 
x Sam. xviii. 15. I am ſore diſtreſſed, for the Philiſtines 0 
mate war againſt me, and God is departed from me, and f 
enſwers me no more? How miſerable is their caſe, who, « 


in a time of trouble, cannot eaſe their hearts by prayer 
tQ 


[95]. 
to God? who, in a time of danger, cannot look to' the 
2nd and iſſue of things with comfort? who have no an- 
chor to drop in a ſtorm? The difference is unſſ 

at Ech a time, between the one ſort and the 
other: For while the wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
1% and hurried by temporal ſufferings into eternal 

ones, the righteous hath hope in his death, Prov. xiv. 2. 


eee. 
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haurity a preſage of temporal and eternal ruin, to particu: 
— 2 whatever God may do as to the nation iu 


Ally, Whatever God may, in ſovereignty, doi in 
J ſparing this nation,. and how well ſoever he will 
provide for thoſe who are upright before him; yet, as 
. particular perſons, who are not at peace with God, 
tis moſt certain that ſecurity is a preſage of ruin; that 
ſudden deſtruction, ſhall overtake them, as travail. on a 
woman with child. When the ſlothful and wicked ſer- 
yant thinks, and ſays, in his heart, that his Lord doth 
kay his coming, He will come and cut him in ſunder, 
in a day that he looked not for, and in an hour that he was 
wt aware of, Matth. xxiv. 55. When the rich fool in 
de parable ſaid, Soul, take thine eaſe ; the next news 
we hear of him is, that the pillow is plucked from un- 
der his head, and he is caſt into hell. When, notwith- 
landing all the warnings of God by his word and pro- 
ndence, men will Bleſs themſelves in their hearts, and 
lay, I ſhall have peace, though I walk in the imagination 
of my heart, Deut. xxix. 19, 20. The Lord will not 
ſpare ſuch a man, but the anger of the Lord, and bis jea- 
uy ſhall ſmoke againſt bim, and all the curſes that are 
written in this book ſhall lie upon him, and the Lord ſpall 
blot out his name from under heaven. Therefore, let men 
take heed how they arrogantly boaſt themſelves in their 

wickedneſs 


OT N 
| teſt God nba che out das 
in this world, to make them eg 
2 who ſhall afterwards live ungodly. If they regard 
* dot a judgment to come, to por the evil day far fen 
6 - mem, and deſpiſe all the fore-runners of judgment in 
dis world; yet they may ſuddenly be ſurprized in ther 
* fſiecurity, und they are every moment liable to a ſudden 
g᷑lrrreſt of judgment, againſt which'they have no relief 
A bey are under condemnation, they are yet in their 
ns; and therefore to ſuch I muſt ſay, except you repent, 
|. * (ſpeedily and heartily repent) you muſt periſh. For the! 
8 God be loth to ſtrike, and inclined to pity, and willing 
to ſpare; tho' he be flow to anger, and ready to fot- 
give; yet the day of his vengeance is at hand, when he 
mall put on fury like a garment ; when his eye ſhall 
not pity, nor his hand ſpare; when he ſhall laugh at 
four calamity, and mock when your fear cometh, 
Now, O fooliſh delaying ſinner, that goeſt on in fin! 
| the patience and mercy of God pleads for thee againſt 
his juſtice, and he —— lead ne to repentance by his 
long-ſuffering ; his bowels yearn over thee, and he 
would fain Overgorne thee by his love, and conquer thee 
by his grace: but the day is haſtening, when "_ 5 


nine d-word foo ko hp — the mer i 

more; when, hrs he Fane out bis land, nd and Wa * 

thou regardeſt not, thou wouldſt not hear his voice, or ; 

know the day of thy viſitation, he ſhall condemn thee 8... 

e. pity, and 020 thee to hell, without any ſuch * 
e language as he uſed to his ancient people, n 


thee up, Epbraim'? The voice of mexy 
e, and plead for thee no more: He that 
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yſelf: 2 
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N a e 
— be bad. Think of it ade d 
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te become of the nation, i inciondl judg-) 
do not overtake Jau, vou cannot be long out of 
ie, or out of hell. You are in danger of dam - 
a every-hour.: And, tho ugh ſentence againſt. an evil” 
þ is not ſpeedily executed, though a ſinner do evil an 
red times, and his days be 2 yet ſurely I s 
ful wt. be well with the wicked, Eccl. viii. 11, 12, 
4 Chriſt hath told you again and again, that ſuch as 
en never be ſaved. It 1 the word of the living 
U that ſuch and ſuch perſons as you know your 
to be, ſhall never enter into heaven. It is a truth 
ded on ſuch principles, that the AG impoſ· 


g.. 88. SS. 


dy et to convince men of this as to their own — 
e „ there is the difficulty. For, if you will 
m beleve God and Chriſt, how ſhall I expect you 
* believe me? Alas! you will not conſider your 


K tl for one ſerious hour: We can hardly prevail ſo 
1 lr, a5 to bring you to compare yourſelves with the 
ae; Wd your own character with the deſcription of 
w ſuch as periſh. Tou will put it to the venture, 


ada bold venture it is: for if no miniſter in the world 
f ud tell you, that except you repent, you muſt periſo; 
nm | che devil ſhould tell you the contrary a thouſand 
N 2 it will not make the word of God of none effect, 
ur damnation the leſs certain. 
Yau may make a ſhift for a little time to drawn the 
ice of conſcience, or ſtop its mouth; to lay aſide the 
loughts of death, and judgment, and aneverlaſting hell; 


. peace to yourſelves, agaipſt the expreſs word of 
but if you are not renewed and ſanctified; if you 


6 not truly repent, ſo as to hate ſin, and leave 1 it, and 
td the Lord -. if vou do not unfeioneIMy coir mn | 
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